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Clarksburg, West Virginia
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Rev. John F.  Koerner

November 29, 2020                                     Ten Forty-Five

First Sunday of Advent   

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP:

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD     

Organ Prelude                    “Preparation for the King”                         by Corelli

 Welcome

The Peace of Christ                                                               

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.

And also with you.
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As a forgiven and reconciled people, let us share the peace of Christ.

Announcements

Call to Worship                                                                              Homiletics Magazine         

 
Come, open your hearts.

Light the candles,

Sing the carols,

Rest in the prayers.

Come, open your lives

To the Light of the World,

To the songs of blessing,

To the prayers of healing.

Watch, listen, feel.

God is coming.

God is here.

Rejoice!

Lighting of Advent Wreath                                                The Bennett Family

(As the first candle is lit)  This candle represents hope.  Long ago people had hope in
their hearts as they waited for a savior, someone who would come to set people free.  We
hope too for the Savior’s love to be shared with our friends and to cover the world.

 Advent prayer (in unison)

God of surprising grace, when we least expect it you bring fresh new life;

and when we feel that all is lost, you bring redemption. 

Give us courage as we share all you have done, all you are doing,

and all you will accomplish through Jesus Christ. Amen.

* Medley of Christmas Carols   
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  1. Of The Father’s Love Begotten (vs 1 & 2)

1. Of the Father’s love begotten Ere the worlds began to be, He is Alpha and Omega, 
 He the source of ending He, Of the things that are, that have been, And that future 

    years shall see, Evermore and evermore!

2. Oh ye heights of heaven adore Him; Angel hosts His praises sing; Powers, dominions,   
    bow before Him, And extol our God and King, let no tongue on earth be silent, Every    
    voice in concert ring, Evermore and evermore.

                             2. Once in Royal David’s City. (Vs 1& 2)

1. Once in royal David’s city Stood a lowly cattle shed, Where a mother laid her baby
     In a manger for his bed. Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child.

2. He came down to earth from heaven Who is God and Lord of all, And His shelter was   
   a stable, And His cradle was a stall. With poor, oppressed , and lowly, Lived on earth     
   our Savior holy.

                            3. O Come, O Come, Emanuel. (Vs 1 & 2)

1. O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely exile      
    here Until the Son of god appear. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O     
    Israel!

2.O come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer Our spirits by Thine advent here: Disperse    
   the gloomy cloud of night, And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Rejoice! Rejoice!      
   Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!
  

Children of the Church Terra Burnett Building the Nativity

Call to Confession and Prayer of Confession 
The Lord Jesus sympathizes with us in our weakness, 
since in every respect he was tempted as we are, yet without sin. 
Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness, 
so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  
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   Responsive Prayer of Confession             -Jan Brooks, Cottonwood Falls Presbyterian Church

O Holy God of Promise, we so often place our trust in the things we can see, touch

 and easily believe. But you did not ask us to believe what is easy, you have asked

us to believe what is true! Forgive us, Holy One, when we doubt the ways you

work.  Forgive us when we find it hard to believe an ancient story.  Forgive us

when we question how you chose to enter the world, born as one of us. Forgive our

lack of faith and belief in ways which seem so impossible to believe.  Help us to

look in faith, open our belief, and set aside our doubts that you sent your Son,

born of a virgin — the One who has come to set us all free.  We offer these prayers

in the name of your Son, Emmanuel, God with us. Amen.

Declaration of Pardon

Friends believe the good news of the gospel

  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

   Prayer for Illumination (in unison)

Let us pray together.

Great God and Everlasting Lord, it is with the utmost respect that we read

 from the Bible, for this is your Holy Word to us.  Focus our attention now for

nothing is more important than what you have to say to us. This we pray
through Christ our Lord.  Amen.     

Old Testament Lesson                                                                       Isaiah 40:1-11

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

New Testament Lesson                                                                        Mark 13:24-37

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Sermon  “What Is Your Source of Comfort?”                       Rev. John F. Koerner

I am a child of God.  I believe in Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior. 
 I believe he has the power to change my life and your life.

Piano Interlude- Silent prayer and reflection

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

* Affirmation of Faith The Apostles’ Creed                 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 
And in Jesus Christ his only son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born

of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He
descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to
judge the quick and the dead.
    I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen

* Hymn           “Rejoice!  Rejoice, Believers”   (Vss 1-2)           Llangloffan

(Same tune as , Lead On O King Eternal”)
1. Rejoice! Rejoice, believers, And let your lights appear; The evening is advancing And   
    darker night is near. The Bride-groom is a rising And soon He will draw nigh; Up,         
    watch with expectation, At midnight comes the cry.

2. See that your lamps are burning, Replenish them with oil; Look now for your                 
    salvation, The end of sin and toil. The marriage feast is waiting, The gates wide open     
    stand; Arise, O heirs of glory, The Bride-groom is at hand!

Prayers of the People 

Gathering of Tithes and Offerings

Gathering 
Offertory “Come Ye Thankful People”                            Arr by Hayes          

* The Doxology 
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* Prayer of Dedication

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

* Hymn                      “Joy to the World!”                           Antioch

1. Joy to the world! the Lord is come: Let earth receive her King: let every heart prepare    
    Him room, And heaven and nature sing, And heaven and nature sing, And heaven and   
    heaven and nature sing.

2. Joy to the world! The Savior reigns: Let us our songs employ; While fields and flood,    
    rocks, hills, and plains Repeat the sounding joy, Repeat the sounding joy, Repeat,          
    repeat the sounding joy.

3. No more let sins and sorrow grow, Nor thorns infest the ground; He comes to make His 
    blessings flow Far as the curse is found, Far as the curse is found, Far as, far as the        
    curse is found.

4. He rules the world with truth and grace, And makes the nations prove The glories of      
    his righteousness, and wonders of his love, And wonders of his love, And wonders,       
   wonders of His love.

*Charge and Benediction

*Congregational Response         “First Song of Isaiah” (chorus only) 2x

 
 Surely it is God who saves me; 

I will trust in him and not be afraid. 
For the Lord is my strong-hold and my sure defense, 

and he will be my Savior.

* Organ Postlude “Christ the Redeemer” by Birchwood
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Liturgists..........................................................The Congregation of First Presbyterian Church

Officiant and Preacher..............................................................................Rev.  John F. Koerner

Worship Leader..................................................................................................Buddy King 

Minister of Music.................................................................................................Jeanne Harris

Organist........................................................................................................ Mary Kay Devono

Acolytes...............................................................................Hannah Burnett and  Molly Hugus

Parish Associate.............................................................................Rev. Charla Waters Koerner

First Presbyterian Church - 175 West Main Street - Clarksburg, WV 26301
                                        304-622-6831/ www.clarksburgfpc.org

      The service will be broadcast on the radio on 104.9 FM & 750 AM 

                                    and it can also be viewed and heard  at  

                                       http://www.facebook.com/fpcclarksburg/
                https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5517202769.   password:  3046226831

CHURCH CALENDAR  

Tuesday, December 1
Prayer group 10:00 AM

Wednesday, December 2
Bible Study 3:30 PM

Friday, December 4
AA meeting at noon
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CHURCH NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
November 29, 2020

Deacon Greeter: Loria Cavallo

Ushers: David Allman, Denver Atkinson, Lance Kuhens

 

        The flowers in the reredos are given to the Glory of God  and in loving memory

                              of   Michael Ann. They are presented by Hugh Gainer.

God, I pray for all who are lonely in this season, or exhausted, or grieving. Give them the
courage of Mary as you fill them with the Holy Spirit.

November 29: Read First Sunday of Advent
“Advent” means “coming” or “arrival.” During the season of Advent, we celebrate Christ’s
coming into the world and watch with expectant hope for his coming again. As we journey
through Advent, remember God’s promises of “hope, peace, joy, and love,” and think of ways
you will keep Christ as the center of your Christmas preparations.
                                                                                                               
FLOWERS-I have openings for flowers for the reredos for all of December.
                                                                             
We will once again have our giving tree up in the hallway for those of you who would like to
donate cold weather clothing to the needy.  There is a need for hats, gloves, mittens, scarves, and
socks.  The collected items will be distributed by the Mustard Seed.  Thank you!

SPECIAL CONCERNS- Please let us know if anyone needs to be added or removed from the
Special Concerns / Prayer List. The prayer chain operates every day. Just let Pastor John or
Harriett Northey know if there is a concern. 

                 FOR CHURCHES IN OUR PRESBYTERY

MARLINTON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, VIENNA

                                                    SPECIAL CARE FACILITIES: 
                                                       Roberta Davis, Sara Graham, & Amy Garrett
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN FAMILIES:
BYERS, Gayle; BYERS, Lauren and Bill Compton, Harmony; CARIDI, Morgan
(Nickerson) & Michael; CAVALLO, Loria: CLARK, Lewis and Susan, Katy, Philip, and
George; CLARK, Peggy; COLEMAN, Bonita; CORSINI, Anna, Anthony, and Gia; 
CORSINI, Chip and Robin; CORSINI, David and Jackie; CORSINI, Kevin, Jodi, 
Catherine, and Emily; CROWL, Dan & Kathy, E.J, Tony, Tiffany; DAVIS, Anne;
 DAVIS, Guy and Elsa; DAVIS, Roberta; DAVISSON, Bill & Ann 

FOR THOSE WITH SPECIAL CONCERNS: 
           ADKINS, Charles                 LINTON, Doug               PLYBON, Jo 
            ARNOLD, Sarah                  McCLEAN, Nora               ROGERS, Joey 

            COLLINS, Eugene                 MICHOME, John               SAUNDERS, Susie
            COX, Eddie                          MICK, Jillian               SHIFFRA, Everett
            COX, Jeremy                 MITCHELL, Gary               SIMMONS, Melanie
            CUNNINGHAM, Debbie         MOORE, Bob & Mary (aunt of Sandi Nuzum)
            FOWLER,Angie                MORRIS,Robin                         
            FREEMAN, Mark                NARDONE, Nickolas                 SMITH, Bonnie 
            GRIFFIN, Carol Lee                OLDAKER, Kenneth               SMITH, Chuck
            GUMP, Yvonne                OLDAKER, Wilma               SWANN, Donna
            HARDMAN, Derek                 ORR, Susan (Carole’s sister)      WAMSLEY, John
            HARDMAN, Bob & Janice     PACK, Amy               WETZEL, Jennifer

            HOOD, Robbie                PITZER, Donna                 WRIGHT, Jack  
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