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“It Happens Here” — A fight against Human Trafficking
Sacred Beginnings’ Warrior Awards & Gala Returns to Grand Rapids
GRAND RAPIDS, MICH. (2/6/26) -- Sacred Beginnings is making Grand Rapids a safer place for survivors—and ensuring the community understands a hard truth: it happens here.
That truth anchors the theme of this year’s Warrior Awards Gala, taking place Friday, April 24, from 6:00–10:00 p.m. at the historic Goei Center.
Now in its third year, the gala continues its mission to raise awareness, generate critical funding, and invite the community to stand against human trafficking and sexual exploitation—crimes that are not distant headlines, but local realities.
"It happens here. It happens in our neighborhoods, our schools, our workplaces, and even within our own circles,” says Leslie King, Survivor and Founder of Sacred Beginnings. “Ignoring it won’t make it disappear. But together, we have the power to confront it, speak out against it, and create real change. By standing united and refusing to stay silent, we can fight it—and we can overcome it."
That reality is deeply personal for this year’s keynote speaker, Kelly Palmer, a survivor of sexual exploitation whose life took a radically different direction after receiving services, support, and love through Sacred Beginnings, specifically Leslie King. 
The Warrior Awards Gala is made possible through community-wide sponsorships, partnerships, and individual ticket sales, all fueled by a shared commitment to ending exploitation. Lead Sponsors include Warner Norcross + Judd & WMCU, alongside local artists and creatives donating their talents, including Wolfrom Art and Jen Erin, as well as numerous local businesses contributing to the silent auction led by the iconic Judge Smolenski. 
All proceeds directly support Sacred Beginnings’ work, including transitional housing, survivor-centered programming, and long-term services designed to restore safety, dignity, and hope.
The message is clear. The call is urgent.
Human trafficking is happening here—and the community is rising to meet it. To learn more, buy tickets, or donate, visit www.sbtp.org or 2026 Gala | Sacred Beginnings.



