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Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

Organ Prelude “Cradle Hymn” Arr by Young  
 Kay Devono 

Welcome 

*Sing Call to Worship 
  Hymn #56 “The First Noel”
	 
*Opening Prayer (in unison) 
God of angels and babies, fill the skies with light and song and fill our hearts with wonder and peace.  For on this night a window to heaven opens, and we catch a glimpse of an incredible love which descends as a child.  O, let the angels sing and let our hearts be softened.  Let our lives be filled anew with hope and joy.  God of the the shepherds and stars, open us to the miracle of your love which enters the world and our lives this holy night.  Amen. 

Advent candle lighters    Terra Burnett 

This afternoon we light all five candles.  The first candle reminds us of the hope that God’s light never ceases to shine.  The second candle reminds us that in a world of discord, we hear again the calming words of our Savior, “Peace, be still.”   The third candle reminds us of the matchless love God has for us.  The fourth candle reminds us that our joy abides in God who gently whispers to each human heart, “Come follow me, for I have come that you might have life and have it to the fullest measure!” The Christ Candle reminds us that Christ is the source of all life.  Jesus said, “I came that you may have life, and have it abundantly.”

Let us pray together:
We look toward the light of the Bethlehem stable, O God, and pray that you will come like the morning, 
scattering our darkness and doubt. Break through our darkness, whatever its source may be, to grant us the hope and assurance that belongs to this season; in Christ’s name we pray.  Amen. 

Building the Nativity 

* Hymn #31 “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”

First scripture lesson               Isaiah 9: 2-7 
The word of the Lord. 
			Thanks be to God
Second scripture lesson            Luke 2: 1-20 
The word of the Lord. 
			Thanks be to God

	Affirmation:  I am a child of God.  I believe in Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior.  I believe he has the power to change my life and your life. 

The Christmas Message “Waking up to Jesus ” Rev. James A Harris 

Pastoral Prayer 
  
Special Christmas Joy Offering

Gathering of our offering -electronic gifts may be made through our website   www.clarksburgfpc.org 
Offertory: “I Wonder as I Wander”      Jeanne Harris    

*  The Doxology                                      
 *   Prayer of Dedication 

Holy Communion
         The Lighting of our Christmas Candles
We will come forward down the center aisle to receive communion.  Please bring your candle and bulletin with you.  Pick up the bread and cup, eat and drink, then light your candle from the one that the usher is holding and move to the outside aisle.  We will form a circle around the sanctuary with our lit candles.  
 
Communion of the people 
Rev. James A. Harris 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE According to Luke, when our risen Lord was at table with his disciples, he took the bread, and blessed and broke it, and gave it to them.   Then their eyes were opened when they recognized him. 
 GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The lord be with you.
 And, also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Holy God, we praise you.  Let the heavens be joyful, and the earth be glad.  We bless you for creating the whole world, for your promises to your people Israel, and for Jesus Christ in whom your fullness dwells.  Born of Mary, he shares our life.  Eating with sinners, he welcomes us.  Guiding his children, he leads us.  Visiting the sick, he heals us.  Dying on the cross, he saves us.  Risen from the dead, he gives new life.  Living with you, he prays for us.  

And now, with the confidence of the children of God, let us pray:  Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, For ever and ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread 
The Lord Jesus, on the night of his arrest, took bread, and after giving thanks to God, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat.  This is my body, given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me. 
 	In the same way he took the cup, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant sealed in my blood, shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you drink it, do this in remembrance of me.  
Every time you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the saving death of the risen Lord, until he comes.  
Jesus said:  Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

The wine is red.  Grape juice is white.  Gluten free bread is on tray in the middle. 

Communion 
The body of Christ, given for you.  The blood of Christ shed for you. 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 


Prayer after Communion 
We thank you, O God, that through Word and Sacrament you have given us your Son, who is the true bread from heaven and food of eternal life.  So, strengthen us in your service that our daily living may show our thanks, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

Hymn “Silent Night”
Silent night, holy night!  All is calm, all is bright,
Round yon virgin mother and child!
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night!  Son of God, love's pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face,
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.

Silent night, holy night!  Wondrous star, lend thy light;
With the angels let us sing,
Alleluia to our King;
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.

Prayer of Dedication (in unison)   
 Loving God, help us remember the birth of Jesus, that we may share in the song of the angels, the gladness of the shepherds, and the worship of the magic.  Close the door of hate, and open the door of love all over the world.   Let kindness come with every gift and good desires with every greeting.   Deliver us from evil by the blessing which Christ brings, and teach us to be merry with clear hearts.
May the Christmas morning make us happy to be thy children,
and Christmas evening bring us to our beds with grateful thoughts,
forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus' sake.

* Charge and Benediction      (based on Isaiah 9:2-7)
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
those who lived in deepest night are lit up with a brilliant sight.
Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given.
The spread of his influence and of his peace will never end.
Therefore, go out into the world with great joy,
and the grace of Bethlehem’s matchless Child,
the love of the God who never ceases to amaze,
and the fellowship of the Spirit who never wearies,
will be with you this holy night and evermore.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE  “I Saw Three Ships” Arr. by Young   Kay Devono
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