1971 GS 455 Convertible owned by John Lasinski
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Happy Summer! I hope everyone is getting their cars out and enjoying the weather. I’m so excited that June is
finally here!
June is full of events! The Hot Rod Power Tour will be coming through St. Louis on June 14th at the Gateway
Motorsports Park in Madison, Illinois. If you have a few days, consider joining the tour in St. Louis and ending
in Bowling Green, Kentucky. The annual Hazelwood Baptist Car Show is for cars 30 years and older, and is on
June 17th. The next day, June 18th is the annual Father’s Day Car Show at the Museum of Transportation. On
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June 25th we will cruise to Lotawata Creek Grill in Fairview Heights, Illinois. The deadline for RSVPs is June
18th.
A little something for everyone this month.
Pete and I have a lot of Shiners Hospital Car Show flyers, if you are going to a car show, please hand out some
flyers. Everyone’s help is needed to pull this event together; your help is greatly appreciated. September will
be here before we know it! I will have the flyers at the June meeting.
The BCA Regional /National Show is right around the corner!! On July 5th – 8th in Brookfield, Wisconsin. We
need volunteers for this event. Thank you to those going and representing our chapter. It’s a great way to see
cars from all over the country and to raise funds for our club. Make this a mini-vacation and see the sights of
Wisconsin. Please consider volunteering as a judge or parking assistant. An email was sent out with all the
information.
Thanks for being a part of our Buick family,
Kristina

Meeting Minutes, May 1st, 2017
• The meeting was held at the Sport’s Café, in Bridgeton, MO, and was facilitated by Kristina Richards, Director.
• Kristina opened the meeting with The Pledge of Allegiance of the United States and welcomed everyone who
attended.
• The March Meeting Minutes were approved as printed in the Gazette. Motion made by Steve Dodson, second by
Bob Windal, approved by all.
• 18 members and guests were in attendance.
Member News:
• Doug Bremer is having hernia surgery
• Carl Ballinger is recovering from pneumonia
Treasurer’s Report: (Pete Nathan)
• Shriners: $1,494.11
• Club Account: $1,954.57
• Motion made by Dave Smith to accept the Treasurer’s Report, second by Jim Hall, approved by all.
BCA Club News:
• National News: (Kristina)
o 2017 National Meet, Brookfield, WI, July 5-8, 2017
o This will be a combined Regional/National event
o They are requesting volunteers/workers for this event. If you are going please contact Kristina.
o Jerry Wilson said this is a great place for a National event, hosting hotel has experience in hosting car
events. Local area has lots to see and do; Harley Davidson, Al Capone Drive, Hideaway Subdivision to
see Al Capone’s house, and the Volo Museum, and Union Grove Dragstrip are close by.
• Regional News: (no report)
• Performance Division: (no report)
• Modified News: (no report)
Old Business: (Kristina Richards)
Recap of events:
• April 9, “Paul Meyer Memorial Oil Spill”
o Special Thanks to PUR Performance for letting us use their shop.
o A Thank You card signed by all and sent to PUR Performance, in appreciation for using their facility.
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o

A Thank You card was also signed by all and sent to Paul Perez, in appreciation for his time to open PUR
Performance and assist us with the event.
▪ In addition; Motion made by Dave Smith, Second by Ted Becker to provide Paul with $50.00 for
his time and support. Approved by All.
• April 9, Ladies Luncheon at Miss Aimee B’s Tea Room. Miss Aimee B’s not what it used to be, did not measure
up, next year we may consider combining lunch with the guys at PUR Performance.
• April 16th, Forest Park Easter Car Show; good between the intermittent rain, next year we will be able to receive
group pricing. Due to liability, no canopies are allowed.
• April 29, Pere Marquette Lunch & Winery Cruise. Rainy day, 20 registered and only eight attended. The group
enjoyed a family style chicken dinner, plan to do it again next year.
39th Anniversary – St. Louis Gateway Chapter, BCA (no updates)
•

It was decided that we would begin planning a 40th Anniversary celebration for 2018. The annual Love Park picnic was
considered as a venue for the event, with plans to invite past and present members.

New Business:
Shriners Hospital Car Show – 2017
• 6,000 copies of the new 2017 Flyer will be available at the Laura Buick Show. Please get a “stack” and hand
them out.
• Kristina has posted the Shriners Show on six main websites.
• Trio Graphics is providing us with “FREE” printing again this year.
• Office Depot will provide us with 2,000 copies for the price of the paper.
• Trophy Sales:
o 11 of the 32 classes have been either reserved or paid for.
o Please let Chet Palumbo know as soon as you sell a class so he can update the list.
2017 Club Dues: Due May 1st - See Pete Nathan
Website Status – (New name: St. Louis Buick Club)
• Still under construction
Events Coordinator: Still open
Gateway Gazette: Steve Dodson recognized Ted Becker for doing an excellent job with the newsletter.
Upcoming Events: (Club Events)
• May 20th – Laura Buick, Collinsville, IL 11:00 am – 3:00 pm.
o Kristina said we received two registrations from our website
o NOTE: Please do not arrive before 11:00 a.m.
o To caravan; meet at 777 New Ballas at Hwy 40.
50/50 Drawing:
• $56.00 total, with $28.00 going to Bob Windal.
Next Meeting: June 5th, Sport’s Café, Bridgeton, MO
• Address: 3579 Pennridge Drive, Bridgeton 63044 (314) 298-1631
• Dinner at 6:30, meeting at 7:30
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Well, it seemed like a good idea. Actually, it was a good idea and enjoyable time to get together. Unfortunately,
the Piasa Bird Indian lore mural along the River Road in Alton had overdone his “rain dance” and treated us to
a very nasty and dangerous storm. Our original reservation for 20 people, turned out to be only 8. It rained
early in the morning to discourage many from attending and then treated us to a real “gully washer” in the
afternoon.
We all met at the Pit Stop gas station in West Alton to caravan over to the Illinois side of the river. Passing
over the beautiful Lewis and Clark Bridge, we drove through Alton, past the Piasa Bird then up the river to the
Pere Marquette State Park and lunch in the lodge. This is a magnificent structure built in the 1930’s by the
Civilian Conservation Corps. The large cathedral ceiling is the centerpiece of the lodge with a large functioning
fireplace (converted to gas) and a standing chess set with 3 foot tall figures.
Lunch was delicious! Fried chicken with all the fixings and finished off with rhubarb pie left us rolling out with
full tummies and a smile on our faces. Our waitress was very efficient and served us our family style meal
literally as we sat down.
Then it was down the River Road 5 miles to the Grafton Winery. They had a live band playing Johnny Cash
songs and did a pretty impressive rendition of Johnny’s signature style. The ladies went downstairs to view the
wine making operation while the guys sat upstairs nursing a beer. Speaking of beer, your author is a beer fan
and likes trying out new offerings. Seeing the menu of available brews, there was one called “Colweizen”.
Weitzen (German for “wheat) is a wheat beer such as Shocktop or Blue Moon and is a fruity or citrusy tasting
beer. The “Col” added to the name was not obvious. The beer came in a traditional beer glass and was a kind of
pale brown color. It had a very unusual taste not like anything experienced previously. The first couple of sips
were exploratory as the beer was evaluated. As the consumption progressed and the beer level in the glass
began to recede, it became a most unpleasant experience that could not be finished. The bartender was then
consulted as to what it was, to which he replied that it was wheat beer mixed with Coca Cola. To each his own,
but that is the last time I will ever try that again!!!
As we were enjoying our libations (at least everyone else was) the rains began to come down in earnest. We
were sitting along the perimeter next to a glass garage door which opened up to an outdoor patio. The rain
came and the wind blew and the chairs and tables on the patio began to walk across the floor. All in all, it was
pretty scary especially since we were unwittingly sitting next to large glass windows.
Finally, the rain stopped and the wind died down. It was time to call it a day and head back home. Actually,
that is when the real fun began. We got about 7 miles down the road and the road was closed. Apparently, a
small tornado had come through and blew the roof off a building, torn down some signs and knocked down a
power line. The live power line was sitting on the road and police set up a barricade to prevent adventurous
souls to drive over them and test their tolerance to 20,000 volts of electricity. They directed us back to Grafton
to circle around back to Godfrey. Following their directions, we all ended up back on the River Road just south
of the mayhem we had just avoided.
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All’s well that ends well! It was a shame that the weather deterred a larger turnout. It was a shame that we got
caught up in that nasty storm. But, it was, as always, a good time to get together with our Buick family and
enjoy the day.
Hopefully the weather will be more favorable next year and we can have a more relaxed time with a larger
attendance. Look for the schedule in the Gazette next year put it on your calendar and plan to attend. You will
be glad you did!

Chug-a-lug, chug-a-lug
Make you want to holler hi-de-ho

For Sale – 1985 Riviera
Dave Smith is downsizing his collection of cars and would very much like to sell this really nice 1985 Riviera.
The car is maroon with a maroon vinyl top and matching maroon velour interior. Car is fully loaded, including
a sunroof. Powering the car is a four-barrel carbureted Oldsmobile 307 V-8 and rated at 140 horsepower and
240 pound-feet of torque. Dave is only the second owner of the car and has only 51,000 miles. Car needs
nothing and has a new batteries and set of tires. This is a very nice car that can be used for just about anything
you would want to use it for (well maybe not a quarter mile at a time). Doubt that any ‘85 Riv is any nicer than
this one. Price has been reduced to $6000 for club members only. Contact: Dave Smith 314-895-3416
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OK Folks, here is a new treat for you. What good is a car publication without a really nice car with a scantily
clad young lady draped all over the car? The temptation to follow this theme has been overwhelming and the
time is now to succumb to this desire.
Here for your viewing pleasure, the Gazette proudly introduces Miss June.

GATEWAY GAZETTE

6

Gazette Giggles of the Month

A recent interpretation of the Riviera Silver Arrow

Safety First!!

No Way!!!!

Future winner of a Darwin Award – Real soon!!
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The internet in general and Facebook in particular have brought a whole new world of information to us that we
could never have imagined years ago. In keeping with that thought, Facebook has many Buick groups and old
photograph groups that are a treasure trove of material for the Gazette. Much of what is published in the
Gazette is taken from these Facebook groups.
Recently a picture showed up of a 1952 Buick Skylark. As you are all aware, the Skylark was introduced in
1953 as a limited edition, 50th anniversary of Buick Motor Co. This 1952 Skylark was thus a pilot concept of
the car that would be introduced the following year.
Our resident Buick historian, Bill Bicknell, was then consulted for any knowledge he has on this car. Not
unexpectedly, Bill came up with the full story on this car. The following pictures and article are from a Popular
Science issue in Bill’s literature collection.
Bill’s note reads as follows:
There was indeed a 1952 Skylark, actually two of them depending on how you want to count. The attached
1952 Popular Science article describes the inspiration for the car which was built/modified by an
individual. Then Buick made a 1952 prototype before going into production with the 1953 Skylark. I believe
the ’52 prototype no longer exists. I was on its trail for a while about 30 years ago and spoke with someone in
Kansas who had some parts from it. When I win the lottery I plan to make a 1952 Skylark.
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June Birthdays
Bill Bicknell
Gene Bossaller
Mike Driscoll
Doris Hall
Joseph Walchshauser
Angie Midkiff
John Midkiff
Karen Nolte

June Anniversaries
Jimmy & Rachel Gehm
Greg & Angela Key
Pete & Wendy Nathan
Dave & Louise Smith

GATEWAY GAZETTE

11

Have you ever done some serious daydreaming about your perfect and ideal job? How about a night watchman
in a mattress factory? Maybe a taste tester for Breyer’s Ice Cream would fit the bill. Maybe even the official
scorecard keeper for the Cardinals would suit your fancy.
Well, if you are a car guy, and a serious guy at that, no better job than to switch jobs with Dennis Gage doing
“My Classic Car”. Generally considered the granddaddy of TV car shows, it is in its 21st year of production
with no end in sight. Dennis visits car shows in exotic and beautiful places, visits museums, goes to Europe,
goes to the Caribbean, meets with very well healed collectors to inspect and drive their masterpieces. Dennis
even visits Jay Leno several times a season at his shop to look at some of Jay’s eclectic collection of all things
that combust fuel to produce power.
Dennis is ever decked out in his signature flat top driving hat and handlebar mustache. In fact, his production
company is named “Mad Stache Productions” in honor of his impressive stache. Looking on the internet yields
numerous stories that he invented Pringles potato chips and sold the company to finance his free and easy
lifestyle. Whether this is true or not is left to speculation.
The main feature that car guys would find appealing is that he is able to convince these owners to let him drive
their car. Whether it is gas, diesel, steam or electric, Dennis tries them all out.
In keeping with the theme of visiting car shows, Dennis traveled to Bowling Green, Ky for the GS Nationals
back in 2010. Low and behold, who should he run into but our own John Lasinski. There is a 3 minute segment
with his interview of John and a “look around” at this gorgeous 71 GS 455 convertible. If the reader is
interested in seeing this clip, it can be found on YouTube by google searching “my classic car season 10
episode 3”

.
Though this is an enjoyable program to watch, it, like all TV car shows, is rife with advertisements. Not only
are there the typical commercial breaks, but they also have a segment featuring some product in detail.
Common advertisers in this fashion are: Paul’s Chrome, Original Parts Group, Steele Rubber Products, Race
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Deck Flooring, Custom Autosound and Dustless Blasting. Some of these “infomercials” are pretty interesting as
they show samples of their offerings along with new products on the market. For the viewer not interested in
these distractions, a DVR comes in mighty handy.
My Classic Car comes on at 7:30AM on the Velocity Channel. Check it out!!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

June 5 – Monthly Meeting -- Sports Café in Bridgeton – Starts at 7:30 pm
Address: 3579 Pennridge Drive, Bridgeton 63044 • (314) 298-1631
June 10-17 – Hot Rod Power Tour
June 11 – Joint show with Thunderbird Club at Jack Anderson’s Farm (see separate mailing for directions and further
details)
June 17 – Hazelwood Baptist Church Car Show (Open to cars 30 yrs & older) – Time 10:00 to 4:00 pm
***DON’T MISS THIS ONE!! ! ** FREE FOOD, MUSIC, & Trophies!
Special Trophy for Car Club with the MOST members in attendance -- Cars can start arriving as early as 8:00 am
Address: 6161 Howdershell Road, Hazelwood 63042
June 18 – Father’s Day Car Show (Open to ALL Cars) – Time 11:00 to 3:30 pm
Museum of Transportation – 314-615-8MOT
Address: 3015 Barrett Station Road, St Louis 63122
*** Park your car, then head inside to check out the collection and Air Conditioning
Admission: Adults $8, Children (3-12) $6
June 18 – Deadline for Lotawata Creek Cruise
RSVP’s NEEDED for this event, Thanks
June 25 – Car Cruise & Lunch to Lotawata Creek Grill
10:15 -- We will meet at 777 North Ballas Road
Leaving promptly at 10:30 to cruise together to Lotawata Creek for lunch at 11 am
Address for Lotawata Creek: 311 Salem Pl, Fairview Heights, IL 62208
PLEASE RSVP for this event by June 18th
July 5-8 – BCA Regional & National Show
Brookfield, WI
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July 16 – Club BBQ & Monthly Meeting at Love Park (Muffin Pavilion) – Starts at 11:00
Club will provide meat, Members should bring a side dish or dessert, drinks & chairs
Yard games are welcome and there is a park close by for youngsters
Address: 2248 Mason Lane, Ballwin, MO 63021
August 5 – Memories on Main Car Show / Judging – Arrive by 9:30, judging starts at 10 am
Like last year, our club will help judge for this car show. Lunch and Dinner will be provided.
Judges are welcome to enter their cars.
Address: Downtown, Troy 63379
August 7 – Monthly Meeting -- Sports Café in Bridgeton – Starts at 7:30 pm
Address: 3579 Pennridge Drive, Bridgeton 63044 • (314) 298-1631
August 14 – Deadline for House of Cars RSVP
August 19 – Group Car Show & Lunch – At the Overstreet Collection “House of Cars”
Come spend the day at one of our areas best kept secrets! We will be having a car show on the parking lot, and
lunch at the 1950s diner nestled in the middle of an amazing collection of cars. Bring your chairs and drinks.
Lunch will be in the diner and cost $6.00 per person. Address: 10623 Baur Blvd, Creve Coeur, MO 63132
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