First presbyterian church
Clarksburg, wv
Rev. james a harris 
Broadcast live on WPDX radio, 104.9 FM & 750 AM 
Live stream at www.facebook.com/fpcclarksburg
December 7th, 20025                                                                 Ten Forty-five                                                                                                          
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2nd Sunday of advent 
GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

Organ Prelude “Prelude in Classic Style” Arr by Wells Kay Devono 
                                                                                  
Welcome
 The Peace : The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.            And also with you. 

Announcements 
Visitors, please fill out a visitor card and drop it in the collection plate. 


Call to worship and prayer of the day                              
Church, prepare to worship!  Emmanuel is with us!
A child is coming, a child of wisdom and strength and beauty.
		The authority of God will rest upon his shoulders.
He will be named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God.
He will be called the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.
He is King of Kings and Lord of Lords.
		Jesus is his name!
His is the name before whom every knee will bow.
		Every song of praise will be cast as crowns before him.
			For Jesus Christ is Emmanuel, God with us. Let us worship
Lighting of Advent Wreath (Karen & boys) 
 As the first purple candle is lit:   Jesus Christ is our hope for peace.  
	This candle stands for the peace that only Christ and his way can bring to our lives.

Advent prayer
		O God of hope and peace, as the light of the candles burns, so let your light shine through us as a sign of hope and peace for the world.  By your Holy Spirit may the fire of faith burn within us, that we may live with courage in the face of the world’s darkness.  Grant that we may live toward your promised future; through Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace and the Hope of the World.  Amen. 


History                                                            Terra Burnett                                                           
Hymn #439 “In Christ There Is No East or West"    

*Call to Confession and Prayer of Confession		
The Lord Jesus sympathizes with us in our weakness, since in every respect he was tempted as we are, yet without sin.  Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  
*Prayer of Confession                                          —Adapted from Rev. Mindi, rev-o-lution.org.
 	We confess to you, O God, that we have fallen asleep. We often go through the motions and live our daily lives without much thought outside ourselves. Forgive us for our shortsightedness. Forgive us for not being awake to the wonders and signs that you are doing something new in our world and in our lives. Help us to seek you in the face of others. Call us into your ways of love and justice, so that we might be fully awake, watching and waiting for your return in our world and in our lives in a new way. Amen.
 
Hymn #310 “Jesus the Very Thought of Thee”  
[bookmark: _Hlk184283016]   
 declaration of pardon 
O Holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray. Cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today. As we wait for Christmas, we know that Christ has already come into our world and lives, has already been born in us. We are renewed and restored. Go and share the good news of God’s love and restoration. Amen.

*Congregational response - “Gloria Patri”

			Proclaiming the word 
Hymn “Praise Him, Praise Him” (verse 1)
  Children of the Church and placing of Nativity figures   
  
Prayer for illumination (in unison)  Appears in: Final Instructions
Let us pray together.
Eternal Spirit, you flow through the ages from the pages of Scripture, transforming hearts with your challenge, moving those who hear to new acts of faith, courage and mission. Bless our hearts and minds in the reading of your Word, so that we might know your presence and power more fully. We pray in the name of the Living Word. Amen.       
                                                    
First scripture lesson        Psalm 72 
		The word of the Lord. 
			Thanks be to God. 


second scripture lesson       Romans 15: 4-13   
		The word of the Lord. 
			Thanks be to God. 

Affirmation:  I am a child of God.  I believe in Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior.  I believe he has the power to change my life and your life. 

Sermon: “1700 Year of the Nicene Creed” Rev. James A. Harris 

Piano interlude – Silent Prayer and Reflection 

			Responding to the word 
*The Nicene creed
  I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible. I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
                  


Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer Gathering of Tithes and Offerings Gathering -electronic gifts may be made through our website   www.clarksburgfpc.org
Offertory Anthem " Emmanuelle” by Hammer   Kay Devono 
*  The Doxology                                      
*   Prayer of Dedication 
  
Sealing the word:  the holy meal 
Communion of the people 
Celebrants:  Rev James a Harris Pastor 
  RE: Suzi Heger 

Bearing the word into the world 

*Hymn # 48 “Lo, How a Rose E’re Blooming"

* Benediction 
                                
 *Congregational response “First Song of Isaiah” (chorus only) 2x Surely it is God who saves me.  I will trust in him and not be afraid for the lord is my stronghold and my sure defense. And he will be my Savior. 

*Organ Postlude “Divertissement” by Young     Kay Devono
Please join us for refreshments and fellowship in Westminster Hall following the service. Ginger is the host today.  
Liturgists............................................The Congregation of First Presbyterian Church
Officiant and Preacher.................................................................Rev. James A Harris
Worship Leader.....................................................................................Jeanne Harris  
Minister of Music...................................................................................Jeanne Harris Organist....................................................................................Dr. Mary Kay Devono
Children Moment..............................................................Terra & Youth & Children  
Greeter ..................................................................................................Betty Brandli
Ushers ......................................................................Denver Atkinson, Lance Kuhens  
 
First Presbyterian Church - 175 West Main Street – Clarksburg, WV  26301       
 304-622-6831 / www.clarksburgfpc.org

Events:  Monday:  Prayer Group 10:00 am   Zoom or in Person 
Deacons Meeting 5:30 pm Zoom or in person
Wednesday:  Bible Study 3:30 pm  
Thursday:  Laundry Ministry 4:30 pm    Wayne & Harriett 
 Friday:  AA meeting at noon 

Special Care Facilities:  Doris Holt, Amy Garrett, Peggy Clark, Mark Freeman, Gary Mitchell 

Churches: First Presbyterian Church, Nitro; First Presbyterian Church, Williamstown; Summersville Presbyterian Church 

[image: ]Birthdays this week 
  9th - Edna Merriott                                           
 12th – Kierra Harris 
 13th – David Nuzum
Prayer List:  Sean Keener, Mark Ferree and his mother, David Nuzum, Jared Nuzum, Sandi Nuzum’s brother Greg, Doris Longwell, Janette Elliott, Karen Tyson’s nephew Jahlil family, Jerry and Jeanne Lynch, Karie Lynch, Jackie Scott, Tyler Turner,  Brooklyn’s family, Stephanie Shields and family, Renee, Jim McQuaid,  Heather Pillo,  and Rob Murphy  family, Tommy’s granddaughter, Karen McQuaid, Sarah Puckett who is in Ruby, Sally Ogden,  Donna Swann, Radetta’s great aunt, Annie, Tim Garcia, Lilley Joyce, Joni Anderson, Ellen Merriott, Jeanne Harris, Stoney next door neighbor of Jeanne & James,  Susan Sigmon, Bud Burnett and wife, Burnett and Mitchell family, Kristi McKinney, and Daylin Russell, Jim & Nancy Gallo, Scott Harper and his sister, Pastor Harris sister Minnie, and brother Johnie, Jesse Natis, Melanie Simmons, David Yazvac, Greg Palmer, Sharon Vandenberghe, Melanie Simmons, Janet Pinti, Delores Yoke, Luke Roselli, Jane Post, Brenda DeGarmo, Charlie Sigmon, Donna & Everett Shiffra, Glenn Thompson, Keith Cumberledge, Carol Watson Sears and family, Jeff Mitchell’s brother-in-law Doug. 
[image: ] The two door wreaths are in memory of Bob and in honor of my children, their spouses and my grandchildren by Anne Davis.  Thank you, Anne, for the wreaths on the front doors.   

[image: ]The flowers on the reredos are given to the Glory of God and in memory of Michael Anne Gainer- December 28th, 1943 to December 1, 2017.      
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