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Surf Soup Buttons
An Immigrant’s Asian American Dream Born in
Grandpa’s Laundry

In the back of a steamy, bustling laundromat, little
Donna didn’t need toys—she had crayons, oatmeal
teddy bear, and a magical porcelain chicken bowl
filled with buttons and stories. This heartwarming,
whimsical tale draws from the real-life childhood of
an Asian American girl growing up in her
grandfather’s “Laundry”

While her grandparents folded clothes and chased

dreams in a new land, Donna dreamed, too—

turning socks into characters, laundry machines

into animation studios, and buttons into

storytellers.
Award-winning honored TV animator,
Two -Time Best Selling International author,
and illustrator, Asian American
Donna Kay Lau is the creator of “Surf Soup”,
an Artist, Author, TV Animator at
Nickelodeon, Cartoon Network, worked on
productions: ‘Dora the Explorer’, ‘CatDog’,
‘Oswald the Octopus, ‘Generator Rex,” Ben
10’, and, “Regular Show,’ also ‘Surf Soup’
cartoon and books!

SurfSoup (doﬂTV >

Lau has experience with children’s
entertainment for over 25+ years.

This is one of her children’s books 75+

In her series “Surf Soup.”

Lau has also authored several

Fitness books and How to Make Cartoons,
Lau was honored Emmy by the Academy
of Television Arts and Sciences

with contributions to

best Animated short
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