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Presidentõs Message 
 
 
 
John Erickson 
 
 

    I am proud to be a member of the Port St Lucie 
Orchid Society (PSLOS) because it does so many 
great things.  Probably the most obvious is the 
maintenance of the Orchid Room in the Port St. 
Lucie Botanical Garden (PSLBG).  Volunteers from 
our society meet weekly to create an environment 
that illustrates the different ways orchids can be 
grown and displayed.  The PSLBG is becoming a 
destination point for tourists and citizens.  Many 
say the Orchid Room is the highlight of their tour 
of the gardens. 
   Then there was the 2022 Christmas Party.  The 
food was better than ever, and the orchids from 
Florida Orchid House were fantastic.  It was all 
topped off by all the toys that were donated.  
Even the Salvation Army was amazed at our gen-
erosity. 
   Finally, there was the 2022 Orchid Show in 
conjunction with Botanica.   The vendors were 
extremely pleased; several said it was the best 
show they attended in 2022 and they were look-
ing forward to returning in 2023. Our biggest 
money maker was the raffle baskets, and this year 
weõre hoping for 35 baskets. 
   Unfortunately, due to construction at the 
PSLBG, Botanica had to be canceled this year. 
Hence, we have moved our Orchid Show to the 
Polish American Club.  This presents us with new 
opportunities and challenges. Now we will be able 
to charge for admission and cook for the judges, 
vendors and volunteers, but we will also need 
more volunteers.  So, hereõs your challenge: come 
to the March meeting willing to volunteer wherev-
er possible to fill up all the needed volunteer posi-
tions. 
  Iõm honored to be your president,  John 

 
1st Vice President Message 
 

 

Andrea Heitfeld 
 
 

 
 

Remember March 3rd,4th and 5th is the Mar-
tin County show; set up is Thursday March 2nd. 
I will be at the Botanical Gardens at 9 am on 
Thursday, the 2nd, to pick up the blooming or-
chids for our display. If you choose to bring 
them yourself, be at the Martin County Fair-
grounds by 11am on Thursday. We need to 
have blooming orchids to have a competitive 
display.  Please remember to put your name 
on your plant pot that you are putting in the 
Martin County show.  
Our annual show is fast approaching. We 

only have one general meeting left to pre-
pare. We have spots left for volunteering 
for the show. I encourage participation in 
the create a owl display or a owl habitat; 
it is fun being creative. Last year the 
Gnome gardens were a success, and the 
public enjoyed them. You can also try to 
create a niche for judging. I encourage 

members to show their creative side and ex-
periment with the owls or a niche.  
Last but not least, òHats In The Gardensó is 

coming up Saturday, May 6, 2023. This is going 
to be an annual event at the Gardens because 
of the success we had last year. Luncheon 
will  be served from 11:30 to 1pm and classes 
to follow. Mark your calendars! Info to follow; 
tickets will be available starting March 7th. 

 
Quote for March: òTo plant a garden is to 

believe in tomorrowó  
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Co-Editors: Diane Bryant, email: pslosdiane@gmail.com 
Anne Menassian, email: amorchidnews@gmail.com 

 
  

Visit us on the Web at: www.pslos.org  ñ  Join our FaceBook group! 

Advertisements in this newsletter are available for $50/year for 10 issues.  This is a great way 
for businesses, large or small, to make their products and services known.  For more infor-
mation, contact PSLOS Newsletter Editor at pslosdiane@gmail.com or PSLOS Treasurer at 
mrmush@comcast.net. 
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PSLOS MEETINGS 
                    

 

UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS  
 
 

Mar 3-4      Englewood Area Orchid Society 
        òBewitched by Orchidsó 
        3460 N Access Rd, Englewood, FL   
 

Mar 3-5      òOrchid Expressó 
                 Martin County Orchid Society Show 
 

Mar 4-5      Tampa Bay Orchid Society Show 
         òFor the Love of Orchidsó 
        3315 W Lemon St, Tampa  
 

Mar 11-12   Orchid Society of Coral Gables 
        òFairchild Orchid Festivaló 
        10901 Old Cutler Rd, Coral Gables  
 

Mar 18-19   Jacksonville Orchid Society Show 
         òA Legacy of Beautyó 
         2892 Loretto Road, Jacksonville 
 

Mar 24-26   Gulf Coast Orchid Alliance Show 
         15000 Livingston Road, Naples  

PSLOS March Meeting - March 14, 2023 

 

NOTE:  Although not required, masks are encouraged to be worn.  Snacks and bottled water will be available. 

12:00 Creating a Niche Arrangement 
Speaker:  Michael Ortseifer 

 

Michael will demonstrate how to create an orchid niche arrangement for our orchid show.  
This will be especially helpful for members who have never done it before.  Hope everyone 
will sign up to create a niche. 

1:00 pm: How to Grow Specimen Orchids 
Speaker:  Bill Nunez, AKA ôRhizome Cowboyõ 

I have been growing orchids most of my life and get great pleasure when I am making 
new hybrids mostly in the Cattleya alliance. I have been fortunate enough to receive 
several AOS awards and register several of my hybrids. The greatest satisfaction for 
me is to have one of my hybrids awarded.  
I began growing orchids in the late 60õs after several years of tagging along with my 

father to visit his friendõs greenhouses. Some of these growers were prominent growers in the area, 
and some of you may remember them: Jack Sweet,  Cliff Curry, John Matthews, John & Gloria 
Naugle, etc. I began to receive a few back bulbs from some of these folks, and a few of them lived. I 
was off to the races after that. I built my first flask box when I was in high school.  
I grew up on 1800 acres of family-owned ranch land. I started working on cattle ranches in the 70õs 
and became familiar with Florida cypress swamps, greatly enjoying my adventures in these wonder-
ful swamps. They became my refuge, and I always had the sense of traveling back hundreds of years 
in time when I entered one of these untouched places. I was able to find many of the Florida orchid 
species along with native ferns. Now I am older than dirt and I am still fascinated with orchids. 
Somewhere back in my memory, I am still a young man on an afternoon adventure in a pristine Flori-
da cypress head, oak hammock, or creek bottom. 

April 1-2 PSLOS Annual Orchid Show & Sale 
- òHoot Loves Orchidsó 

April 11 Workshop: Maureen Kerr -  
Organizing an Orchid Collection 
Meeting: Tips & Tricks on How to 
Grow 1000 Orchids on the Lanai 

May 9 Rich AckermanñBroward Native 
Orchids 

June 13 PSLOS Annual Picnic 

July/Aug Summer Break 
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Make copies and share this flyer with your friends, neighbors, your church and com-
munity bulletin boards, and the merchants where you shop. 
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We still need some volunteers! Listed below 
are the show categories still available for 
PSLOS members to participate.   
Please show your support by signing up  for at 
least one activity. The sign up sheets will be 
available at the March General Meeting. 
 

ß Clerk (Saturday morning) 
ß Greet visitors & collect entrance fees 
ß Sell society memberships (Saturday and 
Sunday) 

ß Serve as PSLOS òAsk Meó representatives  
ß Sell raffle tickets (Saturday and Sunday) 
ß Donate raffle prizes, baskets, gift certifi-
cates 

ß Help serve and clean up breakfast/lunch 
for vendors, show judges, and PSLOS vol-
unteers 

ß Be a trophy sponsor 
ß Enter a Niche arrangement  

              Raffle Baskets/Prizes 
 

Raffles are our primary way to raise 
money to cover the many expenses 
of our show.  
 

We challenge everyone to donate a raffle 
basket or prize.  Ask businesses and restau-
rants you frequent to contribute  in the form 
of gift certificates, raffle prizes, or cash 
sponsorships. No gift is too small. Gifts are 
tax deductible! 
 
Email the theme of your donation (for exam-
ple, Family Game Night, Car Care, Fun in the 
Sun, etc.) to Diane Bryant so that she can 
make up the signage. 
 

Email: pslosdiane@gmail.com  

Trophy Sponsors 
 

We are in need of additional sponsors for 
show trophies. Please consider sponsoring a 
trophy to make our show one of the greatest 
ever.  Your name will appear on one of the 
many certificates that are awarded to ribbon 
winners.  Sponsorship costs $35.00. You can 
send a check to  
 

 Port St. Lucie Orchid Society 
 P.O. Box 8421 
 Port St. Lucie, FL  34985 
 

You can also pay at the PSLOS General Meet-
ing. 
 

This is a great way to help our  Society, espe-
cially if you canõt attend or help out in per-
son. 

Volunteers Needed 
 

We need volunteers to  
¶ Help collect entrance fees and sell society 
memberships and raffle tickets. 

¶ Serve as òAsk Meó representatives by an-
swering questions from the public. 

¶ Help serve and clean up breakfast/lunch 
for vendors, judges, and PSLOS volunteers. 

¶ Donate food items for breakfast and lunch 
on Sunday for vendors and PSLOS volun-
teers. 

Owl Habitat/Owl Creation  
 

Last year we had lots of fun 
and a great response to our 
gnome gardens.  This year we 
want to feature table top 
Owl Habitats or Owls created by 
members. 

 

Have fun!  Get your creative juices flowing. 
Entries will be judged for both categories!  

      Orchid Niche 
 

Use your imagination and create an 
orchid niche arrangement! 
 

Keep your niche within the dimen-
sions of the niche: 4ó wide, 6ó 
deep, 8ó tall.  Your container should 

be plain so as not to distract from the flow-
ers. 
 

Michael Ortseifer will demonstrate how to 
create orchid niche arrangements at our 
March meeting.  
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PSLOS ORCHID DISPLAY 
 

FOR THE MARTIN COUNTY ORCHID SOCIETY SHOW 
March 3-5, 2023 

  

Members, we need a lot of orchids  
to have a great PSLOS display. 

 
 
 
 

By Tuesday, February 28 (If Possible) 
If you have orchids for judging, email the following information to Andrea Heitfeld 
(tazzette55@gmail.com): 
¶ name and color of Orchid,  
¶ size of Cattleya (over or under 5ó, and 

¶ size of Phalaenopsis (over or under 2ó). 
  

Thursday, March 2 
If you want Andrea to take your orchids to the show, take them to the PSL Botanical Gardens by 
9:00 a.m. 

OR 
If you want to deliver your orchids to the show, take them to the Martin County Fairgrounds 
(2616 SE Dixie Highway) by 11:00 a.m. 
  

Sunday, March 5 
Meet at the fairgrounds at 4:00 p.m. to help break down the exhibit and pick up your orchids. 
If you need us to deliver the orchids back to the Gardens, please let us know. 
  
If you have questions, please email me at tazzette55@gmail.com. 

 

mailto:tazzette55@gmail.com
mailto:tazzette55@gmail.com
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Fun events 
coming our 

Stay tuned 

information.

 

Join us on Saturday, March 25 
from 9 AM to 4 PM for this fun-
filled community event at the 
Gardens! We will be welcoming 
plant vendors and artists from 
all across the Treasure Coast, 
who will be showcasing a wide 
variety of native plants, hand-
crafted art, and paintings. At-
tendees will also enjoy deli-
cious food options, live music, 
and raffles. Admission is free. 
We hope to see you there!  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   
Representing the Port St Lucie 
Orchid Society, John Erickson 
will be conducting an orchid 
potting class. Thanks, John! 

PSL Botanical Gardens 

 

John was invited to give 
a repotting class at the 
Jensen Beach Garden 
Club Expo Saturday.   
 
As usual, he did a great 
job ñ and all enjoyed it. 

Jensen Beach Garden Club Expo 
February 25,2023 
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Another full house! 

A great workshop on  
fertilizers and tonics with 
lots of good suggestions  

on products.  
Thanks, Jamie! 

 
Check out the link to the 

video: 
https://youtu.be/TGoKQ3zl5Aw    

Signing   
up for the  
orchid  

attendance 
prize. 

Signing up to help 
with our orchid show.  

We love our volunteers!  
 
Remember to sign up at our 
March meeting.  We still need 
volunteers, raffle prizes, and 
trophy sponsors.  

Whatõs a meeting without snacks? 
Thanks to Andrea, Laurie, and 
Anne for donating the snacks for 
today's meeting. 
 
Members:  Remember to sign up to 
donate snacks at future meetings. 

Lots going on! 
¶ Collecting orchid mounting 
supplies. 

¶ Paying for show t-shirts. 
¶ Signing up to be trophy 
sponsors. 

 

https://youtu.be/TGoKQ3zl5Aw
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 Lots of fun learning how to mount orchids! 
 Check out the link:  https://youtu.be/uIfWKJ7UyS4  

A lot of help available! 

Look at ours! 

https://youtu.be/uIfWKJ7UyS4

