Looks:

Ringo the stag beetle has “antlers” that aren’t antlers
at alll They are part of his mouth that sticks out far
enough that he can push other stag beetles around.

Lady Friend:

Even though Ringo’s jaws are better in a shoving
match, his girlfriend, Lucy has jaws with a special
task too. She doesn’t have the long antlers; instead
she has short jaws made for cutting out tunnels in
logs where she can lay eggs.

Favorite Food:

The giant jaws might make Ringo look frightening,
but he’s no hunter. He hardly needs to eat anything
at all, but when he does feel hungry, he likes to drink
the sweet sap of trees.

Fun Fact:

Ringo once was a larva that looked like a little brown
worm! He spent almost two years as a larva, eating
as much as he could because the more nutrients he
got as a larva, the bigger he would be as a beetle!
Ringo didn’t have his shiny body, long legs and
strong antlers until he made a cocoon from dirt and
emerged from it!
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Out of Sight:

You probably knew that tarantulas like Coraline have
eight legs, but did you know she has eight eyes too?
Even with all eight peepers, Coraline can hardly see;
mostly she gets around using her senses of touch,
taste, and smell.

Favorite Food:

Coraline doesn’t need to eat three meals a day like a
person does. If she has breakfast on Monday, she
doesn’t need lunch until Thursday! Cora has fangs
with venom that she uses to kill other bugs for her
meals. Crickets are her favorite food.

Doctor Cora:

People don’t have to be afraid of tarantula venom;
we’re way too big to eat! Some of Coraline’s relatives
have venom that is really useful because scientists
have figured out how to use it in heart medicine and
to relieve pain. Paging Doctor Cora...

Favorite Hobby:

When she’s not quietly enjoying the darkness of her
burrow, Cora spins webs of silk. She has little
spinnerets on her behind that poke out when she
feels like spinning. She makes her webs in and
around her burrow on the ground.

Chilean Rose
Tarantula
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Morphin’ Marvin:

Marvin the hornworm isn’t a worm at all. He’s a type

of caterpillar, so someday he will spin a cocoon and

emerge as a lovely moth! When he is a moth, Marvin
will help plants grow by spreading pollen.

Worry Worm:

There’s a lot out in the wide world for a hornworm
caterpillar like Marvin to watch out for. Birds, frogs,
and even spiders and wasps might want to make
Marvin into a tasty treat.

Smells Like Safety:

Tobacco plants are a hornworm’s favorite food, but
they have a poison chemical in the leaves. The more
tobacco Marvin ate, the more chemicals would build
up in his body and the worse he would smell! Spiders
would catch a whiff of the chemical and leave him
alone. Peeee-eeew! Here at the zoo we don’t feed
Marvin tobacco, so don’t worry, you don’t have to
plug your nose.

Pointy Puzzle:

The red spike on Marvin’s back has puzzled
scientists. They're not sure what he uses it for, but it's
not as spikey as it looks. If you touch it, his “horn”
feels squishy and won’t poke you at all.

Tobacco Hornworm
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