MELTDOWN

By Marcy Arlin-Aboumajd

Aamid the i of Cony
Istand, on the beardwalk ot W.12th
Stneed, is the Side Show Muscom, &
festament b the canty aimoaphens af
ihe amisemend paek’s past. Locaied
mexi 60 & hot dog snd beer vendor, tha

sorkerg, In full view of the audience,
of any performance.
cl'l-l.MiHuh'_rdvrml.n.g Melidown

mult-medis, stand-up comedy, with a
heavy dose of dadaism. Founded in
1983, the grosp ix based in Brookhm
and perfoems all around the MNew: Yoek
wren, has been o iedevisson and has a
recond produciion company, The show
Friday night was part of a series of
wvmn-garde thesier and music events at
the muscum.
Ciificially the show began at Spen,
el (he: madence drified in and out
threughout the 2-hour perf:
Some seemed 0 have come specifically
For Mehdows olthers seemed (o have
wandered in afier & day & the beach. The
wchond the imformality of
the audience: Cast members wandesed
around the sisge area. chanting with
Erierils, cach other, amnging props,
tuning electronic eqaipment, checking
the sudio levels, sccustoming
themschves w the space, easing inin e
performance along with the saliende—
what I call "uming up®, an exercise
nomally done befiore the amival of e

malience, all done in real tme with
linthe hessicaliny.

Things scemod (o be geiing sarod
when one of the actor, (Baonwyn
Rk} dresosd in o " Isdyldke” costume,
hegen amanging salad ingrodicnls on n
mble near the firs row of bisachen.
This sakad al Mirst seemod o e for the
awfience, mayhe afier the show, (ng
istermission) but she massacred g
egraficnts and no one wanted any,

Next, o caped, bulfabo.sh

|
| sans il Bromeyn Rocker's secals,

espocially in 90 degree heat.
Bt the songs dhemac]ves wene
wonderful! Instrumentation wes hy: Rill

| Andrejien, frotless bees: Bob Goldieng,

keyboards, guitsr; Ted Goldberg,
eleciric clarinet: David Hollander, alo

Rick Fosso sbeo played @ droms, The
theme of the evendag. 10 my pereplion,
was B wickle-down elfiect of the feas
of muclear melidown thal plays on e

Banper-capped man (Ridk RI.IWJ:I began
reading, while geated on o socond smpe
leved, wital fumod oul i be forinne
GO0kl mosmges, picked & mndom
From & hasket, The il weeds of
wistom became, becass of the sow,
mthodical, repeiiinve delivery,
profound, sy ruths, Meanwhile, ane
by ome, e musacians cume on smpe,
sometimes ncoompanicd by g Lady.
Thiy fiddled with their insnmens,
walied off, drank ook, chatied with
[riili in the audience. The Lady
walked mroundd che sape, passed & Barkic.
Bll-like pink hairbrush through her
hnir, and commented self-oonmsinusky
on what she was doing. The evening
came inlo focos with the perfneeance
ol sangs writien by Ms. Ruckes wigh
Wy Heagan and Tob Galdherg,
inleripersed by mmsical riffs by one or
more of the musicins,

The: leeting of the evening Oucnsmisd
between relaned, almcet (hrow-sway
improrisaron and besvdy reheansad
musical preachiati Linfor I

ies, relationships, concemns:
and lentities of the aversge American
anisiperson, Ms. Fucker, ina self-
conichngs pardy of herself as

| porfommer, presenged several songs

which might he variously called fma
peogram motes) Mebidown 1, 11, and 111,
Imagining the City, King Kong Karen,
(ebout & iugh MY woman) Radical
Action, TV Dincama, Wish & definilc
Bias apsinad nuclesss, i melidown coulid
i Fact hawe m do with reacioe,
(engmaering designs on e progmm}
samamer-todl indoced listlessness,
relationship been-cut or despair.
Angrchy was also mentioned a5 &
possaibility. One song was panizularky
funny when Ms. Ricker declasmed all
the: dhings she was sorry for, from
muchar missiles o emling a wechess
sndwich, Flicking 3 boa, reluctantly
mecepling applouse, deadly camest,
{mayeh:thew: songe gave ul m
alarming, fsscinating and pertinent
mralysis of the meunses thar fill te
nuclear age.

this peviewer became a b deized ped
bmpatient with the spaces between de
musicl umhers which seemed, afier
the first 10 minies o 56, Eelevant i
ehe mrin et of the show: Clever,
Bypor-awure, posl-oucicar, mgs-ridden
tmes, Alhaugh the Eaervals became
showter, alber an hour and a kalf of
interlndes of “dendgpoce,” impatence sel
I Peshagd & imore condensed mamer al
intrducing the “characiers™ and songs
nd providing seques could be found,

Unf by, 1 Badl 1o e Racliome
the conclusion of the performance, due
Iy & cxwmibinagion of the heat, the noise
lewel, (thit group occationally brooe
inio “madom noise bresks") and simuli
whal was used 1o ke clasuified & "an
experiencs ™ Coney Iskand cnuingss,
scajulls and beach, fonhouse
aimosphere of the teater, and the
mmmw
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