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Swiss Alps in Bloom 

with host, Mark Weathington of JC Raulston Arboretum! 
June 16 - 25, 2026  

 
 
Join Mark Weathington and friends of JC Raulston 
Arboretum for an unforgettable June journey through 
Switzerland’s blooming Alps, where snow-capped peaks 
tower over lush valleys and wildflowers paint the meadows 
in vibrant color. Enjoy leisurely guided walks past crystal 
lakes and scenic mountain trails, discovering alpine gems 
like edelweiss and gentian. Explore charming villages, ride 
historic mountain trains, and visit gardens nurtured for 
generations. Savor regional cuisine with lakeside picnics 

and local wines, and relax each night in handpicked, welcoming hotels. This immersive 
experience blends nature, culture, and cuisine into a refreshing escape. Space is limited—
don’t miss Switzerland in full bloom. 
 
TRIP AT A GLANCE 
2 Nights Lucerne 
3 Nights Wengen 
3 Nights Zermatt 
1 Night Geneva  
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IT"S INCLUDED 

• With JC Raulston director Mark Weathington  

• Hand selected four- and five-star hotels throughout 

• Private cheese, beer and wine tastings 

• All breakfasts plus eleven additional multi-course meals  

• A lake lunch cruise on Lake Lucerne 

• Gondola and train outings in Zermatt and Wengen 

• The Swiss National Open-Air Museum  

• Special cheese tastings with the producers 

• Guided nature walks  

• Museum visits with local docents  

• Yodeling and Swiss horn lessons 

• A wonderful group of like-minded travelers who share your passion for 
culture, gardens and nature!  

 
 
TRIP FACTS 
10 days / 9 Nights Land  
Trip begins: June 16, 2026 in Lucerne  
Trip ends: June 25 in Geneva  
$9,975 per person double occupancy (land only)  
$2,950 single occupancy supplement  
 
Not included: Airfare, trip insurance and any items not mentioned in your tailor-
made JC Raulston Swiss Journey  
 
A Note on Elevation: Zermatt (5,300 ft) and Wengen (4,200 ft) offer accessible 
alpine charm. For those seeking a higher adventure, an optional trip to the 
Jungfraujoch – Top of Europe (11,332 ft) rewards you with sparkling glaciers, eternal 
snow, and breathtaking panoramic views. 
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The views from Wengen are awe inspiring!  
 
 
 
 
YOUR TAILOR-MADE SWISS WILDFLOWER JOURNEY  
 
Day 0: June 15 – Depart for Switzerland 
Make sure to depart the USA no later than today.  
 
Day 1: Tuesday, June 16 – Arrive in Switzerland – Zurich to Lucerne 
Arrive in Zurich and transfer independently by train to lovely Lucerne, a lakeside gem 
framed by mountains. Join your JC Raulston host, Mark Weathington, your guide and 
fellow travelers for a welcome dinner this evening.  
Sleep in Lucerne at the Radisson Blu Hotel  
 
Day 2: Wednesday, June 17 – Mount Rigi Meadows 
Awake to lake breezes and board a historic cogwheel train up to Rigi Kulm. Here, a 
ribbon of trails wind through flower-strewn pastures, with sweeping views over three 
shimmering lakes. A picnic in the fresh alpine air makes the day complete. 
Sleep in Lucerne at the Radisson Blu Hotel  
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You’ll be exploring the Alps at the height of wildflower season  
 
 
Day 3: Thursday, June 18 – Lucerne to Interlaken via the national open-air museum  
This morning cross the stunning Brünig Pass, pausing for a meadow walk amid the 
wildflowers. Interlaken awaits — a mountain-ringed haven between two turquoise lakes.  
Late morning arrive at the Ballenberg Swiss Open-Air Museum. This is a historic site 
near Brienz where over 100 original buildings and farm animals from all over the 
country are displayed to showcase traditional rural life. Visitors can explore authentic, 
fully furnished buildings like houses, stables, and bakeries, see demonstrations of 
traditional crafts, observe more than 200 farm animals, and enjoy picnic areas and 
restaurants. An afternoon riverside stroll offers your first glimpse of the Jungfrau massif.  
Sleep in Wengen at the Grand Hotel Belvedere  
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About Wengen! Your home in the Alps!  
Perched high above the Lauterbrunnen Valley, the car-free village of Wengen offers the 
perfect base for alpine walks surrounded by wildflowers and soaring peaks. In June and 
July, meadows burst with color—alpine roses, gentians, orchids, and daisies—all set 
against breathtaking views of the Jungfrau massif. 
 
Day 4: Friday, June 19 – Männlichen Panorama Trail 
Ride the cable car up to Männlichen and follow the easy, mostly level Panorama Trail to 
Kleine Scheidegg. Along the way, enjoy carpets of wildflowers, cowbells echoing in the 
distance, and magnificent views of the Eiger, Mönch, and Jungfrau.  
Sleep in Wengen at the Grand Hotel Belvedere 
 
Day 5: Saturday, June 20 – Meadows Above Wengen 
From the village to Allmend Hubel, stroll on a peaceful meadow walk where locals graze 
their cattle among fields of wildflowers. Stop at a mountain hut for coffee and cake, 
soaking in the serene alpine setting. 
 
Every step around Wengen invites you to slow down, breathe deeply, and marvel at 
nature’s masterpiece. Sleep in Wengen at the Grand Hotel Belvedere 
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Optional Excursions in Wengen 
For those seeking even more mountain majesty, ride to the 
Schilthorn for sweeping views made famous by James Bond or 
ascend to the Jungfraujoch – Top of Europe. At 11,332 feet, 
you’ll stand surrounded by glaciers and eternal snow, with an 
observation deck offering one of the most spectacular 
panoramas in the Alps. 
 
Day 6: Sunday, June 21 – Interlaken to Zermatt plus cheese tasting 
From Interlaken, travel through lush alpine valleys and charming Swiss villages on your 
way to Zermatt. Along the route, stop at Alp Cheese Farm in Affoltern im Emmental, to 
watch master cheesemakers at work and enjoy a private tasting of award-winning 
Emmentaler and mountain cheeses paired with fresh bread and local wine. Re-
energized, continue the scenic journey by train into the car-free village of Zermatt, 
nestled beneath the Matterhorn, where alpine charm and breathtaking vistas await.  
Sleep in Zermatt at the Hotel Schonegg  
 
Day 7: Monday, June 22 – Gornergrat and Riffelalp Meadows 
Start the day with a ride on the Gornergrat Bahn to lofty heights where glaciers gleam 
and the Matterhorn commands the horizon. Descend to Riffelalp for a flower-filled loop 
walk amid larch trees and sweeping vistas. Sleep in Zermatt at the Hotel Schonegg  
 
Day 8: Tuesday, June 23 – Lake Leisee 
Today’s easy walk leads to Leisee, a tranquil mountain lake mirroring the Matterhorn. 
Enjoy a picnic by the shore or simply breathe in the crisp alpine air and watch the 
wildflowers sway. Sleep in Zermatt at the Hotel Schonegg  
 
Day 9: Wednesday, June 24 – Zermatt to Geneva via the Lake Region 
Your coach carries you westward along the sparkling shores of Lake Geneva. Stop in the 
famed Lavaux wine region for a leisurely wine tasting of crisp Swiss whites and velvety 
reds. Arrive in Geneva in the late afternoon and gather for a farewell dinner, celebrating 
friendship, flowers, and the beauty of the Alps.  
Sleep in Geneva at the Warwick Hotel  
 
Day 10: Thursday, June 25 – Departure from Geneva 
Tour concludes after breakfast this morning. Transfer to Geneva airport for your 
onward journey. Or if you have more time, consider extending your stay in Europe – 
Paris is three hours away by train! Return home with a lifetime of happy memories!  
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Know Before You Go!  
 
Reservations and Deposits: A $1,000 per person deposit is needed to confirm your 
space on this journey. You can make a credit card deposit online or by phone. Deposits 
are refundable, minus a $250 per person cancellation fee, for 60 days from the 
processing date or 90 days prior to departure, whichever comes first. Deposits made 90 
days prior to a trip departing are not refundable. Final payment is due 90 days prior to 
departure and is non-refundable, which is why we strongly urge guests to purchase travel 
insurance.  
 
Not Included: International airline tickets, alcoholic beverages, room service and gratuities for 
hotel staff, travel insurance, meals not listed in brochure, and any activities or items not listed 
in your itinerary.  
 
Physical Requirements: It is the responsibility of each guest to be aware of their physical 
abilities or limitations and to be in sufficient good health to undertake the trip.  Click here to 
read “Is an Earthbound trip right for you?” or call the Earthbound office for more details.  
 
 
 
 

https://earthboundexpeditions.com/is-an-ee-trip-right-4u
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Enjoy stunning views & a world-class adventure  
 
 
 
 
Travel Insurance: Earthbound Expeditions strongly encourages the purchase of 
travel insurance coverage. We include information on trip insurance in your deposit 
information. 
 
Weather, Events and Hosted Journeys: If a planned event is cancelled for any 
reason, the team at Earthbound will do their very best to replace it with another 
activity.  This is not cause for refund. Events are subject to change. Further, if a 
host or special guest is unable to attend as planned, Earthbound Expeditions 
will do its utmost to find another host who has similar interests, talents, and 
expertise. The inability of a host to participate in a tour is not grounds for a full 
or partial refund. 
 
Terms & Conditions: Click here to read the full terms and condition 
 
 

 
 
 
 

https://earthboundexpeditions.com/terms-%26-conditions


 

                                                Earthbound Expeditions Inc. 
                                                                      P.O. Box 11305, Bainbridge Island, WA 98110 USA 
                       T. 206.842.9775 
                                                   www.EarthboundExpeditions.com 
 

 

Meet Your Host! 
 
Mark Weathington is the Director of the JC Raulston 
Arboretum at NC State University where he is 
passionate in his work to connect people with plants.  
His career in public horticulture has also included the 
Norfolk Botanical Garden where he served as Director 
of Horticulture and the Atlanta Botanical Garden as a 
horticulturist. 
 
Mark travels extensively searching for new plants to diversify the American 
landscape and lecturing on a variety of topics in horticulture to further the JC 
Raulston Arboretum’s vision of “Planning and Planting a Better World.”  His 
explorations and speaking engagements have taken him to China, Taiwan, 
Japan, Ecuador, Europe, Mexico, New Zealand, and throughout the US 

 
 

About Earthbound Expeditions  
Founded in 1997 by Matthew and Danna Brumley, Earthbound Expeditions lovingly 
creates tailor-made journeys that inspire curiosity and discovery. Led by expert local 
guides, travelers explore history, art, food, gardens, and culture in Europe, Asia, Africa, 
and the Americas. Each trip encourages deep learning and engagement, turning every 
destination into a classroom of wonder. Guests return not just with memories, but with 
insights, appreciation, and a renewed sense of curiosity for the world. 

 

 
QUESTIONS & RESERVATIONS  

206.842.9775 
Info@earthboundexpeditions.com 
www.EarthboundExpeditions.com 

mailto:Info@earthboundexpeditions.com
http://www.earthboundexpeditions.com/

