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| O een really slow about publishing these books. The idea behind
publishing them in the first place (self-publishing via Lulu.com) was to have
some historical family references to pass along to the kids.

This bookd a compilation of the first half of my 2012 blogs from Despite All
Obstaclesd was not published until the end of 2014. 2014 has been arough
year all around, and | almost lost my family. Fighting to keep us together now.
Love you all so much.

With that, my unoriginal (yet heartfelt and timely) dedication and inspiration
for this book:

ForPetra, myr$t and One True Love

For Joshua, proudly called my firstborn son, a responsible .
For Caleb, blessed with talent, intelligence, and the boldne.
For Lily, with a hearowke my

For Ayla, my swelittershy

For Jolina, the littlest Speilghts

AndforCa#8t rp}Aa Spxea o~ [t a



First and Best
January 14t, 2012

Last year, our church covered a mipléirt series on tithindinances, and financial
blessing.None of the informatiomvas new to me, bugertain parts were
renewedn me, througltthe enthusiastic conviction of myife Petra. Pastor Jack
started out the series bpnding out a copy dfhe Blessed Lifdoy Robert Mrris,
to every household represented in the chuRbira got startedght away, and she
instantly wrapped herself around the fact that God callsdoonly calls for the
return often percent of our sustinence, income, etc., but that He calls for the
FIRST of it, as well as the BEST.

Why? Why does God want the first and best of everything we oGod

certainly doesn't need our money, our belongings, or any material thihgt He
wants is our loyalty and obediendde wants to see our selflessaeHe wants to
know that He is #1 in our lifeAnd this is theone areaf our life--the one place in
the Bible-where God challenges us to test Hithwe give God our first and
best,God says tsee if Hewon't open the floodgates of heaven and aur
blessing intaur life. He promises to do that, andpmtect the rest of our
finances. Sounds like a wikwin to me.

Sohere's my public writing tithe for 201Before | write stories about mermaids
and peanut butter and whatever other meaninghgsss come to mind, may |
humbly express thanks to God for His many, many blessingsl never be

afraid to use anything He has given-mgoney, talent, time, or possessiom the
ways that He directs.

—-MJ

Land of a Thousand Chimes
January26th, 2012

Last weekend, there was an ice storm in central ®Aa cold, sunny, windy day
just after the storm, it sounded like an endless orchestra of small wind
chimes. The sparkling woods were beautifully blindingly camera did no
justice. My girls were with me for the experience.
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Daddy Daughter Day

January 26t 2012

I've been working a lotl missed 'bring/our dad to school' day at Lily's pre
school, I've been working over my days off, and I've flown to Texas and back three
times this month.

So | took back my family timeOn Sunday, | took my girls to work with m&Ve

loaded up early as momma and thgdwere heading to churchWe did laundry

at a laundromat, which was surprisingly exciting for the girls... we had breakfast at
Bruegger's Bagels &amp; Bakery, back to the laundromat, to pick up a part at
NOV, to the carwash, then to a rig in central BAying through an amazing 20

mile sparkling princess fairytale land left by the weekend's ice storm, then to Dairy
Queen for lunch and ice cream, then to the shop where the girls "helped daddy fix
a big machine."We had a blast!!!
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Superdad in 10 Minutes or Less
February 34, 2012

As busy parents, we often pass up the simple opportunities to win big in the eyes
of our kids. I've found that the most prevalenttbese-for myself as a dad
anyway-is the challenge of fixing a broken toywas blessed witthis unique
opportunity tmight, when | wasn't just dad... | wakin-du-du-daaah!!!)

Daddy, Mender offFairy Princess Wands.

Sure, | could have put her off and pretended to be '#asw, that's too bad,
Sweety. We'll have to get you another onel'hat's the easy solution as a
parent. But my gosh, what a waste of potential... the potetdiak AMAZING in
the eyes of your clu!

So my youngest followed me to the BatCave, where I've recently repaired a baby
buggy wheel, an armless Strawberry Shortcake doll; and where | made a horrible
attempt at repairing a Nintendo DS (Thankfully, there are Superdads on Ebay who
are nerdieritan me, who are confident in their abilities and are more than willing

to buy a bag of Nintendo DS pieces for $20).
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| repaired her magical silver scepter as she wandered around, playing with guns
and scuba fins and shark teeth and pretgntd polish a chunk of Berlin Wall

with an unplugged Dremel toolf she only knew thought as | watched her
dancing around with small artifacts atte manifestations of cherished
memories... memories from my childhood, memories fagiventurous timewith

my beautiful wife, memories shared with friendslark nether regions of the
earth...
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She helped me +apply silver color to the wandith a paint pen, and her eyes lit
up when she backed up and looked at\ite fixed it!!! Thank You Dady!!'"

Does it every time Such a small investment for such a big reward.
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The Patterson-UTI Model of Business Communication
February 11th, 2012

| work for the Appalachian Division of Patterson-UTI Drilling Company, LLC. Every morning, |
am able to experience business communication at its finest, when every leader in the division
dials into the morning conference call. | have been with this company for a year and a half, and
we've done this every day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year (since long before | came on board).

If you were to sit in on one of these meetings, you would think we were a 'soft skills' company--
perhaps a marketing group or some think-tank organization. We converse for upwards of an
hour and a half, on the topics of personnel, leadership, safety, training, equipment maintenance,
and general work operations and practices.

We are, in fact, a professional, publicly-traded company that drills for oil and gas. We're actually
the largest land-based drilling contractor in North America. In the Appalachian region, which
covers the Marcellus Shale in Pennsylvania and West Virginia; and which covers the deeper
Utica Shale in Pennsylvania and Ohio, we operate with some of the finest and most
technologically advanced drilling rigs in the world. Each of these rigs is valued between $25M
and $30M. We have thirty-four rigs, and the manager of each rig is actively engaged in
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our conference call each morning.

Communication is the bridge that connects ideas and ensures understanding... and every person
in our company has a voice. At Patterson-UTI, we value people, we value their ideas, and
we value each individual's contribution to the regional team and the company as a whole.

If your company doesn't do this already, try holding a morning meeting or conference call every
day. Do not constrain it to the clock. Cover plans of the day, human resources concerns, and
operational goals. These are corporate footsteps to tread in. This is a business communication
model worth following. Invest time in communicating plans, goals, and ideas at the beginning of
every day, and it will pay off big dividends as your company advances into the future in one
accord.

Posted 11th February 2012 by mj

Labels: business communication model leadership development patterson-uti patterson-uti
drilling

Leadership Development at its Finest
February 11th, 2012

Read this bookThe Way of the Shephetaly Dr. Kevin Leman and William
Pentak.lIt's a small book... short, easy read... bpaitks a timeless punch.

Posted 11th February 2012 by mj

Labels: leadership development pentak reviews reviews for the way of the shepherd the way of
the shepherd

The Airport Litmus Test

February 11t 2012

International airports give us a great pulse check on the heartbeat of the world
today. Having sat in five different airports waiting on twelve different planes in
the last month, here are my findings:

1. Chivalry Check, 2012We're doing pretty goodSurprisingly, | saw men give
up their seats in overcrowded terminals, people assist the elderly and handicapped,
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and a couple men helping random women lift their heavy «arsyinto overhead
compartmert in aircraft. | was impressed.

2. State of the U.S. MilitaryOuch. Kids right out of boot camp, where their 'Chi'
should be the strongest, wearing cute little mini camo backpacks, chewing bubble
gum and staring blindly into their iPods while jammimigh their earbuds in,

walking into people, oblivious to their surroundingéoung Marines tooKind of

hurts to see thatwhat happened to our John Wayne warrior cowboys?

3. Hustle and BustleThat's right, airports are the #1 place to see fatlpeop
running their butts off. Thanks to Scroogkke penny pinching and overbooking

by airlines, there is an atmosphere of stress like never before at

airports. Everybody runs.One person takes the pole position, and the rest of the
runners follow singldile.

4. Best Airline? Fly Continental.Deltahas feltprimadonna ever since they
overtook TWA back in the day; U.S. Airways is predictably lame (Sorry, we'll
have to check your cangns-EVERY TIME...); Southwest is supposedly a great
company to worKor, to fly with, etc., but they don't fly everywhere; and
American is not much better than U.S. Airways.general, Continental =
Comfort & convenience.

5. Technology OverloadYes, we're zombies]ust likea recentommercial

points out, we are aVes to the wall outletst airports-which are few and far

between, but much more plentious than five years atis is where we charge

our iPods and iPads and Kindles and laptops and smart phones and Nintendo DS's
and advanced media / autiovisual degicStep back and look at the people sitting

at the airport... they're either tweeting or eating, and eating has become an
inconvenient neccessity because it cuts into our Facebook and texting time.

6. Diversity. | think we're doingoretty goodhere, lut | also believe that airports
offer an inaccurate view of reality in this aremirports are naturally diverse; this
Is whereeveryone puts on'tolerant' facade.

7. Customer Service... Sucks!Big airport businesses (airlines, hotels, rental car
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agencies, e.g.) have become very selfish and gréedstomer service is heavily
waning.

8. General FriendlinessNot bad, actually.Sharing isn't bad, space
accommodation isn't bad, taking turns whilepiiening,’ willingness to talk,

pleases and #mk you's, all pretty goodThen again, maybe that's just Texas.

Lastly, a few photos of random airport people:
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Posted 11th February 2012 by mj

Labels: airport people pulse check america stories about people watching people at airports
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January in Photos
February 11t 2012
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Posted 11th February 2012 by mj

Labels: amateur pittsburgh photos pennsylvania photos of pittsburgh random pittsburgh
photographer
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Phipps Conservatory Photos
February 11t 2012

Phipps Conservatory, located in Pittsburniglgne of the nation's oldest and largest
greenhousesFriends Jason and Ashley came to ring in the New Year with us, and
this was one of the places we visiteith all our kids. It's a pretty cool

place! Find out more about Phipps Conservatoryy

There are many blown glass sculptures throughout the conservatosyone
hangs in the rotunda at the entrance.
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