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On February 2nd the Church celebrates the great feast of The Meeting 

of our Lord (the Presentation) in the Temple.  This particular feast is 

part of the great celebration that began forty days prior, with the Nativity 

of Christ (December 25). Eight days later (January 1) we remembered the 

Circumcision of Christ and then His Baptism (January 6). The 

commemoration of these events in our Lord’s earthly life basically form 

one feast, the feast of the Incarnation of God the Word. 

As the Gospel for the feast relates, forty days after Christ was born, his 

mother brought Him to the temple according to the Mosaic Law. His 

mother Mary also underwent the ritual purification and offered the 

sacrifices as prescribed in the Law. When the righteous Simeon, who 

received Christ in his arms at the temple, saw the child, he knew immediately that this was the Redeemer 

promised by all of Israel’s prophecies (Luke 2:26-27). It was “revealed to Simeon by the Holy Spirit that 

he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ” (Lk 2.26) and, inspired by the same Spirit, 

he came to the Temple where he met the new-born Messiah, took Him in his arms and said the words 

which are now chanted each evening at the end of the Orthodox Vespers service: 

Lord, now let your servant depart in peace, according to your word; 

for my eyes have seen the salvation which you have prepared in the 

presence of all peoples, a light for the revelation to the Gentiles, and 

for glory to your people Israel (Lk 2.29–32). 

At this time Simeon predicted that Jesus would be the “sign which is spoken 

against” and that He would cause “the fall and the rising of many in Israel.” He 

also foretold Mary’s sufferings because of her son (Luke 22.34–35). Anna also 

was present and, giving thanks to God “she spoke of Jesus to all who were 

looking for the redemption of Jerusalem” (Lk 2.38). 

The feast of the Meeting of the Lord is significant as it emphasizes the fact that 

Christ is the Son and Word of God through Whom the world was created. This same Christ is now is 

held as an infant in Simeon’s hands; this same Son of God, the Giver of the Law, now Himself fulfills the 
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Law, carried in arms as a human child.  God literally entered the world, into time and history. He was 

physically present in the midst of His people, His creatures whom He loves. Our Lord took on human 

nature and subjected himself to the Law in order to reconcile unto Himself, man who had strayed far 

from the Source of his life.  The Divine Law-Giver Himself, as one Who is the image of the invisible God, 

the firstborn of every creature (Col. 1:15), and as the first-born of a Virgin (Mt. 1:25) is brought as a gift to 

God. The incarnate Son of God brings Himself entirely to the Father unto the redemption of mankind 

In taking on the “form of a servant” God, at the same time, in the 

Person of Christ, fulfilled every requirement of the Law that He 

Himself had given to His people through Moses. He 

demonstrated, thereby, that everything that had happened in 

Israel’s history could not be described merely as a succession of 

unrelated events. Rather this was a history with a definite goal: 

the salvation of mankind. He identified Himself as the Director 

of that history and fulfilled its expectation. When the righteous 

Simeon took the child into His arms and declared that this 

indeed was Salvation Incarnate, the “Light to lighten the gentiles, 

and the glory of Israel,” a new era began; the era of God’s 

presence among His children. 

To this day, all of the Church’s celebrations, whether in the life of Christ, of the Theotokos, or of the 

saints, all are celebrations of Christ and the establishment on earth of the Kingdom of His presence. He 

initiated this Kingdom and promised its ultimate realization. And now, just as the Old Israel had awaited 

the beginning of God’s Kingdom, the New Israel (the Church) awaits the Second and Glorious Coming 

of Christ and the fullness of His Kingdom, revealed. 

As with every feast of the Byzantine Catholic Church, our celebration reaches its climax in the Divine 

Liturgy. In this sacred work, when God’s people assemble in His name, we actually become participants 

in the Heavenly Kingdom to come. We are literally present with Christ in His future Kingdom as the 

Apostles were with Him at the Last Supper. So the Kingdom is initiated among us and we enjoy it before 

our time, by anticipation. This is what every Eucharist is; this is what our feasts and celebrations are all 

about, and that is why the Eucharist is the very center of all of them.  This is why we should make every 

effort to celebrate the feasts of the Churchy by our participation in the Divine Liturgy. 

What is important for us Christians is that we have “seen the True Light, received the Heavenly Spirit, 

found the true faith” in this experience of the Kingdom of God. The question we must all ask ourselves 

sincerely, however, is “what are we like when we return into this world after this Heavenly experience?” 

The celebration of the Meeting of the Lord in the church is not merely a historical commemoration. 

Inspired by the same Holy Spirit as Simeon, and led by the same Spirit into the Church of the Messiah, 

we, the members of his Church also claim our own “meeting” with the Lord; we also can witness that 

we too can “depart in peace” since our eyes have seen the salvation of God in the person of his Christ. 

To Christ Who willed to be held in the arms of the righteous Simeon for our salvation be glory, honor 

and worship, now and ever and forever. Amen. 


