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Edition 305

NEXT TRIPS
Trip planning Meeting
Australia Day Weekend

Battery replacement for older Hemas 
Do you know how to read a map?

Three Bears track gates
Mounting your GPS 

New safety section
Offroad driving guides 

Camping recipes 
Surf carnival trip report

Lennard track trip report 
Christmas party photos 

Next Meeting
January 11 
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Committee and club contact details

GENERAL STUFF
Things to be aware of

PRESIDENT’S PARABLE
President’s editorial column

BRISEY’S BULLDUST
Magazine editor’s editorial column

MEETING MURMURS
Meeting minutes

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Birthday wishes to members and families

WHERE THE **** ARE WE?
Navigation articles of interest

OUTSIDE THE SQUARE
Home grown innovations

PUCKER FACTOR
Safety tips and articles

ENLIGHTENING ELUCIDATIONS
Topical articles of interest 

THE EPICUREAN
Camp cooking

ADDED VALUE
Advertising from our sponsors

TRIPPING OUT
Club trip reports and photos

EXCURSION EDIFICATION
Upcoming trip advertising

TRIP CALENDAR
Upcoming trips

Open the magazine in a PDF viewer then tap or click on the page number to 
open the page

ERRATA



Page 3 of 91Peel 4x4 Club

CL
U

B 
IN

FO
RM

A
TI

O
N CLUB CONTACT DETAILS

POST OFFICE BOX 8233
WARNBRO WA 6169
https://peel4x4club.com
Secretary: secretarypeel4x4club@outlook.com
Treasurer: peel4x4.treasurer@gmail.com
Magazine Email: peel4x4magazine@gmail.com

2025—2026 COMMITTEE
President Aaron Crane
Vice President Julie Power
Secretary Gary Mayes
Treasurer Dave Knudsen
Insurance Officer Julie Power
Environmental Officer Duane Buckenara
Trip Coordinator Steven Power
Magazine Editor Brian Tanner
Property Officer Jacob Yardley 
Delegate Ray and Sharron Warry
Webmaster Gary Mayes

NEXT GENERAL MEETING
11/1/2026 
GENERAL MEETING VENUE
PK Tavern
Meeting starts 2.00 pm
NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING
11/2/2026
COMMITTEE MEETING VENUE
The Powers place

Membership Fees $140.00 for the first 
year then $90.00 per annum. Pro rata 
fees will be charged depending on 
your joining date.
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PEEL 4X4 CLUB BYLAWS
1.The trip leader will delegate the position of Safety/Recovery officer to another 

member prior to trip departure.
2.All members and visitors are to follow the Safety Officer‛s instructions at all times
3.No pets allowed on club trips.
4.Each club member is to be responsible for the safety and whereabouts of their own 

children.
5.Trip Leader responsibilities and Tail End Charlie role to be read out before each trip.
6.After 2 trips you must have adequate front and rear recovery points fitted to your 

vehicle and must have a UHF CB radio.
7.Vehicles without adequate front and rear recovery points are limited to scenic/social 

and easy rated trips.
8.All trips are to be rated scenic/social; easy; medium; hard and extreme. Visitors are 

not permitted on hard and extreme trip. Membership of the WA4Wd Assoc is 
required for attendance on hard and extreme trips.

9.Proceeds from fundraising will be used for club purposes.
10.A limit of 15 vehicles per trip will apply. Trip leader has the discretion to increase or 

decrease this number.
11.First in best-dressed, if in excess of 15 vehicles wish to attend a trip, based on prior 

confirmation.
12.Club bank account to hold a minimum of $1000 balance. A portion of this amount may 

be used to purchase urgent items at the committee‛s discretion.
13.Whilst every care is taken, no responsibility is accepted.
14.Visitors must attend at least 2 trips, rated easy and/or medium, to qualify for 

membership. Scenic/social trips will not be counted.

PEEL 4X4 CODE OF ETHICS
1.Keep to the laws and regulations for 4wd vehicles. They may change from state to 

state.
2.All vehicles must have either comprehensive or third party fire and theft insurance.
3.Keep the environment clean. Carry your own and, maybe, other people‛s rubbish home.
4.Obey restrictions on use of public lands. Respect national parks and other 

conservation areas.
5.Obtain permission before driving on private land. Leave livestock alone and gates as 

found.
6.Keep your vehicle mechanically sound.
7.Take adequate water, food, fuel and spares on trips. In remote areas travel with 

another vehicle.
8.Respect our wild life. Stop and look but never disturb or chase animals.
9.Respect other recreationalists rights to peace and solitude in the bush.
10.Obey all fire restrictions. Extinguish your fire before leaving. Don‛t let your 

exhaust emit sparks.
11.Help in bushfire emergencies and search and rescue but only if you are properly 

equipped and able.
12.Support 4WD touring as a responsible and legitimate recreational activity.
13.All members should behave in a socially acceptable manner at all times.

This code is valuable only if you observe it
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It’s not always feasible to list everything you need to prepare for a club trip so 
please consider this list as a trip preparation guide. Remember BE PREPARED. 
If you’re not sure, please ask someone.

BEFORE THE TRIP DAY

• Come to a club meeting to find out more about the trip
• Pack the items from “Minimum Required Equipment” 
• Check your recovery gear is in good condition. 
• Check your compressor works. 
• Check your winch works.
• Check your UHF is charged (if handheld) and working.
• Check your spare tyre is not damaged and aired up. Space saver spare is 

not suitable for medium and hard trips
• Check for expired items in your first aid kit.
• Know how to engage 4WD in your vehicle.
• Pack toilet paper. She wee.
• Pack sunscreen
• Pack chairs

ON THE TRIP DAY

• Pack food. Take your lunch and snacks for the day. Lunch stops are not 
always near shops

• Pack drinks for the day. 3 litres of water per person per day is 
recommended in hot weather

• Pack any medication you require for the duration of the trip 
• Pack extra food, medication and water in case something goes wrong 

and the end of trip becomes delayed
• Fuel, fill up as close as possible to meeting point prior to arrival
• Be at the meeting place on time, it is not fair for all the other trip 

participants to have to wait. If you are running late it is up to you to 
phone the trip leader
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• Rubbish bags
• Fire extinguisher
• Basic first aid kit
• Basic tool kit
• Suitable front and rear recovery points
• Snatch strap
• 2 rated shackles (can be soft shackles)
• UHF Radio
• Orange/red flag
• Compressor
• Pressure gauge and air down equipment
• Shovel
• Suitable spare wheel and wheel change tools / suitable jack Space saver 

spare is not suitable for medium and hard trips
• Basic spares, consider hose tape, fuses and Spare valves for tyres as a 

minimum
• Chair
• Toilet paper 

 ADDITIONAL EQUIPMENT

• Spare fan belts/hoses, hose repair tape, gaffer tape, fuses, spare valves 
for tyres, puncture repair tools and cable ties

• High lift jack
• Torch
• Axe and bow saw
• Extra fuel
• 10 litres of water
• Tow chain 
• Winch
• Winch extension strap
• Snatch block
• Ground anchor
• Comprehensive first aid kit
• Maxtrax
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• Trip leader is to call a group meeting prior to start and remind members of convoy 
procedure.

• Leader is to appoint a tail end Charlie and safety officer for each trip.
• Observe road rules at all times.
• Leader to appoint a trip reporter.
• All drivers are responsible for their passengers at all times.
• All vehicles are responsible for the following vehicle when turning off the road and 

at cross roads.
• Vehicles leaving convoy for any reason wave on the remainder of the convoy and 

inform the Tail End Charlie of their intentions.
• Keep a safe distance behind the vehicle in front of you. Drive within braking 

distance especially when wet.
• When off road allow the vehicle in front of you to get over the crest of a hill 

before you attempt to follow. Wait for the all clear.
• No vehicle is to pass the trip leader unless directed or in an emergency.
• Drive with headlights on at all times. Daylight run lamps are not sufficient as tail 

lights are required to be on to aid visibility
• All cars to maintain position/order in convoy at all times.
• Collect magnetic numbers at designated point of dispersal.

TRIP LEADER RESPONSIBILITIES
• Accepts responsibilities for trip organization and navigation.
• Nominate tail end Charlie and trip reporter.
• Advises trip requirements eg fuel, distance, special equipment, departure time 

convoy order stops etc.
• Arranges carrying of special equipment eg recovery gear.
• Checks CB operation on Channel 15
• Lists vehicles and drivers.
• Nominates a safety officer for the duration of the trip.
• Advises tail end Charlie of his/her role.
• Nominates a designated dispersal point of trip.
• Write up trip notes and pass onto trip coordinator for future reference.

TAIL END CHARLIE RESPONSIBILITIES
• Assists trip leader with convoy as directed.
• Advises when - Convoy is mobile
• Change in direction is completed
• Member leaves convoy
• Stays with a vehicle that may leave the convoy for a short stop. Advises trip leader 

when mobile again.
• Closes gates etc if advised by trip leader.
• Ensures cleanliness of area at all stops before leaving.
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PEEL 4X4 CLUB
Property Register

* 1x Space Case (900L x 390W x 400H
* 4x 490mm Black Plastic Sand Pegs
* 1x ARB Gazebo
* 1x Wanderer Gazebo
* 1x Heatlie BBQ (~880mm x 540mm)
* 1x Plastic Peel 4x4 Club sign (Folding Triangle Core Flute Type)
* 1x 5.33kg Gas Bottle (Empty)
* 1x Wanderer single wall for gazebo
* 1x wanderer half wall for gazebo
* 1x 600mm diameter collapsible bin
* Gavel & block (President)
* Trophy – Most talked about event of the year (1998 – 2014) (Broken)
* Trophy – Burnt pot award (2000 – 2014)
* 4x metal Peel 4x4 signs (staked flag design)
* Various large paper & laminated maps
* 1x 2.9m Snatch Strap
* 1x Red & Yellow Peel 4x4 Club Flag / Banner (1940mm x 970mm)
* 1x Tennis Net in bag (no racquets)
* Heap of old Peel 4x4 Club magazines, hard floppy disks, and stuff…
* 1 orange safety vest

* GME MT610G GPS PLB (with cover)
UIN = 3EEEAA4E8AFFBFF
Batch Expiry = 12/2029
Serial No. = 2206617244

* GME MT610G GPS PLB (with cover)
UIN = 3EEEAA4E8CFFBFF
Batch Expiry = 12/2029
Serial No. = 22066200345

* GME MT610G GPS PLB (with cover)
UIN = 3EEEAA4E78FFBFF
Batch Expiry = 12/2029
Serial No. = 2206620806
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                 I hope everyone is enjoying a safe and relaxing Christmas and has had a chance to 
spend time with family, friends and maybe even sneak in a trip away over the break.

As we head into the new year, its a great time to reflect on what makes the Peel 4WD Club 
such a strong and enjoyable club to be part of. Our success continues to come from the 
involvement and support of our members. Whether you’ve joined club trips, helped out at 
events, attended meetings, or contributed behind the scenes. Thank you to everyone who has 
played a part over the past year.

We are looking forward to another busy and exciting year ahead, with a range of trips and 
social events already being planned. I’d like to encourage anyone with an idea for a trip or 
social event to bring it along to the clubs trip planning meeting at P.K tavern on the 11th 
January at 2pm. 

As always, safety , responsible 4wding and respect for the environment remain our priorities. 
Lets continue to support one another and represent the Peel 4wd Club positively wherever we 
go. 

Wishing everyone a happy healthy and adventurous new year. Looking forward to catching up 
with you all at the trip planning meeting. 

Safe travels,

Aaron Crane 
President­Peel 4wd Club 
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Apart from being 44 degrees Julie and I had a great Christmas at our daughter's house in 
Averley. We were only missing our youngest son who is in Victoria and a couple of grandkids, 
we had the biggest gathering of family for quite some time. I hinted that next Christmas we may 
be giving virtual presents, we'll email photos of what we would like to give to them. 

I have to learn to properly check what driving mode the ute is in before moving especially in 
sand. As most of you know I am not entirely comfortable with beach driving and traditionally get 
bogged most times I venture onto these evil places. I nearly came unstuck at the recent Surf 
Carnival accidentally selecting ECO 2WD mode instead of 4WD mode. I argue it was not 
completely my fault as most of the blame goes to the ute:
• Drive mode returns to normal mode after restarting the car
• Only one dial on the console to select ECO 2WD, Normal AWD, Sport AWD and 4WD 

high range without any labeling (I must remember which way to turn it)
• The drive mode indicator is located on the drivers screen in small letters in the very 

bottom right corner and not easy to see (I must look for it)
I seem to remember the saying "a bad worker blames the tools"

Talking about the Great Pit of Carkoon where the Sarlacc lives, I have included some sand 
driving, beach driving and water crossing tips in the Enlightening Elucidations section in 
readiness for the Windy Harbour trip, any of these conditions may be experienced during my 
day trip.

I have also started a new section in this months magazine called "Pucker  Factor". It is 
dedicated to safety. Be it track driving safety, camp safety, recovery safety or whatever I can 
find that relates to our hobby. I will appreciate any suggestions or article links to include in 
future magazines. 

Now that summer is here don't forget to change out the winter air in your tyres for summer air
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To any Club Members or their 
family having a birthday in

FEBRUARY 
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For those of us that have a Hema HN5, HN5i, HN6 or HN7 that is having battery problems I 
have sourced a suitable replacement battery.
The original battery from the HN7 that I have doesn't appear to be available but this one will be 
suitable and has a bit more capacity than the old one. It's only a 10 minute job to replace it.
As these Hema units don't rely on the battery being fitted and will happily run on an external
power souce, I have removed the battery completely in my HN7 and am going to use it 
connected to a USB outlet in the ute.

If anyone has a Hema HN* that needs the battery replaced I'm happy to help.

Brisey
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With the GPS becoming the navigation tool of choice now, the art of map 
reading is becoming something that only older people know how to do. 
Murphy's Law dictates that precisely at the moment you are lost and need 
navigational assistance the GPS will lose full or partial satellite signal and 
lie about your location. Remember that you need a good view of the sky 
and unless you have downloaded offline maps and your phone has an 
inbuilt GPS Google maps are only available when you have phone 
coverage.  
On our 3 Bears Trip some years ago my Hema reported we were 100 
metres offshore, we were obviously following tidal flow. 
It is highly advisable to be prepared and have some paper maps and a 
compass in your car and know how to use them. 
Along with an assortment of navigational devices, a Hema Map book of 
Western Australia and a Silva style compass are always in my ute and 
although I haven't used them in a very long time, I still remember how to 
take a bearing and do basic map reading.
I found a good (relatively simple to read) map reading guide that can be 
found here: https://www.ga.gov.au/bigobj/GA7194.pdf  
I urge everyone to at least read this to get an understanding of how to 
read a compass and if possible get a reasonable orienteering type 
compass and a map of some sort. 
Brisey
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As I reported at the November meeting there are some new gates stopping access to some of 
the tracks on our Three Bears Trip that is on the Club webpage. I have received some updated 
maps to be used with the trip for the time being. I will put my hand up to lead this trip later this 
year on one of the long weekends
Brisey
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CUPHOLDERS
Don't you love them? Good for holding that all important drink of 
choice on a road trip. Originally I wasn't so in love with the ones 
in the ute as they are awkward being very low and deep in the 
console, obviously designed for very short people. I found the 
ideal cup holder extension solution for me in KMart for $5.00 
each. I found the same thing in many places online for up to 
$15.00 so it certainly pays to shop around
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GPS DEVICES
Don't you love them too? Great for finding your way to your road trip destination before you finish 
that drink. 
I don't like devices stuck on the windscreen so I came up with an idea how to combine the 
cupholder with my GPS device, now I have drinks, GPS and no circular marks on my 
windscreen.
I found the cupholders in the ute are slightly cone shaped with the narrowest part 77mm 
diameter and the widest 86mm, perfect for some 75mm stormwater pipe.  
To make the holder I cut some pipe to the length I needed plus cut two bits 10mm long. I snipped 
these little bits in one place so I could spread them out enough to slip around the pipe and glued 
them in place to pack out the pipe to the widest part of the cupholder. I Glued an end cap 
(coincidentally I found the suction cup of my Hema is about 80mm diameter so it sticks onto the 
end cap nicely) on top then a bit of spray paint and it works really well. Only problem with this 
one is I lose a cupholder, OK when I'm on my own but I made a second one for when Julie is in 
the car. 
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For Julie's holder I needed to make it to accept the cupholder extension as well as the GPS. 
To make this holder I again cut some pipe to length, a bit longer than the other one, plus cut 
four bits of pipe 10mm long. I then cut some acrylic sheet about 180mm x 90mm. I drilled and 
filed a 75mm hole in one end leaving a 10mm border then shaped the corners to follow the 
profile of the pipe and GPS holder. Two of the little bits of pipe were glued in place to pack out 
the pipe to the widest part of the cupholder again then at the desired height to clear the top of 
the console I glued another little bit of pipe. I then slid the shaped plastic sheeting over the pipe 
and glued another little bit of pipe on top to keep it in place.
To give the GPS holder a smooth surface to suction to I masked the top surface of the shaped 
plastic sheeting then spray painted it underneath.

All up it cost me about $15.00 for the pipe and end cap all other materials were found in my 
hoarded collection of stuff.
Obviously you can do all tasks with normal hand tools but to cut the pipe and spacer rings I 
used my woodworking drop saw, the 75mm hole was cut with a 55mm holesaw and sanded to 
size with a 30mm drill mounted drum sanding attachment and the sheet plastic was shaped 
using a bench mounted belt sander
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In the many years we have been helping out with the surf carnivals this is the first one I 
remember that started out raining. Some of us aired down using umbrellas while others waited 
for a fine patch. Almost as soon as we were all aired down, the first boat arrived earlier than 
usual before 6.00 am with the last straggler arriving well after 7.00. 
The beach driving conditions were pretty much the best I have seen, even the notoriously soft 
section up near the dunes was quite firm although I did come close to my traditional bogging 
when I accidentally selected ECO 2WD mode instead of 4WD and dug my back wheels down. 
The ute climbed out easily, without help, once I realised my mistake. 
The un­named Club Secretary that was apparently driving too fast up the access ramp getting 
chastised by one of the Surf Club people and one of our visitors got severely ripped off at the 
café were the only incidents worth noting.
No sooner than we finished getting the boats onto the beach the event was canceled due to 
unfavourable conditions so we took the boats back off the beach and the day finished very 
early.
Along with some of our regular helpers it was good to have some new faces and visitors 
helping out.
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Windy Harbour Australia Day Weekend
We have made a club booking 2 powered and 8 unpowered sites from Friday 23rd to Monday 
26th with the option of additional nights the sites we have booked are all together ( for those 
that went last year we have the corner and the powered sites closest to it. Please indicate if 
you wish to attend and if you want power or unpower and # of people trip sheet will be out the 
next meeting 
Saturday Trip to the mouth of the Gardner River then east to Coodamurrup Hut and West Cliff 
Head 
Sunday Trip and bbq
Dinner
dinner details to come
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R January General Meeting and Trip Planning 
Meeting
Sunday 11th January 2026
PK Tavern

Australia Day Weekend at Windy Harbour
23rd to 26th January 2026
Steve and Julie Power
Medium


