Sheila Banksion (cenber) performs in “Vaices of the Armory.” She's flanked by her kids, 1saiah and Bleshonda
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‘Armory’ gives voice to
Slope shelter residents

By Deirdre McDonnell
for Bvoaidyn Paper Pt

Members of the audience had no
idea that some of the words read by
Sheila Bankston at Smurday’s play
reading were in fact her very own.

Bankston, & former homeless woman
wald her story in Melidown Inc.'s prodog-
ton of “Vaboes of the Armory.” presented
i Mew York Methodist Hl'npll.ﬂ

The dramatic play conveys s staries
about some of the women who h
resided in the Pak Slope Amory
Women's Sh Mer and also addsesses past
\,I,'ll“fl""lf"’:ql.{}. J.I'IIJ COMCEME

Sheila wis one of a dozen women who
sat on stage reading Sories th involved
chikd and spousal abuse.
i homelessness. T1

af the wWomen s sh
Mehdown voluniser moupe. In facy, they
were a combination of both groups.

Shrimg in the front row of that audicnce
were two well-behaved youngslers who
have heard the sLORes many umes.

[wine-ye. Izaizh Banksson lovingly
ook can .~|' his - three-year-old  saser,
Hlesh . a5 they listened for about twio
bears 1o the stories unfolding. Bankston s
brutally honest abow her story and proud
of her accomplishments

She admits that her froubles Sem
her |1_-..-.|n,.!_ and akoohol gbase

And she knows thal although she has

ahead before she can call her story @ suc-
RS,

Bankston found herself in the sheler
three *-cp:r.:l.r.' times from 1987 o 1993,
Her children were tuken away and put in
foster came. She had hit botioen and knew it
wias up 10 her to change her i

“1 was in @ bodal state o
Bronwin [Ruckar] and he
my lifie. And boy wis [ stub
resisted as hard as T could " Ruck
tified social worker, is artisic di
Mekidown

Curinsity taok over the resistance an
slowly Bankston started to partici
the Mehdown ““Voices of the Armory™
group sessions held at the shel

“I coaldn’t believe that 1
were actually here for me. 1 hi
o e :
¢r | had the urge to hurt myseif, She
famaly member tome and my chil
expla Branksoon.
=0 credats the Bay Ridge Chr

e

“They came all the way 1o :."-.' s
and ook me rch. There 1 found
tuality,” she ; 1 wis dovwn anmy |
and they weated me 28 an equal. | me;
something 1o them,”

First and foreemost in Banksion's “road
o recovery Was gedting reundted with bar
childmen. 5he says she 1.'|".'.L;'|,I them nug.__lur.
Iy when they wene in fosler cine, bul want-
e 1o provide a real home for them. That
dream was fulfilled in 1 ?‘-H when, through
the help of the 50
ghe maoved into b
days belire she was 1
her CEE

11 never forgel hivey fervoms

wits hike a line child waitdng for Chrisomas
 armve,” Ruckers tasd,

Bleshonda was returmed 1o the fam:l_l.' a
lfew maonths later fodbowing seven months
re. Banksion and other young-
tinue 0o attend repular counseling
seasions through Family Preventon. Isa-
iah, whiss favarite subject i math, says
he's & “s0 507 student, but enjoys anrr'.dLng
schoal. Bleshorda, who knows her address
and relephone number and how o spell her
name, will soon aoend 2 Head Stan pro-
Jram

Bankston remains on welfare, bt is toy-
he idea of anending college. Her
5 include writing and work-
PR Course Lo
¢ knew 1 had such "HII["I'L;'.l .Jr.vl

* Rucker sald. “The rrnr-:,_lu 8 paosi-
th in bath directions Wi help

peces of the Armory™ was wrinen and
produced by Rocker, who along with so-
cial worker Laura Metallo have conduocied
the weekly empowerment and advocacy
fugs] . e sinoe Ociober 1993,
e b changes in te administration of
thee sheelier. Meiidown is no longer holding
the mestings. Saturday™s reading was pre-
b Meltdown's Mster Program and
Cirace Dew Anb-Violen tiom Pro-
j peration with Wormen Against
'vl.'l"l'n.l. E vernwhen:




