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Avyla on Grassy Boots & The Grow Up
August 30th, 2012

Two quick Ayla-isms:

"Mommy, the grow up is not lettin' me be small. 1 just really, really wanna still
wear my blue bathing suit." (spoken 5 minutes ago)

"Daddy I picked lots of grass and put them all in your boots, so that you can't
go to work any more!
(two nights ago, at bedtime)

Posted 30th August 2012 by mj
Labels: dads raising girls home and family

Bay City, The Kingfish Restaurant, and a few Random

Michigan Photos
August 301

So Mac & | went to Michigan to scout the area for work purposes (new
market). But who says you can't have fun? Made some great stops, took
some good pics, and met some cool people. Stepped off the beaten path on
day 2, to check out some of the State's sights that were local favorites. Here
are some photos from day 1, mostly of Bay City and Kingfish Restaurant on
the river.

Near the Ohio / Michigan border
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Easy, Killer. Cool food order window on the stairs. Probably not to code. | love structures that
aren't built to code. Down with the man.
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Posted 30th August 2012 by mj
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Bay City Model Photo Shoot

August 30t

| do not photograph models. Grandpa made a life of it, and some
photographers really have a knack for it. | love to capture people, but not
posing in their fanciest stances. | love random, spontaneous

photography. The guy dripping mustard off his hot dog and onto his shirt at
the ball game. The lovers' reunion at the airport. The dirty kid dragging a
baseball bat in one hand and holding a ball in the other. Both aspects of
photographing people are very good, yet they are entirely different from the
artist's perspective.

In this post, | am proud to bring you the juxtaposition of both types of
photography. Featured below is the work of Jason Bennett, of Photography
Out Of The Box. And while you will not see his work below, you will see him
at work, in the spontaneous type of photos that | enjoy taking. Jason, his
crew, and the model in the photos, were gracious enough to allow me take
some random shots. To see Jason's photos--very good ones indeed, you'll
just have to click on his Facebook link above.
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Posted 30th August 2012 by mj
Labels: Bay City michigan model photo shoot photographer photography out of the box saginaw
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Michigan 2: Pictured Rocks or Bust
August 30t

So we went off the beaten path on Day 2 in Michigan. We checked out
MichiganCAT and a couple airports, then headed North to the Upper
Peninsula and to some big famous waterfalls, then onward through no man's
land to Michigan's Pictured Rocks. Here are the pics:

Stopped early in the day... for cheese. Didn't know that squeaky cheese
came in blocks.

This nice lady told me about this place called Tahqguamenon Falls, while she
was cutting the cheeze. | asked her to point out the rough location on a
map. Then we changed the GPS destination.
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EXIT 301

wolverine f

Only Michigan would have a cool place named "Wolverine"

S Zip Lines]

MYSTERY SPOT

SLIGNACE EXIT 344-B

it 2, ) ‘ .
RS “! jﬂy&?‘}.'i:‘gzl"? %

Mac was telling me about these Mystery Spots. Supposedly, they're like
some wierd spots on the globe where the laws of gravity, physics, etc. are
"defied." There are 20-some 'spots' around the States that come up quickly

on a Google search.
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In the tradition of the 'beavcoon' and 'manbearpig,’ we discovered
a rare & elusive quasi-avian feathered beast... the legless ostrapecker
wombat goose.

Mackinaw, Mackinack, or some other kind of Mac. A lot of Macs and awshes
and aws and acks in Michigan.
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Love this guy.
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Big wooden chief. He's somebody important, | just can't remember who.
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More squeaky cheese, less squeak

Castle Rock
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Tahquamenon .
Falls

Tahquamenon Falls... only half as exciting as...

The Gourd Barn!!! Just in case you ever wondered where it is. Somewhere
near St. Ignace in Michigan.

oty

ﬁf\;l— 2 ?bqu Fstival |
" STAFE
PARKING

ONLY

Stumbled upon this festival in progress. Huckleberry Festival.
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The lower falls. We ran there. Got a tight schedule to catch flights out of
Grand Rapids @ 6AM... it's 2PM now, Grand Rapids is 5 hours away and
we've still got plans three hours in the opposite direction. We ran everywhere
from here on out. 8 pound boots. Rain. Fat. Ugh.
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We bought badger pelts. And mink. And weasels. Here, Mac demonstrates
how to inflate a weasel.
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Water walking
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And they all lived happily ever after. The end.

Posted 31st August 2012 by mj
Labels: gourd ignace mackinac mackinaw michigan photos pictures
tahgquamenon up upper peninsula
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The McConnell's Mill Review

To the person who found the book @ McConnell's Mill: post away! One
guestion... any other entries in that book? If so, would you mind sending
some photos? [I'll post them on here. That book was planted there probably
close to a year ago; getting there anyway. We actually drove out there for the
first time since--just a week ago--intentionally looking for that book to report
the progress (if applicable).

The McConnell's Mill Review was the third of four books that I've planted, just
to see the responses.

(1) One was dropped in a Coke machine near Bergholz, Ohio... never
heard anything about that one.

(2) Then came the Montour Trail Review. It was dragged off and eaten by a
wildebeest, presumed because | later found the animal-chewed pen and the
chewed up Zip-Lock bag. That one was cool while it lasted though. Near my
house, so | used to check the entries every week.

1. Montour Trail Review 7/25/11 - 8/03/11
2. Montour Trail Review 8/01/11 - 8/13/11
3. Montour Trail Review 8/13/11 - 8/25/11

(3) The Montour Trail Review Il was a hopeful replacement to the first one. It
was short lived.

1. Montour Trail Review Il

(4) Finally, the McConnell's Mill Review... | thought she was a gonner... I'm
eager to hear back on that one!

Posted 4th September 2012 by mj
Labels: book journal mcconnells mill mcconnells mill review montour trail
montour trail review the montour trail review
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View comments

 *

AnonymousSeptember 4, 2012 at 7:55 AM

There was about twenty five or more posts in it. Sorry i didnt get pic.
Didn't even think about it. Its still in the caves there. But there was alot
of posts in it. Just wanted to thank you for starting something like that. It
was pretty cool my daughter thought it was really cool. | will continue to
check back for.updates.

Reply

mijSeptember 6, 2012 at 12:17 AM

Wow! That's cool. I'm going to have to make my way back this weekend
to see if | can find it, take pictures and post the entries. This should be
like a scavenger hunt... | originally wedged it in some crack high on a
wall, just out of the way of rain. Hey thanks a lot for posting on here, |
wouldn't have known the book was still alive without you. Glad you and
your daughter liked it, I'm eager to see it myself.

--MJ

Reply
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mjSeptember 15, 2012 at 8:59 AM

| took the family out to McConnell's Mill, to see if we could take pictures
of the book and record the entries so | could post them online. |
probably checked fifty caves, no luck. Any clues that might help me
locate the book?

Reply

L ast of the Michigan Photos
September 151, 2012
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Posted 15th September 2012 by mj

Labels: michigan photos pictured rocks pictured rocks in michigan up upper
peninsula

No Stone Unturned
September 15, 2012

So Lily accompanied myself to McConnel's Mill State Park last Saturday. Her,
momma (Petra), Ayla, and my dad. We collected a bunch of salamanders
and newts, which we took home and then later released back into the wild...
but the main reason we were there, was to find a book which 1 left there last
year, The McConnell's Mill Review, for others to write in. | left it in wedged in
the cleft of a rock, just beyond reach of the rain. Someone found me through
this website a week and a half ago, and told me that there were a bunch of
entries in the book, and that the book was located in a cave. So Petra and |
searched probably fifty caves... some of them are incredibly deep and
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long! No joy. | will attempt to find the book again soon! But until then, its
value has increased due to the adventurous lengths required to find it. Some
photos from Saturday:
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pennsylvania
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Metamorphosis Before Us

September 16, 2012

You remember the flowers | picked for Petra,
that came off some type of milkweed, which
must've had eggs that turned into monarch
caterpillars while we were in Texas? Well, we
fed those caterpillars fresh milkweed for about a
week, before they each decided to turn into a
crysalis... in our living room.

So we watched them... only three of the four
caterpillars made it to that stage. After about
three weeks, they hatched! Right before my
kids' eyes. All three made it to the outside, onto
mommas' butterfly bush and beyond!
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Of Men and Turkeys

September 16, 2012

When it comes to turkeys, | know just about as much as you do. Turkeys are
delicious birds packed full of enough meat to feed a hungry family. The turkey
was once favored to become the United States' national bird, but thankfully,
someone with a keen eye for good food put the kabash on that before the
bird's prestigious title would protect it from being hunted and, well, eaten.

Other than that... | have, to date, known very little about turkeys. | know they
sound like helicopters when they're taking off. | know they make

great feathers for quill pens and Indian headdresses. As you may know,
turkeys have little common sense but are keenly intuitive. For instance, if you
raise turkeys, you have to ensure they don't drown in their own drinking

bowl. On the other hand, they can see colors, they spook easily, and are
therefore very elusive prey in the eyes of a hunter. The 1970's taught us that
it isn't hip to be a "jive-ass turkey," and I still don't know exactly what that
means. Nevertheless, the assimilation stuck, and today it still isn't popular to
be called a turkey.

But let me share something I've learned about turkeys. Something that I've
yet to see in other animals. | have seen this on several occasions since we
moved to western Pennsylvania, from behind the windshield of my Chevy
truck. Turkeys are extremely protective of their gaggle (flock, herd, e.g.). |
have swooped around corners on the windy roads between home and work,
only to slam on my brakes for a gaggle of young turkeys crossing the road. In
almost every case, momma or papa are boldly standing guard against traffic
in the middle of the street. The same way you would do for your kids. It's
amazing to watch... papa turkey will assume the position of roadguard, while
mama leads the kids across the street. Only after the last one crosses, which
sometimes will take a minute or two, will papa cross the street to resume his
position. In a gaggle of seventeen turkeys, that tells me that either they can
count, or communicate well, and that they recognize the danger to their
children posed by streets and Chevys (unlike opossums). It also tells me that
turkeys trust that we will stop, or that they can hold us back.
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| used to watch this same momma turkey cross the street with her six

or seven chicks every morning. Within a week or two, | watched that brood of
chicks dwindle to three. One day as | crested the hill, | had to immediately hit
the brakes, because momma was crossing in a different place than

usual. She stood her ground on my truck as | stopped, and | waited for her
chicks to cross. There were none, except for the one that she was literally
blocking from my truck. As they walked to the right side of the road, she--
quite intentionally--kept herself between her chick and my truck.

It is with this admirable trait in mind that | would like to offer a very different
challenge than you would usually hear. When it comes to your family, your
team, or your people... in this honorable regard, be a turkey.

Posted 16th September 2012 by mj
Labels: admirable traits of turkeys leadership development turkeys in the wild

Darin & Tiffany Freeman Wedding Photos, | of |l
September 16, 2012
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Posted 16th September 2012 by mj

Labels: darin darin freeman freeman photos tiffany tiffany hendrix freeman
wedding wedding photos
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There Was an Odor Throughout the Houseé
September 18, 2012

...today as | came home from work. In this part of the world, we are not
infested with red ants, scorpions, black widows, or large flying roaches (aka
water bugs, as you so eloguently call them in the Southern States). Nope,
from the fear of those pestilent critters, we're free as a bird. What we have in
Pennsylvania, besides great sandwiches and beautiful sunsets, is a whole
bunch of home-invasive stinkbugs.

Now, they don't usually stink. Usually you'll see one crawling on your wall,
you pick it up, throw it outside... all without the bug emitting that pungent
odor. But today that smell was everywhere. It was as if my wife painted the
walls with smashed stinkbugs, or pissed off a whole herd of them, or as if we
were having stinkbug for dinner.

Then my wife approached me with her classic heart-melting, husband-
warming smile. She kissed me and said, "Hey Hun, sorry about the smell... |
accidentally sucked up a stinkbug with the vacuum cleaner."”

Posted 18th September 2012 by mj

Labels: a day in the life pennsylvania stink buqg stinkbug

Countdown to a Virgin Heartbreak
September 18", 2012

When was your heart first broken? If | had to guess, it happened when your
were a kid. Perhaps you don't remember... but let's see Iif this rings a bell.

"It's a puppy!!"" All of a sudden, every other toy under the tree might as

well be chalked up to garden mulch. "Can | keep him? Forever and

ever?" Okay, stop (Hammer time). Let's hit the Pause button right there, shall
we? The fact is, forever is a long time... and in terms of dogs and cats (birds,
lizards, mice, goldfish, beavers), 'forever' ends when the number of
heartworms, ear infections, temper tantrums, bladder incidents, and ulcers on
your pet exceed the number of dollars you're willing to pay to have the
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problems fixed. More oft than not, the long walk to the Vet, or that last bird
hunt, are the simplest way to put your pet out of its misery. One bullet, one
needle injection, one more heartbreak and a guilty conscious. What a fine

way to repay all those memories you and Sparkles had together.

The fact is, unless it's a desert tortise, or you buy it when you can see Death
winking at you, you will outlive your pet. So, most certainly, will your

kids. And as sure as they'll remember the name of that pet until they die, they
will receive an A-1 heartbreak that is equal in value to the time and love they
invested in that pet. So unless your family is just heartless and sick--be
mindful of the pets you buy, and think about the consequences if your motives
in buying a pet are anything but a long term, to-the-bitter-end investment.

Posted 18th September 2012 by mj

Labels: considerations when buying a pet dealing with the death of a pet dogs
and other pets pets and death

Surprise Promotion!
September 19, 2012

Big promotion today. Huge surprise, came out of nowhere. Extremely
thankful to all who made it happen; | will do my very best. Glory to God.

Bless the Lord, O my soul
And all that is within me
Bless His holy name

For He has done great things
He has done great things

He has done great things
Bless His holy name.

Posted 19th September 2012 by mj
Labels: a day in the life
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Written with Honor
September 22nd, 2012

You know what's great about the American English language? Like the
United States itself, it is young in comparison to its peers. It is constantly
growing, changing, and adapting to our exuberant culture. One of the best
things about a young, fresh, vibrant language, is that you can bend the rules
of usage and it's not necessarily wrong, just different; educated folks have
been doing it for centuries.

As a student in any English class, your paper will likely be bled if you begin a
sentence with the wrong conjunction ("and," & "but" are perfect examples; the
word "if" would however be permissible). | will tell you that many world-
renowned, popular writers today intentionally break that rule in order to make
a point, or to add character to one of the persons in their story. | believe that
many rules of composition and syntax were made to be broken; the difference
between a skilled writer and a fool being that (1) you must first know the rules,
and (2) you must ‘abuse' the rules both artistically and sparsely.

The one characteristic of our language that | particularly like and often
manipulate, is the capitalization of words. We capitalize names, titles, specific
directions, and certain places. We begin our sentences with capital letters
and we capitalize our salutations and closing statements. We are taught at a
young age that 'uppercase’ letters are used to denote respect and

honor. Within that statement, we are given a very powerful tool in which to
show respect and in which to remove it.

When | write a letter, | often use capital and lowercase letters to add or
remove value. The words 'Satan,' 'Hitler," and 'Manson,' are names and thus
require capitalization according to the rules of English composition. | do not
capitalize names like this unless | am already defaming these people in
content. Conversely, the words 'mother,’ ‘father,’ ‘wife,’ 'son,"' and 'daughter"...
| will often capitalize these words if I'm writing about my own family,
particularly in letters, and | will capitalize pronouns (him, her, you, yourself) if
the person being referred to begets respect.
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There are many ways to honor others, and the use of caps is one of them. In
your future correspondence, try bending the rules.

Posted 22nd September 2012 by mj|

Labels: leadership development respectful correspondence respectful writing
use of capital letters writing with honor writing with respect

Professionals are Sallies: At-Risk Behaviors and the Real
World

September 224, 2012

As many people do, | work in an environment where employees' 'at-risk
behaviors' are continuously under evaluation. We are reminded to be safe in
everything we do, both on and off the job--largely due to the directives and
initiatives of [external] regulatory compliance / oversight groups. I'm proud to
work for my company, and | recognize that many companies have been
moving this direction for decades. But work life and real life are often
unequally juxtaposed; because at the end of each work day, reality calls.

At work, grown men--who work in one of the world's traditionally "toughest"
jobs--are not allowed to carry pocket knives. They're "dangerous.” Ironically,
at home, young boys cut themselves with knives and learn a valuable

lesson. My wife cut herself pretty badly one time when chopping an onion, but
unfortunately, in the real world we need knives to cut things, and she's still got
to chop onions and other food items.

At work, leaders tell their people to avoid danger at all costs, both on and off
the job. Companies may even keep lists of employees who are considered to
be "at risk," for promotion & retention purposes. In the real world, true leaders
intentionally face danger EVERY DAY, so that their people don't have to. In
the military, | was trained to take on danger. Danger, hazards, risk... these
are what define leaders. No "Hero" of yours or mine held that title for being
safe, nor will any person ever be a hero for those reasons. Medals don't go to
safe people. People don't follow safe 'leaders' when the crap hits the

fan. Many a person would not be alive today were it not for people who dive
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into dangerous situations, and | know that for a fact, firsthand, from many
personal experiences.

At work, we utilize '100% tie-off' every time we climb higher than four feet off
the ground. It's an industrial standard that stems from OSHA

requirements. Ironically, standard bunk beds such as those at work are five
feet high. In the real world, | need to fix the roof today, in the rain, on a
moderate-pitch three-story roof, because our bedroom is taking on

water. There's nothing to tie off to, and most modern roof anchoring systems
are not designed for most modern roofs without causing more damage to the
roof itself.

The cruel dichotomy is this: the working world and the real world are often in
direct conflict with each other. Sometimes we have to fight. Sometimes we
have to fight fires because running from the flames is not an

option. Sometimes we have to stand up for ourselves, and our mothers and
wives and sisters, against unfavorable odds. Damn the

consequences. Sometimes we have to face the Boogie Man. So when it
comes to work, render unto Caesar that which is Caesar's. Then get your butt
back home, there's a leak on that third-story roof and it ain't gonna fix itself.

Posted 22nd September 2012 by mj
Labels: at-risk behaviors danger difference home leadership development
man stuff reality workplace
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Stories for my Children: Great Grandpa's Trains
September 234, 2012

Yesterday, Caleb helped me dig out his Lionel train set. The Pennsylvania
Flyer, an impressive G-gauge metal train, was the most expensive train set in
the collectibles store that year, and | remember that it broke us and set us
behind on some other bills. Petra would never have made a decision like that,
but | am bull-headed on spending money on what | perceive will be a good
intrinsic investmentd for example, on a memory-maker.

"He'd crap himself if he knew what was in the big box next to his train set," |
told his momma last night. "Which box?" she asked. "The one with like ten
different train sets in it, all those buildings and trees and cars and stuff from
Germany." "Yeah, let's please keep that one in the box. We don't have any
room for it here." No setting up trains, no Red Doberman... once again, I'm
reminded of the inevitable fact that we are outgrowing this beautiful house that
we rent with the option to purchase.

Il n July, we attended the annual Buchhol z
gone since we moved to Pittsburgh, a mere three and a half hours from
Dayton and the bulk of the family. That's mom's side of the family... every last
one of eleven kids whom | call Aunt & Uncle, along with their husbands,
wives, kids, and grandkids. We are a big healthy-lookin' bunch; the ladies love
to squeeze the cheeks of our fat babies and say things like "Ooooh,
Schnooks" and the men are beer aficionados who enjoy hard pretzels and fat
cigars. Very much a hardy, loving clan (not so bad looking either if | may say
so myself), and thankfully, both the Patriarch and Matriarch of this fine family
are still alive and healthy enough to enjoy the figurative return on their paired

| i feds i nvest ment.

During the reunion, | was determined to sit with Grandpa to glean some

stories from him. | 6ve al ramditcylmimatedo d d e d
in a story that she wrote and sent out to everybody last Christmas. | thought it

was important to capture as many of these stories before something

happened to one of them, especiallyd from a selfish perspectived because

my kids barely know a thing about any of their Great Grandparents.
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So | finally got Grandpa to sit down. Grandpa, the adventurous naturalist,
rockhound, and camping traveler. Grandpa, the lifelong photographer of
models and trains and model trains and Lord know what else. Grandpa the
loving leader. He shared this story with me:

AThe only story | can think of is the on
and it neuns tsbovnee thieme i n the fall time of t
burning in my stove. You were visiting and | had set this up to record you on

fil m. You wal ked in the door and | said
and 10611 tell ynystornal cald thinkyf.theén 8&theck wash e o

one | was doing, it was photographyd trains. | told you | had come out of this
station and wondered where these trains

AEast to Springfield and beyond, and Wes
Walked from Mile 6, that was pretty close to Lynn, Indiana, to Springfield; took

S0 many pictures of these trains that the crews knew me. The only

abandoned train station was in Troy Ohiod a passenger stationd there were

three passenger stations in the areaée
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So | 6m t akdramnglkehelbcmaengr a under my jacket
three tracks over, the Conductor recogni
them, theyo6d drive the same engines. He
engine and he handed me an old railroad lock out of the cab. | remember he

always wore that cap and he always smoked a Calabash pipe. But as he

handed it to me, somehow | reached up with my camera and got a picture of

him reaching out and handing me that lock. | later wrote a photo essay about

that é

But anyway, thatodos the story | teld ya.
anyway but | got it on video. And i f |
Then | asked grandpa, fAWhat got you into
thesedays, your kids, you talk about a trai
e Wel | back when | was a kid, thatoés what
transport & freight and all that. They

yoknow?

It was the trucking that took over all the train work. Politicians gave all the
freight & transport business to the truc
even back then the environmentalists were screaming about all the steam.

AYoubre poll utdi m@ayt hes oaitrh,edm tthewyd went to
roll ed his eyes. ASteam, polluting the
AWell vyeah, it was dirty as hell . Boy t
when a steamerdéd roll byé the tha nders i n
wi ndows. Shedd be all gussied up and sm
smelling |Iike smoke. o

Thus ended the train conversation, and we moved on to other stories, which
Il 611 post as time all ows. Loved this op

Posted 23rd September 2012 by mj

Labels: buchholz buchholz family home and family john buchholz reunion train
trains
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Stories for my Children: Great Grandpa at Pugh's Quarry
September 24, 2012

It was during our 2012 family reunion, when | was able to nail down Grandpa
Buchholz for a little while, to ask him about some stories. | prodded him to
talk about his geological explorations.

"That's funny, I'm still at heart a rockhound," Grandpa began. "The best one,
one of my favorite places to go, was Pugh Quarry, Ohio. But in those days,
you didn't have this OSHA and all this sh--. It was a slight incline, and then
you came to this gravel wall.

This stuff was all over the place... Oh, what was the name. They were mineral
crystals--the best ones were dogtooth calcite, which was shaped like a dog's
tooth hence the name. And what's that stuff they put in water... Flouride...
Flourite. When you take that stuff I'd put it under a blacklight and it would
glow."

Grandpa looked thoughtful. "I visited with a buddy years later and it wasn't
the same."

"Two weeks ago, | told [Uncle] Kenny | ought to go to Pugh's Quarry. He said
you should look it up on line, so | did. It's been closed to the public, past the
area where the rocks were found. Insurance reasons, you know. The

rocks were in layers though, you know... a lot of erosion had occured and they
had the big sections all roped off. There was a mining overburden--it was a
calcium carbonate mine--and it eventually got a hole there. Cryin' shame."

Posted 24th September 2012 by mj

Labels: buchholz buchholz family family reunion grandpa john buchholz rita
buchholz
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Man Versus Truck
September 25, 2012

Great. That's the only pair of jeans I've got for this meeting... the ones I'm
wearing. | was driving to State College, PA last night for a company meeting,
and | stopped by Mickey D's along the way. "Number one,

please. Supersize. With a sweet tea." | had set the XL styro cup in a cup
holder and as always, | was driving down the road wrestling with my truck
over who gets to hold the cup. The truck always wins. Either the top pops off,
the cup splits, the cup--no kidding--rips in half, or in the case of last night, the
truck releases its tentacle-esque death grip and | end up wearing the tea. In
any of the above examples, | end up wearing the drink.

Par for the course of my life--typically by choice--1 drive a beater. My work life
Is no different. | drive the beater of our fleet, because | swapped my shiny
new beastly Chevy 3500 to one of my guys so he wouldn't have so many
problems. My personal challenge is to take one for the team and 'mile it out,'
with about 50,000 miles to go.

When | swapped trucks, | had no clue what | would be getting into. She's
fought me tooth and nail, every step of the way. | was having problems
starting up one evening, and ended up having to replace the battery. When |
removed it, the lights stayed on. The LIGHTS STAYED ON. | stared at the
vehicle for two minutes until | was convinced that the lamps were starting to
fade.

The driver-side window rolls down manually when it wants to. The dashboard
lights work when they want to. The radio? You guessed it!! Works when it
wants to. The seats do not recline (they half-cock), which sucks because |
often live and sleep in my truck. The center console does not come

down. The AC doesn't work. The heater blasts on my feet. The bluetooth
doesn't work. My windshield keeps rejecting my GPS suction cup mount.

Well truck, it's on like Donkey Kong. I'm spiteful and I've got nothing but miles
to drive and days to spend on the road. Stand by to play games.

Posted 25th September 2012 by mj Labels: a day in the life man versus truck

77


http://www.despiteallobstacles.com/2012/09/man-versus-truck.html
http://www.blogger.com/profile/02175040738135648939
http://www.despiteallobstacles.com/search/label/a%20day%20in%20the%20life
http://www.despiteallobstacles.com/search/label/man%20versus%20truck

Wolves, Sheep, Sheepdogs, Manatees, and Siamese Cats
September 27, 2012

Retired Lieutenant Colonel Dave Grossman, author of On Killing, wrote a
story called On Wolves, Sheep, and Sheepdogs that for years has been
popular among Law Enforcement and military types (aka sheepdogs). The
gistis this: in modern day America (and throughout the world), there are three
types of people... those who prey on others (wolves), those who invest in the
'save-now-pay-later' scheme of denial in the existence of personally-
applicable human evil (sheep), and finally, those who choose to live in
preparation for the days of infamy when they can protect the sheep from the
wolves (sheepdogs).

For a long time, | labeled people according to this analogy. | strongly consider
myself, my family, and much of the company | keep, to be sheepdogs.

But something is missing from this model. Some types of people do not fit
into these categories. So, | added a fourth 'label,’ the manatees. Manatees
(also known as sea cows), like sheep, are docile creatures who live a peaceful
existence eating plants and simply "being." Apparently, they do not serve
some radically important purpose in nature, but God created them and that
makes them just as uniquely special as, well, sheep | guess. The difference
between sheep and manatees, is that manatees have no natural

enemies. Manatee-type people are not in denial of a human evil that
potentially applies to them because, frankly, such an evil does not apply to
them. They could care less about sheep and wolves, and they neither like nor
dislike sheepdogs. These people neither cower, nor stand their ground, nor
aggress. And that doesn't make them bad by any means. They simply go
through life with blissful apathy. I think llamas are in the same boat. And
maybe Canadians. Just kidding. About the llamas. No seriously, just kidding.

Then, there's a fifth label... one that | find particularly disturbing in society: the
Siamese cats. Do you remember the Siamese cats in the classic Disney
movie Lady and the Tramp? Those cartoon characters are the picture-perfect
representation of the people I'm talking about. These types of people are the
puppetmasters, the manipulators. They watch the drama of the sheep,
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wolves, and sheepdogs through the gold-trimmed windows of their lofty
perches. Such people may even capitalize upon the exploitation of sheep,
wolves, and sheepdogs; they build their kingdoms upon the pawns

of humankind and, as natural shape-shifters, may at any time act like sheep,
wolves, sheepdogs or manatees with the leitmotif of self-

benefaction. Examples of Siamese cats are dirty lawyers, crooked judges,
'masked' good guys, some politicians and, from a broader perspecitve, corrupt
governments_ who may not sneak into bedrooms at night with guns but who
defend and support those who do under greased palms, through the
development, revision, and interpretation of fallible law.

Now, if you are a sheepdog, you must be extremely wary of the

latter. Siamese Cats, while lower than yourself on the moral food chain, are
usually found only behind the physically impenetrable high walls, deep moats,
and iron gates of aristocratic strongholds. To guard against their coniving
tactics and seemingly limitless financial support, you must be incredibly sharp
on defense. And while wolves can usually be subdued (or their effects
mitigated) by physical means--up to and including the application of lethal
force--to offensively unperch Siamese cats, you need to relinquish your grip
on physical weapons and train your heart and mind to master the intangible
weapons of faith, boldness, and fervent prayer.

Posted 27th September 2012 by mj

Labels: grossman leadership development other types of people sheep
sheepdogs wolves
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Why Bad Things Happen to Good People
September 27, 2012

Why do bad things happen to good people? That age-old question may never
be fully answered, but | do know of one reason. Bad things often happen to
good people, because good people selflessly put themselves into bad
situations to protect others. Sometimes, bad things happen to the helpful.

Good people, truly good people, do not like to see others get hit by a figurative
train.

Sometimes the good people try to climb aboard and stop the train and they
speed it up instead by hitting the big FASTER button instead of the STOP
button, causing secondary and tertiary problems for others around

them. Sometimes bad things happen to good people because they make
stupid decisions. Bad things happen when you're stupid. Ignorance is a poor
life preserver. As a good person, you need to bring your A-game. There

Is nothing more dangerous than a helpful, good person who is stupid.

On that note, there is another level of stupid people with good intentions who
should be avoided at all costs. We'll call that person "Clown Shoes." Clown
Shoes has built a reputation of running up to every potential victim of
misfortune and clumsily pushing those victims fast and hard into their
respective trains. "Whoopsie!!!"

Important to note: In every situation where someone is about to be hit by a
train, there is a team of analysts who evaluate the play-by-play actions of both
the victim and the 'good person' trying to save the victim. Pay no attention to
the analysts, because (1) they are too scared or self-inflated to enter the
arena themselves, and (2) they will find fault in every attempt a good person
makes, labeling them ALL as stupid if they fail, and overtly praising the hero
when the outcome is favorable.

Sometimes good people push the potential victim out of harm's way and get

hit by the train themselves. They take on the physical, emotional,
psychological, spiritual, or financial "train," sans hesitation, fully aware of the
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consequences. And yes, sometimes it kills them (physically,
emotionally...). That's not stupid. That's called "Love."

Sometimes the "good people" simply get involved because "it's the right thing
to do." They help, neither out of situational ignorance nor love, perhaps trying
to divert the train by "making a few phone calls." Or maybe they'll throw the
potential victim a frail monetary rope. This is not called help, it's called
placating. Such 'help' could also be deemed self-edification, if the "good
people” in this case only help when others are looking, and turn a blind eye
when the situation is privatized.

Finally, there are the good people who attempt to slow or stop the train purely
out of selflessness and the desire to help. Perhaps they'll try to slow the train
with their gee-whiz McGuyver intellect. Perhaps they'll try to stop the train or
save the potential victim in other ways. The outcome of their efforts could fall
equally on the side of success or failure, but they truly help how they can,
avoiding hurting themselves in the process if at all

possible. Their attempts can still lead ultimately lead to one of the
aforementioned endings, but then again, they could emerge victorious with the
unharmed victim in their arms.

Let's face it, failure occurs only when you try. I'd rather fail a thousand times,
than be burdened by the question of whether | could have done better. Done
more. Made a bigger impact. Helped others. Saved others. But always keep
in mind that there are different types of people who try to help in different
ways, and they don't always have good intentions and they don't always have
a successful track record. Bad things happen to good people all the

time. Sometimes the people aren't really good, sometimes they're good and
stupid, and if they're good people who are motivated to act out of love, then
the bad things don't matter one way or another. The best rule of thumb when
helping people or receiving help, is to use wisdom, know how to identify the
types of good people that may help, and to ponder potential outcomes to
yourself and others.

Posted 27th September 2012 by mj Labels: backfire burden helpful helping
helping people leadership development people
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Bill's Pink Sticker
September 27, 2012

Bill S. is a busy man. At any time of the day or night, on any day of the week,
I'll run into him on one of my company's drilling rigs, picking up or

delivering equipment. Bill works for Rice Electric, our primary regional electric
motor repair company. If you were to approach the driver's side of Bill's truck,
you'd notice a proudly displayed sticker which portrays a silhouette of a drilling
rig's derrick over the number "316," which is one of our rigs. The sticker, in its
entirety, is bright pink.

Oil and gas drilling has traditionally been big, tough, manly work. So why, you
may wonder, is the sticker pink? Without a doubt, it's a conversational

piece. It has nothing to do with breast cancer; there's no Susan G.

Komen "Drill for the Cure" campaign in existence--that | know of,

anyway... No, that sticker represents something far more personal for

Bill. Something far more meaningful. Bill is the proud father of the

only Woman Roughneck in this part of the country. Her name's Autumn.

So what's a Roughneck look like? If your perception was like mine a few
years ago, you may imagine some mud- & oil-soaked sweaty ape who drinks
and curses like a Sailor, carries a brick of Black Maria chaw in his left breast
pocket and a pack of Marlboro Reds rolled up in his shirt sleeve, who talks
with his fist, sleeps in his boots and Texas-sized cowboy hat, and leads with a
stick. When | was a kid, | thought Marines all looked like Jean Claude Van
Damme. | would later learn that Marines came in all shapes, sizes, colors,
and genders (except fat). That's right, | was surprised to learn that there were
even Women Marines, also known as WM's. Well, my current company is no
different. We have gone to great lengths to change the culture and perception
of Roughnecks. And like Marines compared to other fighting forces, | believe
there is no finer representation of drilling industry professionals than at this
company. So what's a Roughneck look like? A trained professional in the oil
& gas drilling industry, a Roughneck looks like any sharp character. A
Roughneck looks like Autumn.

I've had the pleasure of meeting Autumn. She's not big, muscular, or
manly. She's a good ol' American girl, and she's loved by both her crew
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and her management. The cool part is that she's not just in for a quick ride to
determine whether she likes this line of work. Autumn has been with the
company for about a year, and she's recently been promoted to the most
technical position on our rigs--Motor Hand.

When Bill talks about his daughter, he beams. Bill is the same kind of proud
Papa that | hope others see in myself when | talk about my kids. Few fathers,
however, will ever know the pride of displaying a token with such a unique
story and honor... as Bill's pink sticker.

Posted 27th September 2012 by mj

Labels: 316 Autumn Shoup drilling qirl girl roughneck lady Patterson
roughneck stories about people woman women

The Cops are Cooler in Pennsylvania
September 28", 2012

Pennsylvania's Chamber of Commerce needs to run with this ad: "The Cops
are Cooler in Pennsylvania." If that wouldn't bring more visitors to the
Commonwealth, | don't know what would.

It's true. There are fewer flashing blue lights in Pennsylvania, and | can
honestly say that I've never seen an officer hiding behind a clump of bushes
on the side of any PA highway or byway. In Virginia, cops are horrible at
hiding around every corner, like uniformed boogeymen, waiting for you to
sneeze the wrong way. City Police, State Troopers, all the same. | used to
count the flashing lights along the 30 mile stretch between our place and my
work EVERY MORNING, just to call my wife and complain about five, eight,
twelve cars pulled over under the uniformed Nazi-like regime of

Virginia. Gun and drug checkpoints in Newport News. Seat belt checkpoints
in Deep Creek. The dreaded speed trap between the Battlefield & Indian
River exits of I-64 in Chesapeake. Suffolk. Hampton. Norfolk. Virginia
Beach. Ohio is the same way, along with North Carolina and some parts of
Florida. Can't stand it! Take your points and your citations and stick them
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where the sun don't shine, Virginia!

These days, | drive across Pennsylvania and see MAYBE one car pulled over
a day. | can drive around Pittsburgh for eight hours of any given day or night,
and never see a flashing blue light. Trust me, if anyone knows that there's a
marked difference in the way Police are utilized, it's me. In every other State,
I'm a cop magnet. So | actually dig on the Law Enforcement scene here. If
the uniformed protectors of your or my respective regions aren't task-
saturated with feeding their greedy municipalities with lucrative traffic tickets,
then they can spend more time doing what's important, like protecting.

Posted 28th September 2012 by mj

Labels: pa pennsylvania police speed traps state troop trooper

What Does Your McNugget Sauce Say About You?
September 28", 2012

Warning: Mild sarcasm and gross insensitivity to follow. Please leave your
feelings at the door.

Hmm, decisions, decisions. We Americans have many choices for everything
except presidential candidates. Twenty different churches within our

reach. Twice as many restaurants. And at McDonalds, you have eight
choices of dipping sauces in which to dip your forty-piece McNuggets. Here's
what your sauce choice says about you, according to Dr. Pharce at the
McNugget Sauce Research Lab of Southern California.*

1. Barbecue -- Everything about this sauce says, "I'm a carnivore." You love
it because you love cooking out, and on your grill, anything goes. Huge fatty
slabs of pork, thick marbelized beef, whole chickens, all coated in that glorious
special recipe barbecue that was passed down by generations of large
relatives. If you choose barbecue sauce, it's probably because you're fat.

2. Honey -- Ah, the stuff of nature. Honey is healthy and it tastes
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good. These days, it's danged expensive. But doggone, it's a sticky mess
and it's the last thing you need getting on your clothes or on the seats in your
car. You may order honey because you know it's expensive so you're trying
to stick it to McDonalds, but survey says the most likely reason that you'd
subject yourself to ruined clothes and car upholstery is because honey is the
healthy alternative to sugar. Face it, you like sweets and, well, you're
probably fat. And whenever you dunk your nuggets in sugar, people stare at
you and whisper to each other and giggle.

3. Hot Mustard -- Why anyone would put this on a chicken is beyond

me. Mustard, as we all know, is the healthy alternative to mayonaise on
sandwiches, but for crying out loud it doesn't belong on everything. Baby, you
know what's coming... you're fat, and there's no hiding it. Might as well just
ask for mayonaise; it tastes better.

4. Sweet & Sour -- What sadomasochistic person came up with this

sauce? You reward and punish your taste buds all in the same bite. The tip
of your tongue is dancing with joy, the sides of your tongue are screaming in
agony. You're sick. And the sweet part wasn't made with honey, rather
processed sugar. You just can't avoid eating anything with "sweet" in the title,
can you, fatso?

5. Spicy Buffalo -- You know, on one hand | want to call this a sensible
choice, because it actually tastes pretty good, but when you look at the history
of buffalo ranch or buffalo sauce, it began only a handful of years ago after
some hot wing lovers touted the significance of their leftover dipping bowl
contents. If you love buffalo sauce, you probably love hot wings, right? Do
you know how much saturated fat goes into making hot wings? You probably
also love pizza, seeing as buffalo sauce transformed the way we eat pizza
crust. You, Sir, are a disgusting fatwad.

6. Creamy Ranch -- Howdy, ranch lover. You put ranch on

everything. Ranch on your vegetables, ranch on your pizza, ranch on your
meat, ranch on your dog and your doorknob. Cupholders in your car? Full of
ranch. "The only way we can get little Suzie to eat anything healthy is to put
Ranch on it. She loves that stuff, hee hee!" Well, | hope the ranch in this little
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packet is extra, extra creamy, SO you can pop your friggin' heart and go
straight to ranch heaven. If you haven't guessed by now, Ranch cowgirl,
y 0 u fatt Mobody's had the mind to tell you.

7. Honey Mustard -- There's a twist. Two 'healthy' alternatives to sweetness
and fatness, rolled into one. You must be feeling extra guilty. Do yourself a
favor... resist the temptation to get on the scale in your friend's bathroom... it
may be devestating. See items 2 and 3 above.

8. Sweet Chili -- Again drawn to the "sweet," but also drawn to the chili...
hmm. You're an exciting fat person. You let it all hang out on the Salsa
dancefloor. A little scary but hey, I'm proud of ya.

The truth is, we're all fat. But that's what's great about this country. We're all
fat. It's the one thing we all have in common. It's patriotic. Uncommon
fatness is our common virtue. So double, triple, and quadruple those 20-piece
orders of four dollar, crispy, golden, bleached, beakless chicken parts. And
go sauce crazy! We only live once.

*There is no such research lab.
Posted 28th September 2012 by mj

Labels: all mcnugget sauces fat food mcdonalds mcnugget sauce review
obesity review sauce soap box

Regional Trend: Where Have all the Stop/Slow Men Gone?
September 29, 2012

|l tds raining outside. Wi dsYo el fdi rwa lpley sl
free from the sluggish line of interconnected cars on the highway at Exit 41,
and in about 11 miles, youoll be home fr

you come around that familiar corner and hit your brakes in surprise, because
three hundred feet ahead is a person wearing a hard hat and reflective safety
vest, holding a Stop sign.
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Now, this is just a regional observation
mani festation of any feeling, good I/ bad
call them, are almost always entirely men in Virginia, and | believe the same is

true in the other places | have lived, though | never paid much attention until

now. Il think ités because the guys who
theroad,ona r ot ati onal Oroad guard6é duty. St
just like the rest of the crew, grimy and sweaty and all that.

A

In Pennsylvania, the Stop/Slow sign holders are all women! Well, notalll & m

sure, but al most e v e segnwomen asthe primanhsgn St at e
hol der s. And theyodére usually cl ean; Il 6 m
for that rol e. Just another thing that
think i1tdés cool because i tlinessdatse a | ev el

traditionally dirty work of civil construction.
Posted 29th September 2012 by mj

Labels: civil construction girls hard work man stuff man work pa pennsylvania
road women work

Patrick J. Delaney: Hardened Marine, Humble Leader, Silent

Professional
September 29, 2012

Patrick J. Delaney was a Beirut-bombing era Marine whom | had the pleasure
of working under for much of my time as a Recon Marine. This pock-faced,
white haired 1st Sergeant was a hard tack leader with a reputation for being a
no-excuse, no-bull kind of guy. He very much reminds me of Clint Eastwood
in Heartbreak Ridge. In one of the hallways of the French Creek Recon
Barracks, hung a black & white picture of himself as a young

Sergeant patrolling through a cannabis field in South America. Of all the other
amazing photos and paintings of enemy troops, Recon guys freefall jumping,
scuba diving, fighting, patrolling, or sniping that hung around the CP, that
photo of Delaney was my favorite.

I'll never forget when First Sergeant Delaney ran into some guys who he
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perceived didn't have the heart to be in Recon. They were some real candy
Hollywood types who just went through this new Marine Corps Recon
'pipeline." Young guys. | could go into great detail about them, but suffice it to
say, they were some hard danks who made it through all kinds of great
training that was just handed to them (unlike most of us who had to earn every
seat we got), but they were arrogant and didn't give a crap about anybody but
themselves.

"SPAAAAAETS!!!" | ran to his office. "Yes First Sergeant!" He motioned at
these three new guys standing outside his door. | won't mention what they
did. "Speights (that's me), | want you to take these three men out for the day,
and all night, and all the next day if you have to, and | want you to break
them. Use your head, keep them hydrated, but PT them into the dirt. Do not
bring them back until somebody quits their job or ends up in the hospital.” It
was 0730.

One of the biggest differences between Marines and everybody else, is that
the leader is going to thrash with his men. | was going to PT myself into the
dirt, and it's a tough gamble whether one of these young, fresh-from-school
guys will break before me. The only advantage | had, being

a Reconnaissance Team Leader, was the psychological advantage. We ran
five miles in boots and utilities. Splashed into the New River basin for an hour
long boots & ut's swim. Came out on mainside and ran another three miles
between pull-up bars and obstacle courses, getting some upper body
discipline as each opportunity arose. Then we ran a windy, dusty tank trail
back toward the beach, about ten miles or so, until one guy said "F-it, | don't
need this crap.” Not two minutes after | received confirmation that he did not
want to be a part of this unit, one of the three guys passed out on the side of
the road, rolling into a ditch. We flagged down the first pickup truck and had
them take him and the quitter to the Battalion Aid Station, while | ran the last
mile with the final guy, back to the barracks. 1told the Duty NCO to make
sure this guy self-hydrated for fifteen minutes, then gave him grid coordinates
where | wanted him to start digging a platoon-sized hide site.

| went to report in with Delaney. You should have seen the look on his face,
when | told him that one guy quit Recon and another was getting double-
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bagged with Lactate Ringers at BAS. | told him | would be joining Marine # 3
in digging a pit, once | picked up food for both of us. Delaney thanked me,
verified that he had heard correctly... "Miles QUIT. Really?" "Yes, First
Sergeant." He grabbed his soft cap quickly. "I'm headed to BAS," he said,
heart on his sleeve. "Keep me informed about the third Marine." "Aye, First
Sergeant.” "And Speights--" "Yes First Sergeant?" "Great job." Coming from
this man, it was a compliment in the highest degree.

The greatest testament to PJ Delaney's character had nothing to do with any
military campaign. It had nothing to do with his hardness, the respect others
had for him, or his military bearing. Every morning, he was up before
anyone. He was the first in his office in the morning, and the last one to
leave. Do you know what he did every morning? He swept. He swept the
sidewalk in front of all the Company offices--this was at Lejeune, post French
Creek Recon Barracks and pre Courthouse Bay CP Building. We were
borrowing the lower level offices of the AA Battalion barracks while ours were
being built. Delaney swept that long catwalk every day, even though he had
hundreds of junior Marines at his disposal. He swept when no one would
have batted an eve if he had told them to do it. He swept when all of his
peers, his superiors, and even his subordinates silently questioned why this
was not delegated. He swept even though others felt that they were beyond
sweeping by virtue of the rank they attained. Patrick Delaney, leader of men,
First Sergeant of Marines, warrior among hardened warriors, lifelong
Reconnaissance Man... he grabbed a broom, a foxtail and a dustpan, and
swept in front of everyone's door every day.

Whenever | am faced with an opportunity to be humble, or to get in the field
with my guys when my "place" may be behind a desk, | think of PJ Delaney. |
remember his solid character, | remember his tough reputation, but mostly |
remember the quick glimpses into his big heart. | remember his humble,
sweeping spirit. | will never forget him.

Posted 29th September 2012 by mj

Labels: 1st delaney first infantry major marine marine corps marines patrick pj
delaney recon reconnaissance sergeant stories about people USMC
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View comments

Eddy GilleyNovember 16, 2012 at 10:41 PM

Did something happen to Pat? Is he still alive?

Reply

mi{November 19, 2012 at 9:48 PM

Sorry! Didn't mean to scare anybody. Yeah, he's still alive... at least, he
should be! Haven't seen him on any lists and he's pretty freakin'
resilient. | was just giving him a living tribute here!
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Four Books and Three P's
September 29, 2012

Got the down and dirty on four books that are really good, and three more that
| bought that look really good.

1. The Circle Maker, by Mark Batterson -- Our church, LifeStone
(Pittsburgh), has been following a series based on this book. I've read many
Christian books from Hurnard's Hind's Feet on High Places of the 80's to
Warren's Purpose Driven Life in the 00's, and about twenty others

altogether. The Circle Maker? Best yet. Very well written, very powerful. All
about the way we pray.

2. The Way of the Shepherd, by Dr. Kevin Leman & William Pentak -- | have
actually been talking about this one for a while; | picked it up off some guy on
a plane ride to Houston back in January. Very good, short book about how to
lead and manage productively using the seven tips of a sheep rancher-turned-
Fortune 50 CEO.

3. It Worked for Me, In Life and Leadership, by Colin Powell. | loved this
book because first, as many do, | have a lot of respect for this man.
Secondly, he has very sound wisdom. Third, he dispenses that wisdom in
very small bites; most of the lessons in this book are in segments no larger
than a few pages. Excellent read.

4. The Decision Book: 50 Models for Strategic Thinking, by Mikael
Krogerus & Roman Tschaeppeler. | 6ve been carrying this
pocket for about a week. It is pocket sized, and every two or three pages

represents some type of model, matrix, or lesson that may be applied to some

facet of life, from both the personal and business perspectives. Models and

matrixes range from ancient to contemporary. Another great book.

The three P's, or Possibles, | have yet to read but will report on them as soon
as | have:

1. The 21 Irrefutable Laws of Leadership, by John C. Maxwell
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2. No True Glory: A Frontline Account of the Battle for Fallujah, by Bing
West

3. The Five Dysfunctions of a Team: A Leadership Fable, by Patrick
Lencioni

Posted 29th September 2012 by mj

Labels: 2012 best best leadership books of 2012 Bing West book books
christian Colin Powell John C. Maxwell leaders leadership leadership
development Lencioni list

A Day in the Life: Sayings of the Month
September 29, 2012

| always love recording the funny things that come out of our kids'
mouths. Here's the latest installment:

Ayla (3) was trying to move past me the other day. My computer bag was
leaning against the seat beside me. She tried to step over it, then stepped
back and asked, "Daddy, can you please move your purse?"

Just two days ago, | asked Ayla if she was ready to be a big sister. "Are you
ready to help momma change the baby's diapers, and help give the baby a
bath, feed the baby, and burp the baby?" Her eyes showed her excitement
and imagination, as she held a pretend bottle in one hand and a baby in the
other. "Uh-huh, and, and... ... and DRINK the baby, too!"

We were headed out to go for a walk last Sunday. | had become engaged in
the storyline of a movie which I'd never paid any attention to before, the
animated classic Anastasia. The graphics and animations, well, they're not
Pixar. Then Petra came in, all ready to go, just looking at me. "Are you
coming?" Hiding behind my daughters, | state flatly that I'm just watching
Anastasia with the girls, and that it's almost over. "I hate to admit it," | told
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Petra, "This is actually a really good movie!" Ayla gets up and says, "C'mon
dad. This movie's cheezy."

"May Caleb be with You." Petra and | were sitting on the couch. We're badly
in need of a new couch, this one's nice and leather and all that, but even with
the big board | put under the cushions, it swallows our butts whole, making it
very difficult to get up. Especially true now that | weigh 250 Ibs. and Petra's
two weeks from popping out a baby. We were both staring at the remote
control next to the TV. "Use The Force," | told her, jokingly reaching out my
hand and pretending to sweat over it. She replies seriously without skipping a
beat, "Oh | use The Force all the time... CALEB!!!" She later explained that
Caleb (our resident Star Wars Jedi since he was in diapers) has been
nicknamed The Force since her pregnancy began... | just haven't been home
enough to notice.

Dads have all kinds of cool traits that make each of them unique. One of mine
is the seldom-used NRA Handshake. You walk up to shake someone's hand,
and before they can even realize what's going on, you deftly pull their hand

up toward your shoulder like it's a shotgun's pistol grip, pulling their arm out
straight while simultanously reaching in and grasping their tricep as if it is the
forestock of the weapon, staring down their arm like you're aiming, usually
yelling out "NRA HANDSHAKE!!!" It usually stuns the handshake victim for a
second, then they end up rolling. Great icebreaker or business deal

closer. That Xian Merger? NRA HANDSHAKE!! Does it every time. Just
kidding. But it is fun.

Well, Caleb walked up to somebody the other day; an adult he didn't know--
he executed the above 'novelty' handshake superbly! He was one with the
element of surprise and everything... except that the guy was confused by
what Caleb yelled out. "MRI HANDSHAKE!!"

Last month, we went out to Red Lobster for my birthday. That's my birthday
tradition, as often as we can make it happen anyway. Red Lobster, followed
by a homemade cherry chip cake with cherry icing that Petra does

perfectly. Mac was with us (up from Texas) as well as Seb, one of the cool
neighbor boys that keeps everybody laughing. We had this wisenheimer
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waiter who agreed with everything you said. "Oh yeah, | love that too. YES!!!
Me too. Oh yeah, isn't that the best?" When we got on the topic of biscuits,
he said, "You love Red Lobster biscuits, I'm a Red Lobster biscuit fiend!!! In
fact, | have the biggest picture on the wall in our lobby, for winning RL's
annual biscuit eating contest." Our boy Josh goes, "Really?" The waiter says
dryly, "No, not really. I'm just kidding." So then we're ordering, and

Josh orders his regular two orders of mussels and sn... "Snow crab legs?"
Interrupted the waiter, "I'm also a mind reader.” Josh instantly says to him,
"Oh yeah, where's the picture hanging for that one? Everybody started
laughing at the table. Even the waiter was busted, and laughed out loud. Lily
asks, "What's everybody laughing for? Why's everybody laughing?" Caleb
tells her, "Oh, nothing happened--our waiter just got Schooled by Josh."

Life is very good in our household. | love these fleeting 'isms."'
Posted 29th September 2012 by mj

Labels: a day in the life child children funny funny things kids say home and
family kid kids sayings

I've Created an Arsonist
October 1st, 2012

I've recently become self-aware of the fact that I'm horrible at relating big
ticket topics to kids. My most recent topical failure: Sharing.

Our girls were fighting over a Rapunzel Barbie. | bark something random and
insignificant to get them to stop. Then | sit them down. | tried to guide them
to the answers of what things they find most valuable. You know, the "House
fire" scenario. What is the first thing you would think of saving?

Well they passed the test... yell really loud to get everybody's attention, wake
up mommy, grab your sister and run outside. Forget about the stuffed
animals, the gerbils, the Rapunzel doll. Not important in the long scheme of
things. Lily did tell me I'd better get mommy's purse or she'd be mad at me.

94


http://www.blogger.com/profile/02175040738135648939
http://www.despiteallobstacles.com/search/label/a%20day%20in%20the%20life
http://www.despiteallobstacles.com/search/label/child
http://www.despiteallobstacles.com/search/label/children
http://www.despiteallobstacles.com/search/label/funny
http://www.despiteallobstacles.com/search/label/funny%20things%20kids%20say
http://www.despiteallobstacles.com/search/label/home%20and%20family
http://www.despiteallobstacles.com/search/label/home%20and%20family
http://www.despiteallobstacles.com/search/label/kid
http://www.despiteallobstacles.com/search/label/kids
http://www.despiteallobstacles.com/search/label/sayings
http://www.despiteallobstacles.com/2012/10/ive-created-arsonist.html

Then came the hailstorm of unanswerable questions. The teary-eyed what if's
and the talk of floods and tornadoes and fires and homeless people who have
lost everything. Lots of questions about when our house is gonna catch on
fire. So to counterbalance the fear, | assured them that none of these things
are supposed to happen, but we need to be prepared anyway. In answer to
what we would do, | said, well, don't worry about all the stuff, we can buy new
stuff. Dolls, couches, beds, a TV, etc. And in answer to where we would live,
| instinctively said we'd probably move to grandma & grandpa's monster
house.

Wrong answer. The girls can't wait for the fire to happen. All new toys AND
we get to move to grandma'’s house??!!l Woo-HOO!!! They're still making
plans for the big fire that | hope and pray never happens. "LILY! Put those
matches down!!!"

Posted 1st October 2012 by mj

Labels: a day in the life emergency planning family home and family house
fire planning living with grandma
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All But the Kiss

October 7th, 2012

Caught these two on an opportune drive-by shooting in Pittsburgh's
Southside, near Soul Il Sole. Captured all but the kiss.
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Posted 7th October 2012 by mj

Labels: amor amore amour couple couples kiss kissing love lovers pair photo
picture pittsburgh

97


http://www.blogger.com/profile/02175040738135648939
http://www.despiteallobstacles.com/search/label/amor
http://www.despiteallobstacles.com/search/label/amore
http://www.despiteallobstacles.com/search/label/amour
http://www.despiteallobstacles.com/search/label/couple
http://www.despiteallobstacles.com/search/label/couples
http://www.despiteallobstacles.com/search/label/kiss
http://www.despiteallobstacles.com/search/label/kissing
http://www.despiteallobstacles.com/search/label/love
http://www.despiteallobstacles.com/search/label/lovers
http://www.despiteallobstacles.com/search/label/pair
http://www.despiteallobstacles.com/search/label/photo
http://www.despiteallobstacles.com/search/label/picture
http://www.despiteallobstacles.com/search/label/pittsburgh
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-YBM8EKZIlfQ/UHHSos_6bcI/AAAAAAAAJnM/hEv0DWsBLbo/s1600/1.jpg

Beauty and the Big Cigar
October 7th, 2012

Here's another photo -- this couple was having fun walking down the road, the
Mister swinging a big cigar the whole time. He looked like almost like Tim
Allen, or another actor whose name escapes me. They never stopped joking
around with each other and laughing.

S
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Posted 7th October 2012 by mj

Labels: couple in pittsburgh love pair photo picture pittsburgh
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La Albina
October 7th, 2012

Here's a girl that we've seen a couple places around Pittsburgh; she has a
very unique shade of melanin... | believe she's an Albino African American,
but not entirely sure. If | get the chance again, I'll ask her.

Posted 7th October 2012 by mj  Labels: african american albino albino
black black albino qgirl people person pittsburgh
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The Birdman of Pitt

October 7th, 2012

Pittsburgh has several birdmen. This is the birdman of the University of
Pittsburgh (Pitt). A professional in his field, this man seemed to be
exceptionally good at feeding birds.
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Dash Five
October 12th, 2012

Baby number five's due in a few days, but at the rate of pace momma's
moving, the magic moment may happen any minute. This will be the first time
we didn't find out the gender of the baby... the surprise will make it fun in my
book. We've been excitedly looking forward to this time! Momma's been
taking a beating from this very active baby ever since the end of her second
trimester, so | know she's ready.

If it's a boy, his name will be Gideon Reade. If a girl, Jolina Rayne. We'll be
excited on either front.

Well, gonna drop off and get back to work.

-MJ
Posted 12th October 2012 by mj

Labels: a day in the life due in october expecting in october home and family
october babies october baby pregnant
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She's Gonna Blow!!!
October 14t 2012

Momma's ready to pop. Baby's ready to join this crazy family. Petra's been
contracting all day.

Lily taught herself to ride a bike last week. She's been riding circles in our
backyard, on the small patch of driveway that wraps around the house. She
wants to live with grandma and grandpa when she grows up. "Why?" | ask
her. "Because | feel sorry for them, because they don't have any kids."

Ayla clings to daddy and doesn't let go. Every time she sees me, she
clutches me because she knows my hours at home are few, and | probably
won't see her for several days again. Even if I'm home every night of the
week, I'm rarely home before her bedtime, and I'm off to work before she
wakes up. At night sometimes, I'll hover over my kids, hug, kiss, and pray for
them while they're sleeping. It's better than no contact at all, but | can't wait
for that part of my life to change!

Josh acts like he just discovered music for the first time ever. Every chance
he gets, he wants to download one song or another to his ipod. He'll spend
hours listening to music, and his favorite songs are the songs that were new
when | was his age. He's beginning to act more and more like a teenager.

Caleb is making us a salad right now. He's such a servant. Loves taking care
of everybody.

I've got such a great family!!!
Posted 14th October 2012 by mj

Labels: a day in the life home and family
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Southside Randoms
October 14th, 2012
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Quality Time
October 14, 2012

Quiality time? this guy found it. Caught these two while | was waiting at a
stoplight... unmistakibly father & son, spending the kind of quality time so

many of us wish we did. Look at their facial expressions in each picture--
they're identical.
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Pittsburgh Area Drive-By
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Love on Mount Washington
October 14th, 2012

Saw this couple while we were walking between the Duquesne &
Monongahela Inclines. Couldn't resist a couple pictures.
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The Duguesne Incline
October 14th, 2012
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