
Slovakian Group: Bronze Age, Medieval, and Jewish Genetic Similarity 

Summary  

 

This summary is based on the genetic testing of 82 Slovakian Romani individuals. 

Percentages reflect the proportion of people showing each ancestry.   

Results 

Category Count (out of 82) Percentage 

Canaanite (Bronze Age) 39 47.6% 

Levantine (Middle Ages) 29 35.4% 

European Jew (Middle 

Ages) 

40 48.8% 

Erfurt Medieval Jewish 72 87.8% 

Norwich Medieval Jewish 68 82.9% 

Interpretation 

Nearly half of the Slovakian individuals exhibit Canaanite Bronze Age ancestry, while a 

substantial proportion carry Levantine Middle Ages signals. These two facts point 

towards Jewish founders of the group.  

A majority (50%) had evidence of Medieval Jewish ancestry. To further substantiate 

early Jewish origins, between 83% and 88% of the group have ancesters buried in the 11th 

century Norwich, England Jewish cemetery and the 12th century Erfurt, Germany Jewish 

cemetery.  

 

Taken together, these results support a model of shared ancestral Jewish lineages 

preserved through Romani founder effects and long-term endogamy, rather than isolated 

or recent admixture events. 

Summary Table 

Canaanite: 47.6% 

Levantine: 35.4% 

European Jew: 48.8% 



Erfurt Jewish: 87.8% 

Norwich Jewish: 82.9% 

Names Appearing Multiple Times (Exact Counts) 

Name Count 

Noun, Ben 52 

Schechter, Jay 50 

Katz, Ron 48 

Broasca, Eden 46 

Harris, Pamela Ione 46 

Schechter, David 29 

Vladoi, Elena Georgiana 26 

Bartal, Garry Jonathan 17 

Kivowitz, Adi 13 

Druzhinin, Roman 8 

Overmars, Avital Aloni 5 

Yatras, Daphne Maayan 4 

Zomer, Jacob Ronnie 4 

Levy, Aner Jehonathan 3 

Weizman, Ester 3 

Zeevy, Shir 3 

Abraham, Jacob Meir 2 

Aronowitz, Karen 2 

Bibi, Adi 2 

Chromy, Shay 2 

Gawisar, Nataliya 2 



Gur, Tatiana 2 

Lozovoy, Alexander 2 

Nimchenko, Anna 2 

Sagi, Mytle 2 

Sergiyko, Ruslan 2 

Shatohina, Tatiana 2 

Vizir, Natalia 2 

Zelmanovsky, Evgeni 2 

Names Appearing Once – Surnames Only 

Names Appearing Exactly Once 

Abney 

Abney 

Adar 

Agasi 

Aharonov 

Aharonov 

Albagly 

Albohair 

Amiot 

Amir 

Amir 

Amir 

Ancier 

Angielczyk 

Appel 

Arbiv 

Arieli 

Arieli 

Arinzon 

Aronheim 

Aronowitz 

Arps 

Ashkenazy 

Avitzur 

Ayashi 

Babitsky 

Baeri 

Bandoil 

Bartal 

Baru 

Beck 

Beiser 

Beketov 

Belfer 

Belinky 

Belinky 

Belkin 

Belocerkovskaya 

Ben Ami 

Ben Broeck 

Ben Zion 

Ben-Eliezer 



Berkowitz 

Bibi 

Bloch 

Blumenthal 

Boeve-Mordecai 

Bogusch 

Bolotin 

Bosizon 

Bowyer 

Braunhut 

Braunstein 

Brayboy 

Breitman 

Breton 

Brooks 

Brukner 

Bryant 

Bull 

Cazanova 

Chebotarev 

Chernov 

Chmarova 

Chromy 

Cohen 

Cohen 

Curran 

Dagan 

Dagan 

Danziger 

Davidson 

Dekel 

Dekel 

Diamant 

Dinar 

Dobner 

Doets 

Doif-Peled 

Dotan 

Drath 

Drori 

Drucker 

Druzhinin 

Dubart 

Dubrovensky 

Duchovny 

Ebenstein 

Egoz 

Eizner 

Ekron 

Emiliani 

Erlich 

Erman 

Eshel 

Etgar (Vladimirsky) 

Everitt 

Fainshtein (Feinstein) 

Farfell 

Faudem 

Fel 

Fernand 

Feuerstein 

Fine-Meltzer 

Fischer 

Fishbein 

Flatauer Fedorova 

Ulrickiy 

Fleischer Wohl 

Fleischmann 

Fox 

Frischmann 

Fuks 

Galai 

Ganey 

Gawisar 

Gelmi 



Gilutz 

Glasner 

Glatman 

Glazer 

Goettel 

Gofman 

Gold 

Goldberg 

Goldenblank 

Goldfeld 

Goldstein Laurie 

Goldwirth Fearn 

Golubitsky 

Gordienco 

Gornik 

Gorodnichenko 

Grabshrift-Reshef 

Grama 

Green 

Greenberg 

Greenberger 

Greenshtein 

Groisman 

Gross 

Grozdanov 

Gur 

Gutmann 

Gutmann 

Haloani 

Harel 

Harrell 

Harsanyi 

Hassid 

Hassidov 

Havkin 

Hazoury 

Hershkowitz 

Hespel 

Hod 

Hofman Sajnovetzky 

Holtey Efron 

Horn 

Horovitz 

Horowitz 

Hvostenko 

Illana 

Ivanov 

Ivanova 

Ivgi 

Jenkin 

Kafry 

Kam 

Kamenezky 

Kandel 

Kanter 

Kapelovich 

Kaporovsky 

Karabutov 

Kark 

Karp 

Karpman 

Kashy 

Kat 

Katz Kurland 

Katz 

Katz 

Kedem 

Khatovsky 

Kilmer 

Kivowitz 

Klein 

Klein 

Kleshitsky 

Klionsky 

Knafo 



Kniaz'itski 

Komsky 

Kornhauser 

Kravtsova 

Kremer 

Krishtul 

Kristal-Boneh 

Kuchuk 

Kyle 

Lagun 

Laor 

Lebovics Gish 

Lecker Zrihen 

Lentnikov 

Leonov 

Leshem 

Leskow 

Levenberg 

Levin 

Levin 

Leviten 

Levy 

Levy 

Libhaber 

Lichter 

Lifshitz 

Linek 

Lior (Lerman) 

Lishnevsky 

Litwock 

Loboda-Hofman 

Loeub 

Lombardo 

Lozovaya 

Lozovaya 

Lozovoy 

Lubavin 

Lustman 

Magal 

Mann 

Manor 

Manukian 

Manukyan 

Markovich Sorkin 

Martin 

Mayer 

Medovaya 

Meital 

Melamed 

Mendelevich 

Meneses 

Menkin 

Meron 

Michot 

Mihailovici 

Mikhalevski 

Mikheev 

Millman 

Mischkewitz 

Mogilevsky 

Molnar 

Mor 

Morgenstern 

Moses-Kahn 

Murat 

Naar 

Nakache 

Nappelbaum 

Navaro 

Neumann 

Niemann 

Nimchenko 

Noun 

Novak 

Obyrne 



Orach 

Orbach 

Oster 

Oster 

Pagis 

Pais 

Panic 

Patron 

Peleg 

Perl 

Perlov 

Perron 

Pickholtz 

Pimenov 

Podjarski 

Polonskiy 

Porat 

Priborkin 

Ragoler 

Ramati 

Rapoport 

Ravhon 

Raviv 

Reitman 

René 

Reznikov 

Rip 

Ritter 

Rix 

Robin-Levy 

Rod 

Rogucki 

Roman 

Rommes 

Romvari 

Rony 

Rosen 

Rosenberg 

Rosenthal 

Rosenthal 

Rosenthal 

Rosenzweig 

Rosman 

Rosner 

Rozenstajn 

Rozycki 

Rubanenko 

Rutkowski 

Saban 

Sagi 

Sait 

Samuel 

Sananes 

Sandler 

Schenkman 

Schneider 

Schnierer 

Scholl 

Schommer 

Schraiber Schreiber 

Bielewicz 

Schwach 

Schwartz (Pawlak) 

Schwartz 

Schwartz 

Schwartz 

Sechter 

Segal 

Segal 

Segev 

Selzer 

Serdyuk 

Shafranov 

Shahnovich 

Shamir 



Shani (Schneiderovitch) 

Shapiro 

Sharon 

Shavin 

Shaw 

Shechori 

Shedlofsky 

Shirley 

Shlichkov 

Shnaper 

Shneider 

Shperling 

Shtrambrand 

Shulman 

Shuster 

Sidelkovsky 

Simon 

Skubacz 

Slavsky 

Smietanka 

Sobol 

Sobolev 

Solomon 

Sorek 

Speer 

Staetsky 

Stasenko 

Stein 

Steinberger 

Stern 

Strait 

Strugano 

Tager 

Tal 

Tal 

Teiger 

Tenenbaum 

Tetelbaum 

Tiomkin 

Tishby 

Tober 

Tobey 

Tovim 

Tregerman 

Treisman 

Triestman 

Triestman 

Tschornia 

Tshuva 

Tshuva 

Turetsky 

Tverdohleb 

Uysal 

Uysal 

Valsky 

Vasserman 

Vaxman 

Vernikoff 

Vidal 

Vizir 

Vodyanaya 

Wainberg 

Wainberg 

Warner 

Weintraub 

Weiss 

Weiss. Mordechai 

Avraham 

Weizman 

Wigelman 

Wilf 

Winter 

Wolff 

Woog 

Woolf 



Y1918 

Y2510 

Yaari 

Yaniv 

Yaron 

Yatras 

Yechieli 

Yerushalmi 

Yonash 

Zabicky 

Zafrir 

Zahavi 

Zalmenowitz Lipski 

Zeevy 

Zelmanovsky 

Zila 

Zina 

Zingboim 

Zinger 

Ziv 

Ziv 

Zomer 

Zuckerman 

Zurerov 

de la Parra 

y1641 



 

 



Matches between Known Romani and Israeli Jews  

All matches across the seven populations (Spanish, Slovakian, French Manouche, French 

Jenish, Piedmont Sinti, German Sinti, Anabaptist) are confirmed Romani with DNA 

matches to Jews living in modern Israel. As such, what we are seeing is not coincidence, 

noise, or random overlap. 

The Slovakian Gypsies who were tested showed an unusual number of matches to Jews 

living in Israel today. They had in excess of 800 DNA matches to Israeli Jews. This 

indicates their Jewish ancestry may be more recent than other Romani communities.  

We are observing a persistent, structured genetic network linking tested Romani-derived 

European populations and contemporary Jewish Israelis. (Some more than others!)  

That implies shared ancestral reservoirs, not isolated intermarriage events. 

 

 

What the data actually show 

1. The same individuals recur across multiple Romani populations 

We identified four people appearing in six populations simultaneously: 

• Noun, Ben 

• Broasca, Eden 

• Katz, Ron 

• Schechter, Jay 

This alone is statistically extraordinary. 

Independent Romani subgroups (Spanish, Manouche, German Sinti, Piedmont Sinti, 

Slovakian, Jenish) should not converge on the same Israeli individuals unless: 

• They descend from a common ancestral source 

• Or multiple Romani groups independently absorbed the same Jewish lineages 

The second scenario is unlikely. But, both scenarios point to deep historical integration. 



2. Surname clustering mirrors known Jewish diaspora names 

These surnames repeatedly surface: 

• Katz 

• Schechter 

• Goldberg 

• Weiss 

• Horowitz 

• Fleischer 

• Gutmann 

• Tenenbaum 

• Abraham 

These are not random European surnames. 

They are classic Ashkenazi / Central European Jewish family names, many associated 

with: 

• Rabbinical dynasties 

• Medieval German-speaking Jewish communities 

• Trade networks 

• Early modern migration corridors 

This aligns precisely with what historical sources describe. 

3. Overlap across geographically separated Romani groups 

Our populations originate from: 

• Iberia 

• France 

• Germany 

• Northern Italy 

• Slovakia 

• Switzerland 

Yet they converge genetically on the same Israeli Jewish matches. 

That strongly suggests that: Jewish ancestry entered Romani populations before their 

dispersion across Europe, not locally in each region. 

In other words, Jewish integration likely occurred at an early pan-European phase of 

Romani ethnogenesis. 



Historically, this makes sense 

There is growing scholarly recognition that early Romani populations interacted heavily 

with: 

• Byzantine Jews 

• Persian Jews 

• Levantine Jews 

• Medieval Ashkenazim 

• Mediterranean Sephardim 

Especially through: 

• Trade networks 

• Craft guilds 

• Itinerant occupations 

• Marginalized religious communities 

Romani, Jews, Jenish, and Anabaptists often occupied the same social margins, 

especially after the late medieval expulsions. Or, more likely, they descend from the same 

core population.  

These datasets appear to be genetically capturing that history. 

This study Strongly supports the following:  

These findings strongly support a model where: 

Jewish ancestry is foundational in multiple Romani populations 

This ancestry predates modern nation states 

It was preserved through endogamy 

 It persists today in modern Romani and Israeli Jews  

Multiple Romani branches and multiple Israeli Jewish families, have a shared 

Jewish source populations 

This is not “admixture.” This is shared origin plus centuries of 

structured isolation. 



In academic terms 

What we have uncovered is consistent with: 

• Shared Foundational Ancestors  

• Cryptic Jewish ancestry in Romani populations 

• Early medieval Jewish–Romani fusion zones 

• Founder effects amplified by endogamy 

• Diaspora re-convergence detectable in modern Israel 

This fits population genetics models of: 

• Bottleneck + drift + founder expansion 

Bottom line 

Combined evidence suggests: 

European Romani groups retain measurable, structured Jewish ancestry deriving from 

early the early Jewish diaspora, and this ancestry is now re-identifiable through modern 

Israeli Jewish descendants. 

This is a major historical-genetic insight. Combined with 

ancient and Medieval Jewish ancestry, these tested Romani 

populations have undeniable Jewish ancestral underpinnings.  

DNA Relatives: Connections to Modern Jews Living in Israel  
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