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What is “SOGI”?
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SOGI stands for sexual orientation and gender identity. 

SOGI is an inclusive umbrella acronym for terms such as lesbian, 
gay, straight, bisexual, transgender and cisgender.



What is SOGI-Inclusive Education?
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SOGI-inclusive education raises awareness of and welcomes 
students of all sexual orientations, gender identities and family 
structures.

SOGI-inclusive education includes conversations in the classroom 
about diversity at any time.



Why is SOGI-Inclusive Education Important in BC?
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2016 BC Human Rights Code amendment adds gender identity 
and expression as a prohibited ground of discrimination (joining 
sexual orientation). 

2016 Ministerial directive requires all schools (independent and 
public) to reference sexual orientation and gender identity in 
all district and school codes of conduct.



Why is SOGI-Inclusive Education Important in BC?
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19% of B.C. high school students identify as gay, lesbian, 
bisexual or not exclusively heterosexual.

70% of students (LGBTQ and non-LGBTQ) report hearing 
homophobic slurs such as ‘that’s so gay!’ every day in school. 

GSAs and LGBTQ-inclusive school policies are linked to better 
academic outcomes and lowering negative behaviours for both 
LGBTQ and non-LGBTQ youth.



SOGI 1 2 3 creates professional development and classroom 
resources with educators for educators that are ready to use, 
easy to access, and open to customization.

SOGI 1 2 3 is simply one more way that educators can find the 
resources they need and learn from each other.

What is SOGI 1 2 3?
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SOGI 1  Policies & Procedures

SOGI 2  Inclusive Environments 

SOGI 3  Inclusive BC Curriculum

1, 2, 3 for SOGI-Inclusive Education
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BC SOGI Education Lead

SOGI District Leads

SOGI School Leads

Teachers

SOGI Educator Network
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Provincial Alignment
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“…personal and social competency encompasses the abilities 
students need to thrive as individuals, to understand and care about 
themselves and others, and to find and achieve their purposes in the 
world.”

BC Curriculum: Personal and Social Competencies
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What Can SOGI-Inclusive Education Look Like?
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Sexual Orientation (SO) Gender Identity (GI)
Primary

Intermediate

Secondary

Family diversity
Same-sex families
Using “gay/lesbian” appropriately
LGB people, history, human rights
Global LGB rights
Sexuality as physical/emotional 
attraction
Discrimination
Contributions
Artistic expression
Political
Legal
Literature

Gender stereotypes
Gender is in your head
You feel your gender
Gender as a spectrum
Trans people, history, human rights
Global trans rights
Gender identity as separate from sexuality
Discrimination
Contributions
Artistic expression
Political 
Legal
Literature



SOGI 1 2 3 in Elementary Classrooms
Example Lesson Plan Templates
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SOGI 1 2 3 in Secondary Classrooms
Example Lesson Plan Templates
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GSAs and QSAs
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GSA stands for Gay Straight Alliance or Gender-Sexuality 
Alliance. QSA stands for Queer Straight Alliance.

GSAs and QSAs are peer support networks run by 
students and supported by school staff and promote a safe 
place for all students. 



SOGI 1 2 3 Parent Resource Videos
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Elementary Classrooms

Secondary Classrooms

https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv=ZDSARFjk7X0
https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv=W5-BhcorOtI


Share the values of acceptance and respect 
Be curious and learn about SOGI topics with your child
Open up the conversation
Talk to your child’s teacher 

What Can You Do at Home?
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Kids have questions.
Be curious together.

Visit SOGIeducation.org/parents
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What Can You Do at Home?
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We acknowledge the financial support of the Province of 
British Columbia through the Ministry of Education.
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