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At Times, We Don’t Have
To Suffer For Their Art

By DAVID BROWNE
C ALL IT (EEITH) HARING'S 5¥K-

drome. The symptosis are casy to detect. After

years of laboring onder inti mations of art. mem-

bers of the Lowey Manheiien srtrock eommuni-
ty decide Lhey'd like their work 1o be more accessible to
the Great Unwashed, This craving takes (he form of mak-
ing concert movies (Laurie Anderson's “Home of the
Brave™, playing melodic rock "o’ roll instesd of experi-
mental noodlings (the Golden Palominos™ last two al-
bums). or even remaking rock classies (downtown drum-
mer David Van Tieghem just coversd the old Iron
Butterly ¢lassic “Tn-a-Cadda-da-Vida"L

In case you're worried that everything stemming from
Lower Manhatian is suffering from Haring's Syndrome.
one need only listen to the just-released “John Cage
Meets Sun Ha™ A more idesl example of the love-it-or-
hate-it world of experimental music could ool be found
The album alternates between jarmzmen Rs indulging in
horror-movie clectronic keyboard moizes. smd svant-
garde composer Cage making strangulated chanting
sounds with his vecal chonds. '

“John Cage Meets Sun Ra" is not an album for the toler-
ant among us—but then, thats part of the charm of ex-
perimental musie. AL the Botiom Line wmorrow might,
Sun Ra will be performing (he music of Duke Eliinglon
and Fleteher Henderson with his Aller-Desting 21st Cen-
tury Ommniverse Arkestra. Thet doesnt $ound 2= anncying
a5 his Cage collaboration, but one never mows. After all,
at 3 time when Laurie Anderson’s face is plastered asross
print ads fior American Express, we need a few artists im-
mumne to Haring's Syndrome.




