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Presidentõs Message   
 
 
John Erickson 
Your President 
  
 
 

Start the Year Right with Thriving Orchids! 
 

January is a time of renewal, making it the 
perfect month to give your orchids some extra 
attention. Whether itõs repotting, encouraging 
stubborn plants to bloom, or preparing for the 
upcoming growing season, a little effort now 
will pay off all year. 
 

Repotting Basics: 
As orchids slow down after blooming, itõs a 
great time to check if they need repotting. 
Look for signs like crowded roots, breaking-
down potting medium, or poor drainage. Repot 
into fresh orchid bark or sphagnum moss, and 
choose a clear pot with drainage holes for easy 
monitoring. Remember to handle roots gently 
and only trim those that are dead or mushy. 
 

Encouraging Dormant Orchids to Bloom: 
If your orchid isnõt producing flower spikes, 
cooler nighttime temperatures (around 60ÁF) 
can trigger blooming. Feed regularly with a 
balanced orchid fertilizer, switching to a bloom 
booster high in phosphorus (e.g., 10-30-20) 
during this phase. Be patientñflower spikes 
take weeks to develop but are worth the wait! 
 

Spotlight Orchid: Paphiopedilum (Lady Slipper 
Orchids) 
These charming orchids are ideal for January! 
With their pouch-like blooms and easy care, 
they thrive in lower light and prefer consistent-
ly moistñbut not soggyñroots. 
 

Quick Tip: 
Keep an eye on indoor humidity, especially dur-
ing the dry winter months. A humidity tray or 
humidifier can help prevent leaf wrinkling and 
bud drop. Start the year strong by nurturing 
your orchids. A little care now will ensure they 
reward you with vibrant blooms in the months 
ahead! 

 
1st Vice President Message 
 
 

 

Andrea Heitfield 
1st Vice President 

 

I hope all of you are enjoying the holiday sea-
son and the cooler temperatures.  
 
I believe all who attended our annual Recogni-
tion Luncheon enjoyed the event. The food was 
great, and the orchids were awesome!   
 
For our January  20th meeting, the speaker is 
John Burdee.  He will be giving a presentation 
on Paphiopedilum (slipper orchids) care. I for 
one canõt wait to learn how to grow these type 
of orchids. John will bring different orchids for 
members to purchase.   
 
Diane Bryant will be giving a noon presentation 
on Catasetum, Clowesia  and Cycnoches care
(tips and tricks of growing them).   
 
Our February speaker is Lady Vanda Orchids 
(Serena).  She will be giving a presentation on 
Vanda care.  
 
In January we start preparing for our Orchid 
Show  on the April 5th and 6th.  Mark your cal-
endars.  
 
Quote for January:  The graceful and elegant 
orchid epitomizes love, luxury, strength, and 
beauty.  
 
Happy New Year! 
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Anne Menassian, email: amorchidnews@gmail.com 

 
  

Visit us on the Web at: www.pslos.org  ñ  Join our FaceBook group! 
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PSLOS January Meetingñ January 20 

1:00 pm: Paphiopedilum Care 

       Speaker:  John Burdee  

12:00 pm: Tips & Tricks: Catasetum, Clowesia, Cycnoches  

Ramnarine John Budree was born in Trinidad and 
migrated to Florida some years ago. In Trinidad he 
grew many different types of orchids and took part 
in collecting and showing at many shows, but there 
was always something more. Although he still want-
ed to grow and flower them, he wanted to learn 
more about orchids, wanted more of a challenge.   
   
So when he came to Florida, he got involved with 
orchids on a different level. Here he was able to 
grow all of those types of plants he could only read 
about and even meet all of those people that grew 
and wrote the articles that he had read about in 
AOS magazines. 

 
REMEMBER THE ORCHID EXCHANGE!  The Orchid Exchange is a great opportunity to expand 
your orchid collection.  For further information, talk to Maureen Kerr. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Sarasota Orchid Society's  
"Orchid Deliriumó"  
January 4 - 5, 2025  

801 N. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota  

Ft. Lauderdale Orchid Societyõs 
òOrchid Renaissanceó 
January 10-12, 2025 
601 City Center Blvd 
Pembroke Pines, FL 

Miami Orchid Society's  
"Tamiami International Orchid Festival"  

January 17-19, 2025 
Dade County Fairgrounds Expo Center  
10901 Coral Way (SW 24 St.), Miami  

Florida West Coast Orchid Society's  
"A Rainbow of Orchids"  
January 25 - 26, 2025  

9100 113th Street N, Seminole  

 

PSLOS  
MEETINGS 

 
February 17, 2025 
Serena Roman - 
Vanda Lady 

 
March 17, 2025 

TBD 
 

April 5-6, 2024 
PSLOS Annual Orchid Show & Sale 
òEnchanted Orchid Fairy Talesó  

 
 
 

 
    
 
 

  

Diane Bryant will share her love and knowledge of the three Cõs. Topics cov-

ered will include how and when to repot and their watering, fertilizing, and 

light requirements as well as their need for a good nightõs  sleep (dormancy). 
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To have a great show, we need volunteers!  Here are 
some of the show categories available for PSLOS member 
participation.  
 

ß Clerk (Saturday morning) 
ß Greet visitors & collect entrance fees (Saturday and 
Sunday) 

ß Sell society memberships (Saturday and Sunday) 
ß Donate raffle prizes, baskets, gift certificates 
ß Sell raffle tickets (Saturday and Sunday) 
ß Be a trophy sponsor 
ß Create a Niche arrangement  
ß Create a Fairy Habitat or  a Fairy Creation 
 
Be thinking about how you can volunteer! 
Sign-ups will start at February meeting. 



4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Look at 
those 
orchids! 

 
Good food 
and  

fellowship! 

Fun time 
with  bingo! 

Thanks to all our generous 
members who participated in 
the  Salvation Army Angel 
Tree Christmas program.  We 
collected two big boxes full of 
toys.  They were ecstatic with 

the donation.  

The gift exchange is always fun! 
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Membership Longevity Awards  
  

Every year at the Annual Awards and Holiday Luncheon, the Port St. Lucie Orchid Society 
recognizes members who have reached certain membership milestones.  Those who have 
maintained continuous membership status for 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, or 30 years are awarded 
pins and certificates to commemorate their achievement.   

At this yearõs luncheon, we recognized those members in attendance who reached a mem-
bership milestone of 5, 10, 15 and 30 years.  Members who reached a membership milestone 
and who were unable to attend the luncheon can pick up their certificate and pin at the 
January meeting. 

  
                        5 Years 

 
        10 Years 

 
     15 Years 

 

Ellie Conn             Jennifer Marfolis 
Linda Druck           Dawn Reich 

Gilda Gomez          Pam Segal 

Andrea Heitfeld     Beverly Wade 
Susan Hilowitz 

 

 
Veronica Crawford 
Carol Farmer 
Barbara Hazard 
Maureen Kerr 

 
Illona Christie 
Elsie Freiheit 
Sonia & Bill  
     Manning 

The 2025 Officers were also installed at the luncheon.   
The names and pictures of our officers are on the next page. 

 
25 Years 

 
30 Years 

 

 

Janet Warren 
 

  
Barbara Robinson 
Jamie Lawson 

 
 


