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Statement: Religious Leaders Unite
for Climate Peace in Solidarity
with Refugees

Reinforcing the traditional role of faith communities in offering sanctuary and,
indeed hospitality to refugees, 90 faith-based leaders today committed to
offering their continued and additional support to refugees, including children,
on their journey to safety, including in reception and admission, meeting
protection or service delivery needs and supporting communities to find
solutions such as private sponsorship or scholarship programmes.

Ecumenical movement

12 December 2023

Interreligious dialogue and cooperation

Refugees and migration


https://www.oikoumene.org/resources
https://www.oikoumene.org/resources/documents
https://www.oikoumene.org/
https://www.oikoumene.org/search?f%5B0%5D=type_of_content%3A4768&f%5B1%5D=document_owner%3A3355&f%5B3%5D=language%3Aen
https://www.oikoumene.org/search?f%5B0%5D=type_of_content%3A4768&f%5B1%5D=document_owner%3A3355&f%5B3%5D=language%3Aen
https://www.oikoumene.org/search?f%5B0%5D=type_of_content%3A4768&f%5B1%5D=document_owner%3A3355&f%5B3%5D=language%3Aen
https://www.oikoumene.org/search?keywords=Interreligious%20dialogue%20and%20cooperation
https://www.oikoumene.org/search?keywords=Refugees%20and%20migration
https://www.facebook.com/WorldCouncilofChurches
https://twitter.com/oikoumene
https://soundcloud.com/worldcouncilofchurches
https://www.youtube.com/user/WCCworld
https://www.instagram.com/worldcouncilofchurches/
https://www.oikoumene.org/

Share this document

Interreligious Dialogue and Cooperation
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We recognise that while our commitments are important contributions, there are more
humanitarian needs than humanitarian resources available for the 36.4 million refugees
worldwide today. The consequences are stark, affecting displaced people and the
communities hosting them. By doing so, we recommit to the “Welcoming the Stranger:

Affirmations for Faith Leaders” 2012

We have come to the Global Refugee Forum, held in Geneva this week from 13-15
December 2023, to pledge our collective support to refugees, share the responsibility
with those who host them and work together and inter-religiously where possible to
improve the lives of refugees regardless of their nationality, race, religious beliefs, class,

or political opinions.

We challenge the representations of refugees in our media, reminding ourselves and our
communities that seeking asylum is a basic human right and that attitudes and policies
can create real-life harm, marginalizing and dehumanizing people who are escaping war,

disaster and persecution.

We commit to uniting around our common values, goals and activities and establishing
effective and long-lasting partnerships to protect and support refugees, those displaced

by climate change and their host countries, magnifying the impact of everyone’s efforts.

In our work, we will continue speaking up and defending the individual right to

seek asylum, currently under threat in many countries. We will advocate for safe
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passage, humanitarian corridors, and facilitation of humanitarian visas.

We recognize the contribution of refugees. They bring their skills, ambitions, courage,

and dreams for peace to their communities through forgiveness and reconciliation.

We welcome the opportunity the Global Refugee Forum provides to work inter-
religiously and with other sectors- states, the private sector and charitable foundations,
international financial institutions, UN agencies, humanitarian and development
organisations of all sizes, cities and local authorities, refugee-led organisations,

academics, individual citizens and others.
We pledge concrete action to support refugees. We commit to using our voices to show
that change is possible and that there is a path from despair to hope and from hope to

action.

We call on religious leaders everywhere to join us.

Anglican Communion

Bha'l International Community to the UN

Ecumenical Patriarchate

Fondation pour l'aide au protestantisme réformé

Guru Nanak Nishkam Sewak Jatha

Interfaith Alliance for Safer Communities

Interfaith Mediation Centre



Japan Buddhist Federation

Jogye Order of Korean Buddhism

Latter-day Saint Charities

Muslim World League

New York Board of Rabbis

Plateforme Interreligieuse De Genéve

Religions For Peace

Rissho Kosei-Kai

Rohingya Maiyafuinor Collaborative Network

Scottish Ahlul Bayt Society

Soka Gakkai International

South African Conference of Bishops

Sung Kyun Kwan

The Convocation of Episcopal Churches in Europe

UNHCR

UNHCR Global Youth Advisory Council

United Methodist Committee on Relief



Won-Buddhism

World Council of Churches

World Evangelical Alliance

Youth For Peace

Related content

On International Day of In Angola, WCC takes human
Human Fraternity, eyes turn rights approach to obstetric
toward bridging divides fistula

06 February 2024 017 February 2024


https://www.oikoumene.org/#facebook
https://www.oikoumene.org/#twitter
https://www.addtoany.com/share#url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.oikoumene.org%2Fresources%2Fdocuments%2Fstatement-religious-leaders-unite-for-climate-peace-in-solidarity-with-refugees&title=Statement%3A%20Religious%20Leaders%20Unite%20for%20Climate%20Peace%20in%20Solidarity%20with%20Refugees
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/on-international-day-of-human-fraternity-eyes-turn-toward-bridging-divides
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/on-international-day-of-human-fraternity-eyes-turn-toward-bridging-divides
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/on-international-day-of-human-fraternity-eyes-turn-toward-bridging-divides
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/on-international-day-of-human-fraternity-eyes-turn-toward-bridging-divides
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/on-international-day-of-human-fraternity-eyes-turn-toward-bridging-divides
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/on-international-day-of-human-fraternity-eyes-turn-toward-bridging-divides
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/on-international-day-of-human-fraternity-eyes-turn-toward-bridging-divides
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/on-international-day-of-human-fraternity-eyes-turn-toward-bridging-divides
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/in-angola-wcc-takes-human-rights-approach-to-obstetric-fistula
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/in-angola-wcc-takes-human-rights-approach-to-obstetric-fistula
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/in-angola-wcc-takes-human-rights-approach-to-obstetric-fistula
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/in-angola-wcc-takes-human-rights-approach-to-obstetric-fistula
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/in-angola-wcc-takes-human-rights-approach-to-obstetric-fistula
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/in-angola-wcc-takes-human-rights-approach-to-obstetric-fistula
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/in-angola-wcc-takes-human-rights-approach-to-obstetric-fistula
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/in-angola-wcc-takes-human-rights-approach-to-obstetric-fistula

In conversation with
Christiane Ehrengruber:
unveiling the power of prayer
and identity

07 February 2024

Symposium highlights why
collaborations between UN,
faith-based groups are
paramount

25 January 2024

WCC general secretary opens
New York symposium on
human rights and dignity

23 January 2024

Symposium will explore
human rights and dignity on
the path to peace

10 January 2024



https://www.oikoumene.org/search?f%5B0%5D=language%3Aen&f%5B1%5D=type_of_content%3A4697&f%5B2%5D=type_of_content%3A4710&f%5B3%5D=type_of_content%3A4862&f%5B4%5D=type_of_content%3A4857&f%5B5%5D=type_of_content%3A6249&f%5B6%5D=type_of_content%3A6423&f%5B7%5D=type_of_content%3A4943&f%5B8%5D=type_of_content%3A4699&f%5B9%5D=type_of_content%3A7756&f%5B10%5D=wcc_programmes%3A4882&f%5B11%5D=wcc_programmes%3A4918&f%5B12%5D=wcc_programmes%3A4891&f%5B13%5D=tags%3A2322&f%5B14%5D=tags%3A2273
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/in-conversation-with-christiane-ehrengruber-unveiling-the-power-of-prayer-and-identity
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/in-conversation-with-christiane-ehrengruber-unveiling-the-power-of-prayer-and-identity
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/in-conversation-with-christiane-ehrengruber-unveiling-the-power-of-prayer-and-identity
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/in-conversation-with-christiane-ehrengruber-unveiling-the-power-of-prayer-and-identity
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/in-conversation-with-christiane-ehrengruber-unveiling-the-power-of-prayer-and-identity
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/in-conversation-with-christiane-ehrengruber-unveiling-the-power-of-prayer-and-identity
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/in-conversation-with-christiane-ehrengruber-unveiling-the-power-of-prayer-and-identity
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/in-conversation-with-christiane-ehrengruber-unveiling-the-power-of-prayer-and-identity
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/in-conversation-with-christiane-ehrengruber-unveiling-the-power-of-prayer-and-identity
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/symposium-highlights-why-collaborations-between-un-faith-based-groups-are-paramount
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/symposium-highlights-why-collaborations-between-un-faith-based-groups-are-paramount
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/symposium-highlights-why-collaborations-between-un-faith-based-groups-are-paramount
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/symposium-highlights-why-collaborations-between-un-faith-based-groups-are-paramount
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/symposium-highlights-why-collaborations-between-un-faith-based-groups-are-paramount
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/symposium-highlights-why-collaborations-between-un-faith-based-groups-are-paramount
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/symposium-highlights-why-collaborations-between-un-faith-based-groups-are-paramount
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/symposium-highlights-why-collaborations-between-un-faith-based-groups-are-paramount
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/symposium-highlights-why-collaborations-between-un-faith-based-groups-are-paramount
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/wcc-general-secretary-opens-new-york-symposium-on-human-rights-and-dignity
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/wcc-general-secretary-opens-new-york-symposium-on-human-rights-and-dignity
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/wcc-general-secretary-opens-new-york-symposium-on-human-rights-and-dignity
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/wcc-general-secretary-opens-new-york-symposium-on-human-rights-and-dignity
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/wcc-general-secretary-opens-new-york-symposium-on-human-rights-and-dignity
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/wcc-general-secretary-opens-new-york-symposium-on-human-rights-and-dignity
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/wcc-general-secretary-opens-new-york-symposium-on-human-rights-and-dignity
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/wcc-general-secretary-opens-new-york-symposium-on-human-rights-and-dignity
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/symposium-will-explore-human-rights-and-dignity-on-the-path-to-peace
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/symposium-will-explore-human-rights-and-dignity-on-the-path-to-peace
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/symposium-will-explore-human-rights-and-dignity-on-the-path-to-peace
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/symposium-will-explore-human-rights-and-dignity-on-the-path-to-peace
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/symposium-will-explore-human-rights-and-dignity-on-the-path-to-peace
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/symposium-will-explore-human-rights-and-dignity-on-the-path-to-peace
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/symposium-will-explore-human-rights-and-dignity-on-the-path-to-peace
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/symposium-will-explore-human-rights-and-dignity-on-the-path-to-peace

Visit the WCC

Ecumenical Centre

1 Route des Morillons

1218 Le Grand-Saconnex -

Switzerland

© Copyright WCC 2024 - Site Map

About the
WCC

Member

churches

News

Events

What we do

- Conditions for Use

Get involved Follow us
Resources

Contact &
Press

Blog

Assembly

Privacy policy


https://www.oikoumene.org/
https://www.oikoumene.org/site-map
https://www.oikoumene.org/conditions-for-use
https://www.oikoumene.org/privacy-policy
https://www.oikoumene.org/about-the-wcc
https://www.oikoumene.org/member-churches
https://www.oikoumene.org/news
https://www.oikoumene.org/events
https://www.oikoumene.org/what-we-do
https://www.oikoumene.org/get-involved
https://www.oikoumene.org/resources
https://www.oikoumene.org/contact-press
https://www.oikoumene.org/blog
https://www.oikoumene.org/about-the-wcc/organizational-structure/assembly
https://www.facebook.com/WorldCouncilofChurches
https://twitter.com/oikoumene
https://soundcloud.com/worldcouncilofchurches
https://www.youtube.com/user/WCCworld
https://www.instagram.com/worldcouncilofchurches/

