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TWENTY THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

Organ Prelude “For All the Saints”   Arr by Hobby Kay Devono 
                                                                                  
Welcome
 The Peace : The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.            And, also with you. 

Announcements
 Visitors, please fill out a visitor card and drop it in the collection plate. 

Call to worship Appears in: The Compassion of the Christ
Leader: Let us examine ourselves to see if we rest in faith.
People: May Christ’s power rest upon us.
Leader: We do not boast of our week’s conquests, but we boast rather of the things that reveal our weakness.
People: May Christ’s power rest upon us.
Leader: Do you not know the stirrings of divine power laid beneath the hardships of everyday life?
People: May Christ’s power rest upon us.
Leader: Cultivated by humility to be released as a fragrance of new life …
All: Is the power of the living Christ.


Opening prayer                                          Appears in: The Real Story 
We offer to you our words, O God — those tiny chips of meaning we spread abroad so easily — and, often, so thoughtlessly. Keep us ever attentive to the impact of our words, particularly the ways they can cause pain or foster insecurity. Make of our speech a force that does not destroy, but rather builds up: so even our voices of protest may serve the greater cause of reconciling the human race to you. Amen.

History                                                                Jeanne Harris  
Hymn #Insert  “Jesus is All the World to Me” 
 

*Call to confession                  Appears in: Fake News and Fake in the Pews                When we pray, we speak to God. When we pray, God speaks to us. Let us, therefore, enter into dialogue with our Creator.  
 Prayer of Confession  
Merciful God, we acknowledge that we are impressed by things that do not matter to you in the least. Our heads are turned by education, power, pedigree, looks and money. We confuse intelligence with wisdom, family name with honor, positions of influence with integrity, looks with character and money with dignity. Generosity, kindness, humility and selflessness are more to your liking, but we confess that we do not always honor these characteristics. We push for the awards, the accolades, the praise, the recognition of our peers. All the while, Lord, we are full of self-doubt, afraid of being exposed as a phony, as being less than we pretend to be. We live in the shadow of an illusion of our own making, yet we feel powerless to stop the charade. Forgive us, Lord. Heal our brokenness, forgive our stubbornness and pride, and grant us the mercy to confront our own hypocrisy. By your grace, renew a right mind and heart within us and restore us to yourself. Amen.

   
        
   Assurance of pardon 
Friends, God is faithful and just to forgive us and cleanse us from every unrighteous thought, word and deed. Receive this pardon that is freely offered and walk as those who are made whole again. Amen.
*Congregational response - “Gloria Patri”

			Proclaiming the word 
Hymn #304 “Jesus Loves Me” (verse 1)
Children of the Church   
       
Prayer for illumination (in unison)  Appears in: Faith, Risk and the Sky-High Selfie
Let us pray together, 
	 Stir in us now, Holy Spirit, a willingness to hear, the desire to know the truth and the courage to follow in joyful obedience, that we may be formed by your word into women and men of faith. Amen.

First scripture lesson        Psalm 43    
   	The word of the Lord. 
			Thanks be to God. 

second scripture lesson         Matthew 23: 1-12        
  	The word of the Lord. 
			Thanks be to God. 

Affirmation:  I am a child of God.  I believe in Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior.  I believe he has the power to change my life and your life. 

Sermon: “Christian Leadership ”    Rev. James A. Harris 

Piano interlude – Silent Prayer and Reflection 

				Responding to the word 
*The creed                    Appears in:  No Sun, No Moon, No Night 
We believe in one God, Lord of heaven and Earth. We believe that the gift of our salvation is eternal life with Jesus Christ our Lord. We believe that God created heaven, that he lives and reigns there, and that we will live with him when he one day calls us home. We live by faith, believing that what is unseen will one day be revealed, to the glory of our one God, Lord of heaven and Earth.

*Hymn #420 “God of Grace and God of Glory” 
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Prayers of the People Gathering of Tithes and Offerings 
Gathering -electronic gifts may be made through our website   https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZBS6

Offertory Anthem “Waiting for the Sun”  by Nevue
 Kay Devono
*  The Doxology                                      
*   Prayer of Dedication 
  
Sealing the word:  the holy meal 
                         Communion of the people 
Celebrants:  Rev James a Harris Pastor 
                          Re: Mary Beth Paletta 

Bearing the word into the world 
*Hymn # 398 “There’s a Sweet, Sweet, Spirit ” 

* Benediction                                 
*Congregational response “First Song of Isaiah” (chorus only) 2x  Surely it is God who saves me.  I will trust in him and not be afraid for the lord is my stronghold and my sure defense. And he will be my Savior. 
*Organ postlude "  A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” Arr by Hobby Kay Devono 
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Special Care Facilities:  Doris Holt, Mark Freeman

 Please join us for refreshments and fellowship in Westminster Hall following the service. Suzi is the host today.
Liturgists..............................................................The Congregation of First Presbyterian
Church Officiant and Preacher.........................................................Rev. James A Harris
Worship Leader.......................................................................................Maria Morrison 
Minister of Music........................................................................................Jeanne Harris Organist.........................................................................................Dr. Mary Kay Devono
Children Moment............................................................................................Beth Allen  
Greeter .........................................................................................Sandi/Courtney Nuzum 
Ushers ...........................................................................Denver Atkinson, Lance Kuhens
 
First Presbyterian Church - 175 West Main Street – Clarksburg, WV  26301        304-622-6831 / www.clarksburgfpc.org

[image: ]Tuesday:   Prayer Group 10:00 am 
Wednesday: Bible Study 3:30 pm
Thursday: 4:30 pm Laundry Ministry – Beth & Michelle
Friday:  First Friday in Clarksburg – Will be hosting tours of the church.  
Congregational meeting on Sunday November 8th, after service.  
We will be electing officers for the Class of 2029 to serve as Deacons and Elders and a year term for Congregational Nominating Committee members. 
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Churches: First Presbyterian Church, Dunbar, First Presbyterian Church, Williamson 

[image: ]Birthdays this week  

2nd – Cole Delawder 
         Michael Lonsinger             
4th – Gary Nickerson, Rev. John Koerner 
7th -   Theresa Koerner Gifford

 Prayer List:    Sean Keener, Mark Ferree, Sandi Nuzum’s brother Greg, Doris Longwell, Janette Elliott, Jackie Scott, Tyler Turner,  Brooklyn’s family, Stephanie Shields and family, Renee, Judy McQuaid and family,  Heather Pillo, and Rob Murphy  family, Tommy’s granddaughter,  Donna Swann, Radetta’s great aunt, Annie, Tim Garcia, Lilley Joyce, Joni Anderson, Ellen Merriott, Stoney next door neighbor of Jeanne & James,  Susan Sigmon, Bud Burnett and wife, Burnett and Mitchell family, Kristi McKinney, and Daylin Russell, Jim & Nancy Gallo, Scott Harper and his sister, Pastor Harris brother Johnie, David Yazvac, Greg Palmer, Melanie Simmons, Luke Roselli, Jane Post, Brenda DeGarmo, Donna & Everett Shiffra, Glenn Thompson, Keith Cumberledge, Carol Watson Sears and family, Charla Koerner, Marlana Tetrick, Sandi Nuzum, Courtney & Jared, Dick Ogden, Justin Davis, Lee West, Michael Gain, Mathew DeGarmo, Dave Allman, Anne Davis, Jeanne Harris, Delores  and Bill Yoke, Kelly Clayton, Julie Tilson friend of Sally, Peggy Allman, Hugh Gainer, Cindy Brandtt, Sarah Mitchell’s cousins Christian and Coleman. Rita Jo Dean, Scott McQuaid, Barbara More’s family, Chery Curtis, and Owen.  
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