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Presidentõs Message 
 
John Erickson 
 
 
 

I became a member of the PSLOS in March 
2013 and have volunteered for each subse-
quent orchid show. After our most recent 
show, I reflected back and came to the con-
clusion that this yearõs show was the best in 
the last 12 years. I have four reasons for mak-
ing that statement. 
 
REASON #1: LEADERSHIP.  I estimate that An-
drea Heitfeld put in over 200 hours planning 
and preparing for the show. She was also in 
charge of every aspect at the show. 
 
REASON #2: LOCATION. The Polish American 
Club has several advantages over other recent 
venues. (a) There is no need for security. If 
we had held the show at the Port St. Lucie Bo-
tanical Gardens, we would have had to pay 
$900 for police security on Friday and Satur-
day nights. (b) The show canõt be affected by  
the heat or bad weather. In 2019, it rained 
one afternoon, affecting both attendance and 
sales. (c)  Vendors donõt need to bring tents, 
tables, and chairs. 
 
REASON #3: MEMBERSHIP PARTICIPATION. Vol-
unteers stepped up to: (a) donate a record 51 
raffle baskets which surpassed the previous 
record by 19%; (b) enter a record number of 
niche displays which was made possible by the 
addition of a new large (12 inch) niche box; 
(c) donate/prepare food for breakfast/lunch 
for three days. Barbara Lynn has been prepar-
ing her chicken casserole since 2019, and it 
continues to be the hit of the show. 
 
REASON #4: VENDOR SATISFACTION. Vendors 
agreed that sales exceeded expectations, and 
they were eager to participate again in the 
future. 

The membership participation at the Orchid 
Show this year was OUTSTANDING, THE BEST 
EVER! 

 
1st Vice President Message 

 
Andrea Heitfeld 
 
 

 
 

Spring has sprung! Our show Orchid Beezõs was 
a complete success! Thanks to all of our mem-
bers who donated trophy sponsorships, raffles, 
Bee displays, time, and orchids at the show. 
We definitely have a rock star group!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
And not to let the grass grow under our feet, 
we are already planning our 2025 show!  Our 
theme will be Enchanted Orchid Fairy Tales.  
Stay tuned for more updates as time goes on. 
 
Our picnic was a lot of fun thanks to all who 
attended, and those who were not able to 
come maybe we will see you next year!  
 
At our May meeting we will have a noon 
class given by Diane Bryant who will talk 
about  mounting orchids, and our speaker will 
be Bill Nunez who will speak on Encyclias and 
their hybrids. We have never had a presenta-
tion on Encyclias, so it should be a very inter-
esting presentation.  
 
Did you know Orchids in Japanese culture  are 
symbols of love, beauty, and elegance? Also, 
the Japanese also have a practice called 
òHanamió which involves admiring the beauty 
of flowers, including orchids, during the spring 
season.  
 
The May orchid quote: òAs a symbol of beauty 
the orchid inspires us to pause and reflect on 
the exquisite artistry of nature.ó 
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Visit us on the Web at: www.pslos.org  ñ  Join our FaceBook group! 
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PSLOS May Meeting - Monday, May 20, 2024 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

12:00 Noon:  Mounting Orchids 
Speaker: Diane Bryant    

1:00 pm: Encyclias & Their Hybrids 
Speaker:  Bill Nunez, AKA ôRhizome Cowboyõ 

I have been growing orchids most of my life and have been fortunate enough to 
receive several AOS awards and register several of my hybrids. The greatest satis-
faction for me is to have one of my hybrids awarded.  
 

I began growing orchids in the late 60õs after several years of tagging along with 
my father to visit his friendõs greenhouses. Some of these growers were prominent 
growers in the area, and some of you may remember them: Jack Sweet,  Cliff Cur-
ry, John Matthews, John & Gloria Naugle, etc. I began to receive a few back bulbs 
from some of these folks, and a few of them lived. I was off to the races after 
that. I built my first flask box when I was in high school.  

 

I grew up on 1800 acres of family-owned ranch land. I started working on cattle ranches in the 70õs 
and became familiar with Florida cypress swamps, greatly enjoying my adventures in these wonder-
ful swamps. They became my refuge, and I always had the sense of traveling back hundreds of years 
in time when I entered one of these untouched places. I was able to find many of the Florida orchid 
species along with native ferns. Now I am older than dirt and I am still fascinated with orchids. 
Somewhere back in my memory, I am still a young man on an afternoon adventure in a pristine Flori-
da cypress head, oak hammock, or creek bottom. 
 
REMEMBER THE ORCHID EXCHANGE:  The Orchid Exchange is a great opportunity to expand 
your orchid collection! 

What orchids can be mounted?   
What type of mount can I use?  

How do I mount? 
Are there special watering & light requirements? 

 

Diane will provide answers to these questions and 
provide suggestions for mounting your orchids. 

 

PSLOS MEETINGS 
                    

 

June 17, 2024 
Candice Klee, C.R. Orchids 

 

July/August 2024 
Summer Break 

 

September  16,2024 
Florida Orchid House 

 

October  21, 2024 
PSLOS Auction 

 

November  18, 2024 
J&J Orchids 

 

December 2024 
Holiday Party 

 

UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS  
 

Platinum Coast Orchid Society's  
"Welcome to the Orchid Jungle"  
May 3 - 5, 2024, Merritt Island, FL  

 
Miami Beach Orchid Societyõs  
òOrchids and Arts Festivaló  

May 4 - 5, 2024,  Miami Beach Botanical Garden  
 

Volusia County Orchid Society's  
"Down the Rabbit Hole  

(Because We're Mad About Orchids)"  
May 11 - 12, 2024, Volusia County Fairgrounds  

 
Redland International Orchid Festival  

 May 17 - 19, 2024, Redland Fruit & Spice Park  
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Lots of good eating, 
laughs, and comradery! 

Raffle & bingo 
prize winners! 

Bingo time! 

Time for cornhole! 

We appreciate 
our volunteers! 
Thanks to every-
one for our 

great show, and 
thanks to Elly 
and Dawn for 
our BEEZ! 

Thanks to our chefs! Checking out the raffle 
prizes! 
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Congratulations to all the PSLOS membersõ trophy and ribbon winners! 

 

 

Jennifer Margolis 
1st Place -  C. Taida Swan ôPolar Bearõ  
  Best in Show Cattleya Alliance 5ó &  
  Greater 
2nd Place -- Phal. Tropic Ocelot-Pink 
2nd Place -- Den. Kyle Quintal 
 
Gail Matthews 
1st Place -- C. intermedia var. alba 
1st Place -- Paph. phillipinense 
1st Place -- Paph. phillipinense ôLive Oakõ 
   
Laurie McCarty 
1st Place -- Caul. Tom Mirenda 
2nd Place -- Odcdm. Catatante ôPacific Sun 
Spotsõ 
 
Diana Lenartiene 
1st Place -- Blc. Golf Green ôHair Pigõ 
2nd Place -- Vnra. Jairak Kiss 
 
Anita Shelman 
1st Place -- Maxillaria tenuifolia ôHawaii 
Coconutõ 
2nd Place -- Maxillaria tenuifolia ôHaupiaõ 
 
Ann Mygatt 
1st Place -- Den. Little Atro 
  Best In Show 
 
Andrea Heitfeld 
1st Place -- Den. Love Memory ôFizzõ 
  Best in Show 
 
Patricia Davis 
1st Place -- Rlc. Hunabu Esmeralda 
 
Jet Tanner 
2nd Place -- C. Aurantiglossa 


