A Cosmic Scale

The album'’s title deftly gestures to the sheer vastness of astronomical dimensions, while
simultaneously capturing the musical breadth within, where the eight planets are imagined
as the eight notes of a scale. The work draws inspiration not only from earlier compositions
—most notably Gustav Holst’'s The Planets—but also from the rich astronomical and cultural
contexts surrounding these celestial bodies. Here, the focus transcends direct citation of
melodic motifs, instead embracing an intriguing conceptual approach on a meta level,
unfolding in a series of vividly contrasting soundscapes. These contrasts shape a sweeping
sonic journey, one that fully embraces the album format with both arms, inviting the listener
to venture into realms both strange and wondrous, feeling the immensity of the interstellar
space that lies between them. Contrast, after all, is the brushstroke that enriches our world.

Embarking on an auditory voyage, "Astral Guide" establishes the sonic framework that
propels us into the boundless expanses of the cosmos. Its ethereal tones evoke the
vastness of space, crafting a mood ripe for exploration within the realms of sci-fi. The
subsequent tracks unfold like constellations, weaving a rich tapestry of sound that
seamlessly marries cinematic soundscapes with pulsating, club-oriented rhythms. This
album invites listeners to traverse its immersive landscapes, whether nestled in the comfort
of home or dancing under the starlit sky, each note a guide through the transcendent
experience of a nocturnal journey.

"Solar Flares" draws its inspiration from the awe-inspiring expanse of solar phenomena,
capturing the majestic power of the sun as it reaches into the cosmos. This track resonates
with the idea that energy, while vital, can also be a force of destruction when unleashed with
overwhelming intensity. The composition beautifully mirrors the sun’s duality, where brilliance
and devastation coexist, inviting listeners to reflect on the delicate balance between creation
and annihilation. Through its rich textures and dynamic shifts, "Solar Flares" serves as both
a homage to the celestial and a poignant reminder of nature's formidable power.

"Mercury — The Winged Messenger" embodies a meticulously crafted soundscape where
artistry meets astronomy. The tempo of 173.6 BPM, derived from precise astronomical data,
propels the composition into a vibrant realm that resonates with cosmic energy. Synthwave
sound design intertwines seamlessly with the fluid rhythms of Drum’n’Bass, imbuing the
piece with an uplifting dynamism that evokes the ethereal grace of Mercury itself. In this
sonic exploration, listeners are invited to ascend on wings of sound, navigating the celestial
tapestry of the universe with each invigorating beat.

"Venus, The Bringer of Peace" strikes a decidedly cozy note, presenting a poignant contrast
to the more tempestuous themes often found in cosmic narratives. This composition evokes
a nostalgic vision of an optimistic era, one in which humanity transcended borders and
embraced the infinite possibilities of space exploration, where no destination felt too distant.
The dense, languid atmosphere envelops the listener, creating a tangible sense of serenity
that unfolds gradually, allowing for a meditative journey through sound. Each note serves as
an invitation to linger in this tranquil embrace, reflecting on the harmonious potential of our
collective aspirations and the beauty of connection in a vast universe.

The central theme of ,Gaia, The Bringer of Life“ —originally not part of the planetary cycle—
is the profound enabler of life on Earth. The arrangement delicately mirrors the slow,
tentative unfolding of this potential, marked by an initially sparse orchestration that gradually
builds in momentum. This progression crescendos, embodying the explosive dynamism of



the Cambirian burst of life, ultimately culminating in a euphoric fanfare—a triumphant,
celebratory flourish echoing life’s victorious emergence.

"Blue Moon" unfolds as a contemplative reverie on the tranquil clarity of a night sky, now
seldom glimpsed in its natural purity, unclouded by the relentless haze of urban light. The
listener is drawn into the vast embrace of the star-strewn firmament, a journey that sways
between euphoric awe at nature’s sublime beauty and a profound melancholy for its fragile
and imperiled state. Musically, this duality finds expression in the delicate interplay of modal
mixtures, while an ever-shifting triplet groove, poised at the intersection of Outrun and
melodic house, lends a pulse that is both nostalgic and forward-looking—echoing the beauty
and transience of a world on the brink.

Rather than replicating the original composition of ,Mars, The Bringer of War*, this
interpretation seeks to evoke its profound, foreboding atmosphere. Cyberpunk emerges here
as an ideal genre, channeling the dark, relentless march synonymous with Mars, the ancient
god of war. The piece reverberates with intensity, as distorted vocalizations rise, embodying
the anguish and visceral torment that shadow war’s violent crescendo. This auditory descent
into conflict captures the relentless pulse of warfare, where sound itself becomes an
embodiment of suffering and fury.

Majestically, "Jupiter, the Bringer of Jollity" emerges on the celestial stage, sweeping away
the somber tones with its radiant vigor. Drawing inspiration from the triumphant strains of the
original, and borrowing a melodic motif in the refrain, the piece expresses joy and buoyancy
through a shift to a major key and the lilting sway of a danceable 12/8 meter. Spirited and
exuberant, it leaps boldly from major to minor and back again, playfully shifting time
signatures to capture a mood of unbridled festivity and jollity.

Here, a more conciliatory concept is chosen than in the original inspiration. ,Saturn“ aligns
with the number six, being the sixth planet from the Sun and bearing the iconic hexagonal
pattern at its northern pole. What, then, could be more fitting than to render this piece in a
6/8 time signature? The arrangement unfolds with a multifaceted richness, mirroring the
countless stones and ice fragments that form the foundations of Saturn’s majestic rings.

,2Jranus® adopts the theme of a light-footed, dancing instrumentation, giving the impression
of perpetual motion, never quite settling. This musical choice harmonizes with the planet’s
own orbit, as it spins with breathtaking velocity, teetering and swaying, seemingly unable to
attain rest or stability.

The chill and vastness of the cosmos find expression in ,Neptune, The Mystic“. At its core,
an electronic soundscape envelops a classical arrangement, its unreachability intensified by
an ethereal, otherworldly choir. Hovering at the outermost boundaries of the solar system,
where warmth is but a distant memory, the composition lingers in a slow, contemplative
tempo, evoking a realm where space for speculation stretches wide and silence reigns
supreme.

Though Pluto may have lost its planetary status, and its companion Charon never achieved
one, this shift in classification subtly aligns with the cosmic scale invoked here—one that
mirrors the musical tradition of an eight-note sequence. Fittingly, the album closes with
~Kuiper Belt, a composition emblematic of the turbulence and vitality of countless smaller



celestial bodies that, though diminutive, find their rightful place within the vast architecture of
the solar system.



