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Clarksburg, wv
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January 25th, 2026                                                               Ten Forty-five                                                                                                          
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Third Sunday after epiphany  
GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

[bookmark: _Hlk183078552]Organ Prelude “Pavane” Arr by Lloyd          Kay Devono 
                                                                                  
Welcome
 The Peace: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.            And also, with you. 

Announcements
Visitors, please fill out a visitor card and drop it in the collection plate. 

Call to worship         Appears in:  Two Kinds of People
  
All:  The LORD is my light and my salvation -- whom shall I fear?
Leader: Through storms and peril, danger and strife --
All: The LORD is the stronghold of my life -- of whom shall I be afraid?
Leader: Through darkness and torment, tears and pain --
All: The LORD is my light and my salvation -- whom shall I fear?
Leader: Through uncertainty and confusion, sorrow and loss --
All: The LORD is the stronghold of my life -- of whom shall I be afraid?


Unison  prayer                   Appears in:  Buildings from God                             
Let us open our hearts and minds to the power and presence of the Holy Spirit. May God’s Spirit be here, leading us toward a more mature faith, nurturing our hope and embracing us in love. Lord, remind us that the Scriptures proclaim to us of God’s abiding and forgiving love. Remind us, Lord, that you have called us to be peacemakers. Our world is so divided and troubled. Now we need your great and worthy guidance to take up the message and practice of biblical peacemaking. May we be persons of redeeming love and reconciling peace. In the name of Jesus, our risen Lord and Savior. Amen.

Hymn History “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” Terra                                                            
Hymn #263

*Call to confession            Appears in: Soul Dysmorphia   
“The Lord is near to the brokenhearted, and saves those who are crushed in spirit” (Psalm 34:18).
Let us admit our brokenness to God. 

Prayer of Confession         Appears in:  The Stones and Bones of Bath Abbey
God of Wholeness, we have become fragmented. We build up walls and hide ourselves from others. The pain of others is too much to deal with. The struggles of the world are too much to bear. We’d much rather just focus on our own lives, jobs and families. But God, you have called us to be your people, a people of the covenant in which you are our God, not only my God. 
 You have called us to be the people of the New Commandment, which is to love one another. We cannot go it alone. We cannot put blinders on and build up our dividers. Guide our hands to reach out across walls, our eyes to see beyond ourselves, so that we might participate in the healing of the world. In the name of Jesus Christ, who came to bring us life that we might have it abundantly, we pray. Amen. 


 declaration of pardon 
Love knows no bounds. Hope knows no bounds. Peace knows no bounds. Faith knows no bounds. There is no place you can go where God is not there. There is nothing you can do that can separate you from God’s love. Go, bring hope and peace. Live into faith. Be love. Amen.

*Congregational response - “Gloria Patri”

			Proclaiming the word 
Hymn “Jesus Loves the Little Children” (verse 1)
Children of the Church   
       
Prayer for illumination (in unison)  Appears in: Final Instructions
Let us pray together.
Gracious God, as we turn to your Word for us, may the Spirit of God rest upon us. Help us to be steadfast in our hearing, in our speaking, in our believing and in our living. Amen.

First scripture lesson          Matthew 4: 12-23
		The word of the Lord. 
			Thanks be to God. 

second scripture lesson        1 Corinthians 1: 10-17
The word of the Lord. 
			 Thanks be to God. 

Affirmation:  I am a child of God.  I believe in Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior.  I believe he has the power to change my life and your life. 

Sermon: “Discord Is Easy: Unity Is Hard” Mary Beth Paletta 

Piano interlude – Silent Prayer and Reflection 

			Responding to the word 
*Affirmations of faith  Appears in:  No Sun, No Moon, No Night 
We believe that they are happy whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord their God, who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them; who keeps faith forever; who executes justice for the oppressed; who gives food to the hungry. We affirm that the LORD sets the prisoners free; the LORD opens the eyes of the blind. The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; the LORD loves the righteous. 
We believe Jesus said, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 

*Hymn # 339“Be Thou My Vision ” 
Prayers of the People &The Lord’s Prayer

Gathering of Tithes and Offerings 
Gathering -electronic gifts may be made through our website   www.clarksburgfpc.org

 
Offertory Anthem                 Bells 
*  The Doxology                                      
*   Prayer of Dedication 
  
Bearing the word into the world 

  *Hymn # 363 “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me” 
 * Benediction                                 

*Congregational  First Song of Isaiah” (chorus only) 2x
 Surely it is God who saves me.  I will trust in him and not be afraid for the lord is my stronghold and my sure defense. And he will be my Savior. 
*Organ postlude “March from Symphony No. 3” Arr by Setchell Kay Devono                                                




 Please join us for refreshments and fellowship in Westminster Hall following the service. Burnett family are the hosts today.  
Liturgists................................................The Congregation of First Presbyterian Church
Officiant and Preacher......................................................................Rev. James A Harris
Worship Leader.......................................................................................Kandy Atkinson 
Minister of Music........................................................................................Jeanne Harris Organist.........................................................................................Dr. Mary Kay Devono
Children Moment.....................................................................................Kandy Atkinson  
Greeter ........................................................................................................ Jeanne Lynch   
Ushers ..................................................David Allman, Denver Atkinson, Lance Kuhens
 
First Presbyterian Church - 175 West Main Street – Clarksburg, WV  26301        304-622-6831 / www.clarksburgfpc.org
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 Evangelism/Publicity meeting after Service Monday –No Prayer Group 
Wednesday –3:30 pm Bible Study 
Thursday- 4:30 pm Laundry Ministry Jeff & Pam 
 Friday – AA meeting at noon 
[image: ]
Youth is collecting for the Souper Bowl. We will be collecting cans of food and other non-perishable food items for the Souper Bowl of Caring. All items will be given to the food pantries.

Special Care Facilities:  Doris Holt, Amy Garrett, Peggy Clark, Mark Freeman, Gary Mitchell. 

Churches: Parsons Presbyterian Church, Summerlee Presbyterian Church 
[image: ]
 Birthdays this week
27th – Betty Brandli 
29th – Jack Kaull 

Prayer List:  Sean Keener, Mark Ferree and his family, David Nuzum, Jared Nuzum, Sandi Nuzum’s brother Greg, Doris Longwell, Janette Elliott, Karen Tyson’s nephew Jahlil family, Karie Lynch, Jackie Scott, Tyler Turner,  Brooklyn’s family, Stephanie Shields and family, Renee, Jim McQuaid,  Heather Pillo, and Rob Murphy  family, Tommy’s granddaughter, Sarah Puckett who is in Ruby, Sally Ogden,  Donna Swann, Radetta’s great aunt, Annie, Tim Garcia, Lilley Joyce, Joni Anderson, Ellen Merriott, Stoney next door neighbor of Jeanne & James,  Susan Sigmon, Bud Burnett and wife, Burnett and Mitchell family, Kristi McKinney, and Daylin Russell, Jim & Nancy Gallo, Scott Harper and his sister, Pastor Harris sister Minnie, and brother Johnie, Jesse Natis, David Yazvac, Greg Palmer, Sharon Vandenberghe, Melanie Simmons, Janet Pinti, Luke Roselli, Jane Post, Brenda DeGarmo, Donna & Everett Shiffra, Glenn Thompson, Keith Cumberledge, Carol Watson Sears and family, Jeff Mitchell’s brother-in-law Doug, Jo Tetrick, Judy Pinti, 
REPORTS FOR CONGREGATIONAL MEETING	
Thank you for turning in your reports.  It makes my job so much easier when I have all the information.  I really appreciate your fast response.   
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