Teacher Evacuates 900 Children Before Nepal Flood
The Wired Word for the Week of September 13, 2026
In the News
Last Monday, Nepal held a national day of mourning for victims of the devastating floods that hit the country on August 26. Monday was the 13th day after the tragedy, in keeping with the traditional Hindu practice of marking the 13th day following a death. As people performed rituals of mourning, search and rescue operations remained underway.
The Voice of Vietnam reports that, as of Monday, the flash flood, which ran along the border region between Nepal and China, killed 1,385 people and left more than 5,500 missing. The Nepali Army reported that rescue efforts were focused on ground areas and inside tunnel systems to make sure "that no one is still stranded."
Although the chance of finding people alive in tunnels diminishes every day, a Chinese man was rescued from a 740-foot tunnel in a hydroelectric project, 10 days after the disaster. According to The Guardian, a team made up of Nepali army personnel and South Korean disaster experts carried him out of the tunnel and evacuated him by helicopter. In a separate operation, two Nepali workers were rescued from another tunnel in a hydro station. Rescue efforts have focused on a dozen hydroelectric projects across Nepal, where about 900 workers are still missing.
International rescue teams -- made up of people from India, China, South Korea and the United States -- have been searching through debris and damaged structures in an effort to find survivors. In one rescue, a Nepali woman was pulled from her home, the lower half of which was buried in thick sludge. Members of Nepal's police force cheered as she was rescued and then airlifted to Kathmandu for treatment.
One bright spot in the darkness of disaster was the quick action of a teacher, who evacuated 900 students just 10 minutes before the floodwaters hit. Rajendra Dawadi, the head teacher of Tribhuvan Trishuli Secondary School in Nuwakot, told the BBC he had received four calls in the minutes before the disaster.
Dawadi quickly decided to evacuate, telling the children to run to higher ground and ordering school buses to turn around and leave the area. "If we didn't make a quick decision," he recalled, "if it was 10 minutes later, we all -- including the students and me -- wouldn't be able to speak to you today."
The warnings had come from four different people in minutes before the flood, and the messages helped Dawadi to evaluate the danger and act. One parent told him that a big flood was coming and insisted, "I am here to take my daughter, I will take her." Dawadi knew that parents do not rush to this kind of action without a strong reason, so he realized that he could not waste a second in evacuating the children. After the children and teachers escaped, the school building was buried under mud and debris.
Student Yunisha Amatya, 16, said she scrambled to safety just before the flood hit. "I along with my friends survived by just 10 seconds," she told the BBC. "Just before the flood came, we were in the class studying. [Then] teachers came and informed us about the flood and asked us to go home." Students and teachers moved uphill and then made their way to a neighboring village.
With roads cut off and transportation systems disrupted, many teachers and students remained stranded for two nights before rescue efforts reached them. Dawadi and Amatya, who have to cross a river to get to school, were eventually airlifted back to their home village.
In news of a related American tragedy, a wrongful death lawsuit has been filed by six families accusing the operators of Camp Mystic of failing to protect their children during a catastrophic flood in the Texas Hill Country. According to Houston Public Media, the families are suing over the deaths of their daughters, six of the 25 campers and two counselors killed when floodwaters swept through the summer camp for girls in July 2025. Camp Mystic is facing growing scrutiny over its emergency planning and response to the flood, including a recent state investigative report that found that the camp lacked written emergency plans and delayed evacuations.
In Nepal, Dawadi says that better warning systems -- including sirens and evacuation alerts -- could have helped residents respond sooner. But he remains glad that he made the decision to evacuate and concludes, "I feel proud that we saved so many lives."
More on this story can be found at these links:
Nepal Observes National Mourning Day for Flash Flood Victims. The Voice of Vietnam
Rescuers in Nepal Find Two More People Alive After Flash Flood Disaster. The Guardian
Head Teacher Evacuated 900 Children Minutes Before Nepal Floods Hit School. BBC
Camp Mystic Moves Flood Lawsuit to Federal Court, Citing Bankruptcy. Houston Public Media
Applying the News Story
Responding to danger is an ongoing challenge for individuals, families and congregations. Discuss how you assess threats to your physical and spiritual well-being, respond to hazards and make decisions that have an impact on yourself, your loved ones and your neighbors.
The Big Questions
1. What do you consider to be the biggest threats to your physical and spiritual well-being? How do you accurately assess the severity of the threats?
2. When have you been forced to respond to a hazard? What length of time did you have to respond? When, if ever, did you have to make a split-second decision that had a large impact?
3. What are the dangers facing your community of faith? What plans or policies, if any, do you have in place to respond to the threats? What more do you need?
4. Where do you find help in scripture when you are facing danger? How does the Bible assist you in avoiding hazards?
5. When, if ever, have you felt divine help in a time of danger? Describe the nature of God's assistance.
Confronting the News With Scripture and Hope
Here are some Bible verses to guide your discussion:
Proverbs 22:3-5
The clever see danger and hide, but the simple go on and suffer for it. The reward for humility and fear of the LORD is riches and honor and life. Thorns and snares are in the way of the perverse; the cautious will keep far from them. (No context needed.)
The wisdom of the book of Proverbs is attributed to "Solomon son of David, king of Israel," and is provided "for gaining instruction in wise dealing, righteousness, justice, and equity" (1:1, 3). Chapter 22 contains sayings that were originally lessons for young men, with the goal of shaping them as responsible and righteous family members, neighbors and workers. Many of them can, of course, be applied to men and women equally.
Those who are wise and clever "see danger and hide" -- they identify the threats around them and take shelter when needed. The foolish and simple, on the other hand, "go on and suffer for it" -- they stumble into danger and experience pain and suffering. People who are "perverse" find themselves constantly encountering "thorns and snares," while those who are cautious are careful to "keep far" from such dangers. The writer of Proverbs is aware that danger will be faced by everyone, but the wise person will reduce the threat by avoiding hazards when possible.
Questions: When have you identified a danger and taken steps to avoid it? What warning signs were provided to you? When, on the other hand, did you find yourself ensnared in a dangerous situation, and how did you find a path to safety?
Psalm 46:1-3
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea, though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble with its tumult. (For context, read Psalm 46:1-11.)
Psalm 46 is one of the songs of Zion, a psalm that testifies to Zion (Jerusalem) as the place where God "is in the midst of the city" (v. 5). The psalm opens with a statement of confidence in God as a "refuge and strength" in a time of danger and chaos. It assures God's people that they do not need to fear, even though "mountains shake" and "waters roar and foam."  God sits in a place of authority over the waters of chaos and will be "a very present help in trouble." In times of threat and danger, "the God of Jacob is our refuge" (v. 7, 11).
The idea of God providing safety "in the heart of the sea" has been reflected in church architecture. For centuries, the church has been seen as a kind of ark, and many church buildings have nautical terminology attached to them. For example, great Gothic churches have a section called "the nave," which is where most church members sit. "Nave" comes from the Latin navis, meaning "ship." If you look up at the ceiling of a Gothic church, you might be reminded of an upside-down ship's keel. Safety can be found in God's ship, even in the roughest of seas.
"Be still, and know that I am God!" says the Lord near the end of the psalm (v. 10). When we take the time to be still and to rest in the power of Almighty God, we are given the strength and the peace we need to face physical and spiritual dangers.
Questions: When, if ever, have you found God to be a refuge and a strength for you in a time of chaos? How can your church be a place of safety and stability in dangerous times? What additional help can it provide?
Matthew 10:16
[Jesus said,] "I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves, so be wise as serpents and innocent as doves." (For context, read Matthew 10:16-23.)
In Matthew, Jesus is speaking to his followers in a time of persecution. He counsels them to be as "wise as serpents and as innocent as doves." He predicts that they will be handed over to councils, flogged and dragged before governors and kings. And yet, he promises that they will be given the exact right words to speak by the Spirit of God.
A story is found in Matthew 2 that illustrates well what it means to show the wisdom of serpents and the innocence of doves. In that chapter, King Herod hears about the star that has led the magi to the child born "king of the Jews" (v. 2). As a shrewd and violent ruler, he realizes he must move quickly if he is going to retain his power. He secretly calls for the magi and learns from them the exact time when the star appeared.
The magi handle the king perfectly by cooperating with him but not putting complete trust in him. Herod instructs them, "Go and search diligently for the child; [then] bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage" (v. 8) -- he gives the impression that he wants to honor Jesus. However, it quickly becomes clear that Herod's real aim is to execute the child and eliminate what he perceives as a threat to his throne.
Fortunately, the magi are "wise as serpents." They find the child, worship him, give gifts and then, "having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they [leave] for their own country by another road" (v. 12). They anticipate the wisdom of the reformer John Calvin, who wrote on civil government in his Institutes of the Christian Religion and warned about "slavish obedience to the depraved wishes of men."
Questions: What sorts of warning signs have revealed to you the dangers of malicious people? How have you responded? What value do you find, if any, in being both wise and innocent as a follower of Christ?
Acts 27:21-26
Since they had been without food for a long time, Paul then stood up among them and said, "Men, you should have listened to me and not have set sail from Crete and thereby avoided this damage and loss. I urge you now to keep up your courage, for there will be no loss of life among you, but only of the ship. For last night there stood by me an angel of the God to whom I belong and whom I worship, and he said, 'Do not be afraid, Paul; you must stand before the emperor, and, indeed, God has granted safety to all those who are sailing with you.' So keep up your courage, men, for I have faith in God that it will be exactly as I have been told. But we will have to run aground on some island." (For context, read Acts 27:21-44.)
In chapter 27 of the book of Acts, Paul endures a long and tumultuous journey by ship, with numerous stops and even a shipwreck. He is being transported to Rome as a prisoner. At one stop, Paul advises a Roman centurion and the ship's pilot to not set sail, but "the majority was in favor of putting to sea" (v. 12). They head for Phoenix, a harbor of Crete, but are hit by a violent wind and are forced to throw their cargo overboard.
Stuck at sea, Paul reminds them that he told them not to set sail. But at the same time, he urges them to keep up their courage, since he received a message from an angel containing the promise that "God has granted safety to all those who are sailing with you." The ship continues to drift across the Adriatic Sea, and Paul gives them guidance and encouragement. Finally, they come near land, but become stuck on a reef. Many jump into the sea and swim for land, while others ride on planks and other pieces of the ship. In the end, "all were brought safely to land" (v. 44). Throughout the journey, Paul is honest with his travel companions and faithful to God.
Questions: Why is honesty important when facing a dangerous situation? What is the value of faithfulness? How can the Christian community use these qualities to better equip people to face challenges?
For Further Discussion
1. "I think of the parable of the lost sheep," says TWW Team Member Mary Sells, when reflecting on the story of the teacher saving the students in Nepal. "What if the sheep were not lost, but were imperiled by a fox or wolf ... and Jesus went to save them from the dangers?  Maybe we can better relate to other ways we matter to others." Are there small ways in which you are called to take action -- the everyday mundane living situations where your presence makes a difference, such as feeding a hungry person? What food or drink, physical or spiritual, can you provide in order to prevent a person from perishing? Be specific.
2. When thinking about the flood in Nepal, TWW Team Member Bill Tammeus wonders about the connection any of us has to people overseas whom we'll probably never meet. How do you understand our common humanity in a world with more than 8 billion residents? How does your faith help you to make a connection? What biblical insight draws you closer to brothers and sisters in danger, and increases your compassion?
3. Take a moment to meditate on the words of Psalm 46:10, which help us to connect with the Lord who sits enthroned over the flood. Have five members of your class read these lines one at a time, with space after each line for silent meditation. 
Be still, and know that I am God.
Be still, and know that I am.
Be still, and know.
Be still.
Be.
Afterwards, answer these questions: Which line spoke most powerfully to you, and why? How could this verse help you in the face of a future difficulty?
4. Psychology Today points out that split-second decisions can sometimes go horribly wrong, such as when you are at the top of a high ladder, fixing a roof. "Suddenly, a tool slips from your grasp, threatening to fall. Before you can think about it, you stretch awkwardly to grab it, slip, and fall to your death. What happened? Your brain reacted to a specific cue (a slipping object) and made a split-second decision that has worked a million times in your life: grab it before it falls. A natural, intuitive impulse. But it was the wrong move, because it ignored the particular situation you were in. Perched at the top of a ladder, you should have let the tool fall." When have you made a split-second decision that helped you? When have you made a similar decision that hurt you? What factors enable you to know the difference and make the correct choice?
Responding to the News
When you next encounter a dangerous situation, face it with honesty and faithfulness. If confronted by malicious people, be as wise as a serpent and as innocent as a dove. Think of ways that your family and your church can develop procedures and policies that will better protect members from internal and external threats. 
Prayer
Almighty God, we thank you for being our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Help us to face the dangers of this world knowing that we are not alone, but that you are with us in every threat and hazard. May we trust your Spirit to give us words to speak, and your Son to give us the path to follow. In your holy name we pray. Amen.

