[bookmark: _Hlk217298196]First presbyterian church
Clarksburg, wv
Rev. james a harris 
Broadcast live on WPDX radio, 104.9 FM & 750 AM 
Live stream at www.facebook.com/fpcclarksburg
December 28, 2025                                                             Ten Forty-five                                                                                                          
                                               [image: ]
First Sunday of Christmas 
GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

Organ Prelude “Go Tell It on the Mountain”  Arr by Schrader Kay Devono

Welcome
 The Peace : The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.            And also with you. 


Announcements
 Visitors, please fill out a visitor card and drop it in the collection plate. 

Call to worship                               Appears in: Moving to Jesus
 Leader:   We are God's work of art
People:    Each one a precious gem, a marvelous tapestry, a potter's delight.
Leader:   We are God's handiwork, reborn in Christ Jesus to be a blessing,
People:   Every one of us, woven together in love, shaped with infinite compassion, painted with incredible beauty.
Leader: We are God's creation,
People: All of us, touched by grace, saved by faith and beckoned to praise.


Unison prayer                                Appears in: God’s Rewards Plus Program
Teach us, good Lord,
to serve you as you deserve;
to give and not to count the cost;
to fight and not to heed the wounds;
to toil and not to seek for rest;
to labor and not to ask for any reward,
except that of knowing that we do your will; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn History                                                       Terra Burnett
*Hymn #308  “O Sing a Song of Bethlehem”


Call to confession           Appears in: Fake News and Fake in the Pews                                                  
 
When we pray, we speak to God. When we pray, God speaks to us. Let us, therefore, enter into dialogue with our Creator.

*Prayer of confession:  We confess without reservation that our dialogue with you, O God, is not really a dialogue. Too often, we ask without listening, complain without offering thanksgiving. We pray and cannot understand why we get no response. Awaken us to wonder: If you called, would we answer? Or would you get a busy signal? Would you leave a message and get no answer in return? We confess anew our impatience and our unwillingness to sit in the holy stillness of your presence. Forgive us, loving God. Thank you for letting us try again. In this minute of silence, let us be still and listen to what you would say to us this day.
Assurance of pardon 
Even when we try and fail again and again, God loves us still. In the richness of God’s grace, we accept the peace of Christ, which passes all understanding. Amen.

*congregational response -    “Gloria Patri”

			Proclaiming the word 
Hymn  “Praise Him, Praise Him”(verse 1)
Children of the Church   
       
Prayer for illumination (in unison)  Appears in: Missionaries of Charity
God, source of all light, by your Word you give light to the soul. Pour out on us the spirit of wisdom and understanding that our hearts and minds may be opened. Amen.
 
First scripture lesson                Psalm 148   
		The word of the Lord. 
			Thanks be to God. 

second scripture lesson             Matthew 2:13-23
		The word of the Lord. 
			Thanks be to God. 

Affirmation:  I am a child of God.  I believe in Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior.  I believe he has the power to change my life and your life. 

Sermon: “A Real Man”    Rev. James A. Harris 

Piano interlude – Silent Prayer and Reflection 

				
Responding to the word 
*the creed                    Appears in:  No Sun, No Moon, No Night 
We believe in one God, Lord of heaven and Earth. We believe that the gift of our salvation is eternal life with Jesus Christ our Lord. We believe that God created heaven, that he lives and reigns there, and that we will live with him when he one day calls us home. We live by faith, believing that what is unseen will one day be revealed, to the glory of our one God, Lord of heaven and Earth.

*hymn #22 “Angels from the Realm of Glory” 

Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer 

Gathering of Tithes and  Offerings 
Gathering -electronic gifts may be made through our website   www.clarksburgfpc.org

Offertory Anthem – “O Come All Ye Faithful” Arr. by Carter  Kay Devono
*  The Doxology    
*   Prayer of Dedication 
  
Bearing the word into the world
*Hymn #34 “In Bethlehem a Babe Was Born” 

* Benediction                                 
*Congregational response “First Song of Isaiah” (chorus only) 2x Surely it is God who saves me.  I will trust in him and not be afraid for the lord is my stronghold and my sure defense. And he will be my Savior. 


*Organ postlude “Joy to the World!” Arr by Carter   Kay Devono                                  
 
 Please join us for refreshments and fellowship in Westminster Hall following the service. Andrea is the host today.  
Liturgists................................................The Congregation of First Presbyterian Church
Officiant and Preacher.....................................................................Rev. James A Harris
Worship Leader...............................................................................................Beth Allen  
Minister of Music........................................................................................Jeanne Harris Organist.........................................................................................Dr. Mary Kay Devono
Children Moment.........................................................................................Terra Burnett
Greeter ........................................................................................................Betty Brandli   
Ushers ....................................................David Allman, Denver Atkinson Lance Kuhens 
 
First Presbyterian Church - 175 West Main Street – Clarksburg, WV  26301        304-622-6831 / www.clarksburgfpc.org


[image: ] Monday: NO Prayer Group 
Wednesday: NO Bible Study 
Thursday: NO Laundry Ministry Happy New Year
 Friday:  AA meeting @ noon 

Special Care Facilities:  Doris Holt, Amy Garrett, Peggy Clark, Mark Freeman, Gary Mitchell 

Churches: Bridgeport Presbyterian Church, The Staff of the Presbytery of West Virginia 
[image: ]Birthdays this week
29th - Lewis Clark 
31st - Kandy Atkinson
          Jared Nuzum  
January  
 1st- Chuck Leuliette 
 2nd – Carrie Plants 

[bookmark: _Hlk178070546][image: ]Prayer List:   Sean Keener, Mark Ferree and his mother, David Nuzum, Jared Nuzum, Sandi Nuzum’s brother Greg, Doris Longwell, Janette Elliott, Karen Tyson’s nephew Jahlil family, Karie Lynch, Jackie Scott, Tyler Turner,  Brooklyn’s family, Stephanie Shields and family, Renee, Jim McQuaid,  Heather Pillo,  and Rob Murphy  family, Tommy’s granddaughter, Karen McQuaid, Sarah Puckett who is in Ruby, Sally Ogden,  Donna Swann, Radetta’s great aunt, Annie, Tim Garcia, Lilley Joyce, Joni Anderson, Ellen Merriott, Stoney next door neighbor of Jeanne & James,  Susan Sigmon, Bud Burnett and wife, Burnett and Mitchell family, Kristi McKinney, and Daylin Russell, Jim & Nancy Gallo, Scott Harper and his sister, Pastor Harris sister Minnie, and brother Johnie, Jesse Natis,  David Yazvac, Greg Palmer, Sharon Vandenberghe, Melanie Simmons, Janet Pinti, Delores Yoke, Luke Roselli, Jane Post, Brenda DeGarmo, Charlie Sigmon, Donna & Everett Shiffra, Glenn Thompson, Keith Cumberledge, Carol Watson Sears and family, Jeff Mitchell’s brother-in-law Doug, Jo Tetrick.
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Happy New Year 
A bright, shiny new year, empty, neat, pristine, waiting ready for us to get it right.  Another chance to love and forgive.  Another chance to make a real effort to give more than we get.  Another chance to make a difference.  A good new year.  A Happy New Year.  
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