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Chief Executive Officer of the Georgia Ports Authority to Present Savannah Port Expansion Update at Virtual Meeting

ATLANTA- Georgia Ports Authority Chief Executive Officer Griff Lynch will present an update on the Mason Mega Rail service expansion to Dallas in a virtual meeting on March 25 from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. This meeting will be held with the Dallas/Fort Worth Council of Supply Chain Management Professionals Roundtable with the Dallas Chamber of Commerce and Texas Economic Development. 

The online event will feature the Port of Savannah’s new Mason Mega Rail Terminal which is the largest on-dock intermodal rail facility for a port in North America. The Mega Rail project, already underway, improves the capacity, efficiency and fluidity of cargo movements to and from Dallas. 

The Mason Mega Rail infrastructure can provide an increase in economic growth opportunities for both Dallas and Savannah. In Dallas, which is now the fastest-growing inland port in the country, the recent growth increase has been driven by positive economic impacts such as tax abatements, freeport tax exemptions, enterprise zones, and foreign trade zones. The Dallas manufacturing sector supports the growth of the logistics and supply chain, and comprises over 16 percent of the local economy, and at the state level, the manufacturing sector makes up 30 percent of the state’s overall employment. With the growth of this logistics hub, it is sparring a surge in manufacturing and distribution warehousing. 

Rail cargo between Dallas and Savannah totaled nearly 4,200 containers in 2020, up by 13 percent compared to 2019. As the growth continues, there can be many benefits for both markets.

One of the most significant benefits of the potential partnership includes third-day availability, which means goods can be delivered from Savannah to Dallas in three days, as opposed to West Coast ports which offer fourth-day availability. Due to its momentous infrastructure, the Port of Savannah runs as an efficient, competitive port of operation by providing lower prices and quicker distribution. 

The Port of Savannah’s Garden City Terminal allows direct rail service to major Southeast and Midwestern markets, including Dallas. Both markets have experienced recent significant logistics growth, and by partnering the two markets, both will continue to grow. 

The seminar will be free to participants who can register for the virtual meeting by March 25, 2021. 
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