
JOB



LOOKING BACK
• Eliphaz accused Job of speaking foolishly and continued to suggest that 

Job's suffering pointed to hidden sin.

• Job responded by calling his friends “miserable comforters” and described 

how abandoned and attacked he felt.

• Even in his despair, Job expressed a glimmer of hope: “Even now my witness 

is in heaven. My advocate is there on high.”

• Bildad then spoke again in chapter 18, describing in graphic terms what he 

believes happens to the wicked.

• He said their light goes out, they are caught in traps, disease consumes 

them, their home is destroyed, and they are left without descendants.

• Although Bildad never directly says, “Job, this is you,” nearly everything he 

describes sounds painfully similar to what Job has experienced.



“HOW LONG 

WILL YOU 

TORTURE 

ME?”

19:1-6



“Then Job spoke again:

2 “How long will you torture me?

    How long will you try to crush me with your words?

3 You have already insulted me ten times.

    You should be ashamed of treating me so badly.

4 Even if I have sinned,

    that is my concern, not yours.

5 You think you’re better than I am,

    using my humiliation as evidence of my sin.

6 But it is God who has wronged me,

    capturing me in his net.”



“HOW LONG WILL YOU TORTURE ME?”
- Job says his friends’ words are not helping him – 

they’re crushing him

NOT UNDERSTANDING OUR SUFFERING DOESN’T 
MEAN SOMEONE ELSE’S EXPLANATION MUST BE 
CORRECT

- If Job were wrong, he argues their treatment of him would still be 

unjustified

- Bildad said the wicked are caught in a net; Job responds God has 

caught him in a net

- Job refuses his friends’ explanation even though he cannot 

explain his suffering himself



DO YOU THINK JOB IS 

OVERREACTING WHEN HE SAYS 

THEIR WORDS ARE TORTURING 

HIM? WHY OR WHY NOT?

WHAT DOES JOB’S RESPONSE 

TEACH US ABOUT THE DIFFERENCE 

BETWEEN WHAT WE INTEND OUR 

WORDS TO DO AND WHAT OUR 

WORDS ACTUALLY DO?



“I CRY OUT, 

BUT NO ONE 

ANSWERS”

19:7-12



“I cry out, ‘Help!’ but no one answers me.

    I protest, but there is no justice.

8 God has blocked my way so I cannot move.

    He has plunged my path into darkness.

9 He has stripped me of my honor

    and removed the crown from my head.

10 He has demolished me on every side, and I am finished.

    He has uprooted my hope like a fallen tree.

11 His fury burns against me;

    he counts me as an enemy.

12 His troops advance.

    They build up roads to attack me.

    They camp all around my tent.”



“I CRY OUT, BUT NO ONE ANSWERS”
- Job desperately wants God to hear his case, but heaven seems silent

JOB CANNOT SEE WHAT GOD IS DOING, SO HE CAN 
ONLY DESCRIBE WHAT GOD’S SILENCE FEELS LIKE

- He feels blocked, stripped, demolished, and uprooted

- Once again, Job describes God as treating him like an enemy under 

attack

- Job’s description reflects what suffering feels like from his limited 

perspective – not the full reality we know from chapters 1 -2



“EVERYONE I 

LOVED HAS 

TURNED 

AGAINST ME”

19:13-20



“My relatives stay far away,

 and my friends have turned 

against me.

14 My family is gone,

 and my close friends have 

forgotten  me.

15 My servants and maids 

consider me a stranger.

 I am like a foreigner to them.

16 When I call my servant, he 

doesn’t come;

 I have to plead with him!

17 My breath is repulsive to my wife.

    I am rejected by my own family.

18 Even young children despise me.

    When I stand to speak, they turn 

their backs on me.

19 My close friends detest  me.

    Those I loved have turned against 

me.

20 I have been reduced to skin and 

bones

    and have escaped death by the 

skin  of my teeth.



“EVERYONE I LOVED HAS TURNED 
AGAINST ME”

- Job feels abandoned by relatives, friends..literally everyone

SOMETIMES THE DEEPEST PAIN IN SUFFERING 
IS NOT WHAT WE LOSE, BUT FEELING THAT WE 
HAVE NO ONE LEFT BESIDE US

-His suffering has become more than physical – it has produced deep 

relational isolation

- The friends came to comfort, but their arguments have made 

his lonilness worse

- Job is surrounded by people yet feels completely alone



1.“Everything happens for a reason.”

2.“Maybe God is trying to teach you something through this.”

3.“I don't know what to say, but I'm here.”

4.“Have you prayed about it?”

5.“You don't have to talk. I'll just sit with you.”

6.“God won't give you more than you can handle.”

7.“What can I do for you right now?”

8.“I'm praying for you,  and I'm going to keep ch ecking on you.”

COUNSEL OR COMFORT?



“HAVE 

MERCY ON 

ME, MY 

FRIENDS”

19:21-22



“Have mercy on me, my friends, have 

mercy,

    for the hand of God has struck me.

22 Must you also persecute me, like God 

does?

    Haven’t you  chewed me up enough?”



“HAVE MERCY ON ME, MY FRIENDS”
- Job is not asking his friends for another explanation

HURTING PEOPLE DO NOT ALWAYS NEED ANSWERS. 
SOMETIMES THEY SIMPLY NEED SOMEONE TO SHOW 

MERCY AND STAY

- Job is asking for mercy

- Job already feels attacked by God; he does not need his friends 

attacking him too

- Their desire to correct Job has overtaken their original purpose of 

comforting him



“I WISH MY 

WORDS 

COULD BE 

RECORDED”

19:23-24



“Oh, that my words could be recorded.

    Oh, that they could be inscribed on a 

monument,

24 carved with an iron chisel and filled  with 

lead,

    engraved forever in the  rock.”



“I WISH MY WORDS COULD BE 
RECORDED”
- Job fears that his friends’ interpretation of his life will become the final story 

told about him

JOB WANTS THE TRUTH ABOUT HIS LIFE TO 
OUTLIVE THE ACCUSATIONS AGAINST HIM

- He wants his testimony preserved so that his case will not 

disappear with his death

-The words Job wished could be recorded are still being read 

thousands of years later 

- Job cannot clear his name now, but he still longs for the truth to 

survive him



BASED ON 

WHAT WE’VE 

STUDIED SO 

FAR, WHAT 

HAS JOB LOST?



WHAT 

DOES JOB 

HAVE 

LEFT?



“I KNOW THAT 

MY REDEEMER 

LIVES”

19:25-27



“But as for me, I know that my Redeemer lives,

    and he will stand upon the earth at last.

26 And after my body has decayed,

    yet in my body I will see God![ b]

27 I will see him for myself.

    Yes, I will see him  with my own eyes.

    I am overwhelmed at the  thought!”

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job%2019&version=NLT#fen-NLT-13300b


“I KNOW THAT MY REDEEMER LIVES”
- Redeemer: someone who could step in, defend another’s cause, restore 

what had been lost

JOB DOESN’T KNOW WHY HE IS SUFFERING, BUT IN THE 
DARKNESS HE STILL BELIEVES HIS REDEEMER WILL HAVE THE 

FINAL WORD

- Job cannot vindicate himself, so his hope reaches toward someone 

beyond himself who can stand for him

- His language has developed: mediator ⟶ witness ⟶ advocate ⟶ 

Redeemer

- Nothing about Job’s circumstances has improved when he 

makes this declaration



“YOU SHOULD 

FEAR 

PUNISHMENT 

YOURSELVES”

19:28-29



“How dare you go on persecuting me,

    saying, ‘It’s his own fault’?

29 You should fear punishment yourselves,

    for your attitude deserves punishment.

    Then you will know that there is indeed a 

judgment .”



“YOU SHOULD FEAR 
PUNISHMENT YOURSELVES”

- Job turns the warning of judgment back toward his friends

WE SHOULD BE VERY CAREFUL ABOUT 
SPEAKING WITH CERTAINTY WHERE GOD HAS 
NOT GIVEN US CERTAINTY

- They have confidently assumed that Job is the one who should fear 

God’s judgment

- The friends have made themselves judge and jury, but the 

final verdict belongs to God

- Job warns them that they have spoken as though they possess 

knowledge God has not given them



BRINGING IT ALL TOGETHER
• Bildad describes the destruction of the wicked in language that sounds 

increasingly like Job’s own suffering.

• Job says his friends’ words have become another source of pain rather than 

comfort.

• Job feels abandoned by God, family, friends, and community.

• Yet at one of his lowest moments, Job declares: “I know that my Redeemer 

lives.”

• Job still has questions, grief, anger, and confusion — but hope appears 

before his circumstances change

Bottom Line:

Bildad believes Job’s suffering has already revealed the verdict. Job believes 

there is still a Redeemer who will have the final word



WHAT DO WE TAKE WITH US?

- We can be right about a principle and terribly wrong about a person

- People who are hurting may need our mercy more than our 

explanation

- Feeling alone doesn’t necessarily mean we have been 

abandoned

- Faith doesn’t require us to understand everything before we 

can say, “I know.”

- Job’s longing for a Redeemer points us forward
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