Meltdown Gets
the Cold Shoulder

Volunicer amists and so-
cial workers from the orga-
nization Melhdown, Inc.
have been helping home-
less women ot the Park
35 Am for a year
am hlrl'.“;f:l when they
applicd to be official ad-
ministrators of the shelier,
the Mellown  members
were lefl out in the cold.

Meclidown's
didd mot get past the first
stage of the application pro-

cess, being handled by the
city Department of Home-
less  Services, which is
privalizing the armory shel-
icr

“It's very frusirating that
we  were  dismissed so
quickly from the RFP he-
CAUSS QUr CONCEPL was ber-
rfic,” said  Broawyn
Rucker, Melwown's artistic
director.

“"We were dismissed as
insignificant and trivaal,”
she lamented. "Granted, we
don’t have a history of
working as an organization
[running] a shelter.”

Bul. she said, "We know
what we're doing and we
have expértise “uwk;:ﬁ
with this population,
we're the only people [vol-
umtanily  helping  current
shelter residents].”

The city was spparently
looking for a more estab.
lished social services orga-
nization o administer the
shelier for 70 mentally ill
homeless women. The con-
irct will pay a reporied
£1.9 million in its first year,

Rucker complained 1o
Department of Homeless
Services  (DHS)  official
Stephan Russo that the de-
partmesnl would nol even

refum  Melidown's  phone
calls. The next day. she got
a call, but it was mol whal
dhe wanled to hear,

“We were obd, “Your
proposal has no social ser-
vice plan and no comma-
mity linkages.'" <he said,
aaserting. "The whole thing
is & socl service plan and
there were very specifically
ased  community  link-

nges.

Melidown had suggesied
a creative approach 1o
working with the wosmen,
rather than simply  tradi-
tional drug and aleohol
counseling. “I'mv frustrated
because we know that the
program works,” sud
Rucker. "I feel we are be-
ing ostracized in the same
way that the women [ot the
shelter] are. 1 get the fecl-
ing [DHS officials] wizh
w would just disappenr.”

“But, sighed Rucker,
“you can’t fight City Hall,”

Melidown has been run-
ning an unfunded weekly
program al the Idih Street
buailding called “Voices of
the Armory™ since October,
1993, Ruocker said  her
group of essional
women donate ll‘:'n lime o
the shelter resdents "o let
them know thal not every-
bady in the neighborhood’s
agninst them™ and "o break
down some of those rcist,
sexist barricrs.”

Meltdown, which has an
office at 346 Flathush Ave-
nue, uses theater as a vehi-
che 1o introduce the home-
bess women to the commu-
mity, and conducts sessions
al the armory every Thuss-
day, she sad.

—Erik Engaqueist




