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Celebrate West Michigan’s 37th Annual National Philanthropy Day 
Awards Ceremony will honor eight awardees at the Frederick Meijer Gardens

GRAND RAPIDS, MICH (October 18, 2023) Association of Fundraising Professionals – West Michigan Chapter (AFP-WM) is celebrating National Philanthropy Day (NPD) on Monday, November 13th. This prestigious awards ceremony will be hosted at Frederick Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park from 11:30am – 1:30pm. NPD is celebrated throughout the United States and is an annual event in West Michigan where the community recognizes and honors the generosity and commitment of the leaders in the philanthropic community.  This year marks West Michigan’s 37th annual event.
“National Philanthropy Day is a wonderful opportunity for us to celebrate and honor the impact and power of philanthropy…” shares J.J. Lewis, Chief Development Officer at United Way of the Lakeshore, and co-chair of the National Philanthropy Day Planning Committee. 
AFP-WM has announced this year’s awardees who will be honored and presented with an award.
· President’s Award: David and Carol Van Andel 
· Outstanding Volunteer Fundraiser: Miles for Memories 
· Outstanding Corporation: Fifth Third Bank 
· Outstanding Community Organization: The Greater Grand Rapids American Culinary Federation 
· Emerging Nonprofit Development Professional: Winni Walsh – American Heart Association 
· Outstanding Fundraiser: Lacey Dixon – YMCA 
· Outstanding Youth in Philanthropy: Kalamazoo Central High School 
· Excellence in Fundraising: Wedgwood Christian Services
The NPD Planning Committee welcomes back keynote speaker, Vu Le, who will share invaluable insights and innovative strategies that aim to magnify philanthropic impact in our community. Vu is the founding board member of Community-Centric Fundraising and former Executive Director of RVC, a nonprofit that promotes social justice by supporting leaders of color, organizations ran by communities of color, and fostering collaboration between diverse communities. 
“I hope the community will join us in thanking our awardees for the amazing impact they are having and for inspiring all of us to do what we can to positively change West Michigan!” says Lewis.  
Sponsorship opportunities are still available. Tickets are also available for purchase on the AFP-WM website. 
The AFP West Michigan Chapter is comprised of over 230 members. There are 233 chapters and 30,000 members globally. The AFP serves its members through a Code of Ethics, education, and advocacy programs. For more information, visit us online at afpwm.org, and follow us on social media via Facebook and X
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