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WHO ARE WE 

Established in 1968, the 1600 Communications Association is 
a fraternal and social organization comprised of military and 
civilian personnel who have served as members of the White 
House Communications Agency (WHCA) and its predecessor 
the White House Army Signal Agency.  

ANNUAL AWARDS CEREMONY 

On March 24, 2023, WHCA hosted its 33rd Annual Awards 
Ceremony at the Bolling Club, Joint Base Anacostia-Bolling 
(JBAB). Over 70 current and past military and civilian 
personnel were recognized for exceptional accomplishments in 
support of the President, Vice President, and First Lady, 
including our own Steve Crowder.   

Left to right: Col Joy M. Kaczor, Commander of WHCA, Mr. Steve Crowder, WHCA 

Alumni and 2022 Hall of Fame Inductee, and CSM Sean P. Mitcham, Senior 

Enlisted Leader for WHCA. 
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Message from Association President 

Hello, association members! As your newly 

elected President, let me first say congratulations 

to all of my fellow board members. I look forward 

to working with a group of men and women who 

are invested in exploring challenges and seizing 

opportunities.  To my fellow alumni and current 

WHCA members, you have my commitment that 

our association will do our very best to foster 

community and fellowship.  To that end, I have a 

few announcements and goals for the year. 

 

I am looking forward to our Annual Golf 

Tournament, scheduled for June 23, 2023.  In the 

past, the association has sponsored an open 

house the day after the tournament.  Like most 

events disrupted by the pandemic, the open 

house has been no exception.  We contemplated 

options to bring current and former WHCA 

members together, and I am happy to announce 

that WHCA leadership will be hosting an alumni 

event at the Headquarters on June 22, 2023.  

More details will follow, but the focus will be on 

providing WHCA alumni the opportunity to 

interact with current WHCA members.  Also, a 

chance to see all of the great things that WHCA 

is doing today.  I can personally attest that the 

agency has taken on some new mission and is 

performing much of the previously existing 

mission much differently than what many of our 

alumni experienced.  I expect this event will 

introduce alumni to a variety of state-of-the-art 

capabilities that WHCA deploys worldwide, 

exchange great stories, and build some new 

relationships.  The association will be asking for 

RSVPs for this event soon. In the meantime, 

save the date on your calendars! 

 

Our beloved association will continue to do the 

many great things we have done in the past.  

While the golf tournament is an annual favorite, 

we will be getting back to some normalcy and 

participating in a number of WHCA events. We 

continue to sponsor and manage the 

scholarship program. However, as the new 

President, it is my highest priority to increase 

alumni membership to provide more direct 

support to the agency and its members, and 

develop greater opportunities for WHCA’s 

members to leverage the collective experience 

and opportunities that the alumni can provide. 

 

I have been repeatedly asked by WHCA alumni 

who are not active Association members, “why 

should I be a member?  What’s in it for me?”  

Given the advent of social media, it is much 

easier to stay connected with one another, so 

the notion of giving access to the alumni 

network and the newsletter have lost some of 

its luster.  So, to those questions, my answer is 

this: it is not about what we get from being a 

member, it’s about what we can give back to the 

agency that gave us all so much when we 

served.  The money we collect from 

membership dues go directly to support the 

agency, the people and their families in the form 

of events and the scholarship fund.  Therefore, 

I am asking all of our current members to 

encourage other alumni who are not members 

to sign up.  Help us, help those who walk in our 

footsteps, and become a part of a growing 

network of current and former WHCA members 

working together to support the agency.  We are 

planning a spirited membership drive this year, 

leveraging social media and other creative 

forms of outreach.  Standby for more on this 

subject. 

 

The last thing I will mention is our desire to 

provide a strong bond and connection between 

WHCA’s current members and its alumni. 

 

http://www.1600commassoc.org/
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Many of us in the alumni ranks have move into 

second careers in the Government/Government 

Contracting industries. We have among us senior 

Government officials and leaders in federal 

contracting companies with senior leadership 

and/or hiring management roles.  Take a moment 

to reflect on when you were retiring or separating 

from miliary service.  Did you have anyone 

mentoring you or coaching you on how to find a job, 

or how to “step out of your boots” and begin to 

behave and perform as a civilian?  If you did, you 

know the value. If you did not, imagine how much 

less anxiety you would have faced as you stepped 

into the unknown.  For these reasons, my objective 

is to strengthen the access of our current WHCA 

members to our alumni networks, provide 

mentoring opportunities, and provide guidance and 

coaching in the form of events like resume writing 

workshops, interview tips, and lessons in how to 

find a great job and be successful on the outside. 

Again, we will leverage social media to advance 

this agenda, and hopefully sponsor and support 

more events and opportunities for people to be 

engaged. 

 

We want to hear from you! If you have questions, 

ideas, or want to get more actively involved, 

please contact me at 

president@1600commassoc.org 

  

This year is going to be monumental supporting 

WHCA-- and boosting our comradery and 

fellowship.  I hope to see you all soon! 

 

 

Respectfully, 

Rob Blake 

Board President, 1600 Communications 

Association 

 

Mark Your 

Calendar 

WHCA Alumni 

Day 

June 22, 2023 

 WHCA HQ 

Washington, DC 

INFO 

COMING  

SOON 

http://www.1600commassoc.org/
mailto:president@1600commassoc.org
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Rob Blake - President 

Co-founder and CEO of Verium, LLC. Rob is a 10-year U.S. 
Air Force veteran who served in WHCA from 1996 to 2001. 
He provides a wide variety of information technology (IT) 
services across the national security community. 

Mike Millward - Vice President 

U.S. Army Retired. Mike served in WHCA from 2006 to 2012 
as an Operations Officer; Director, Network Systems Division; 
Commander, 1st Presidential Communications Command; and 
fully qualified Presidential Communications Officer (PCO) 
globally supporting Presidents George W. Bush and Obama. 

Glenn Arnett - Treasurer 

Senior Master Sergeant, U.S. Air Force Retired. Glenn served 
in WHCA from 1976 to 1991 in what is now the Visual 
Information Command; J3, Training Division; and a Vice 
Presidential Communications Officer (VPCO) supporting 
multiple administrations.  
 

Jeff King, MPS, MBA - Secretary 

Co-founder and President of Verium, LLC. Jeff is a  
10-year U.S. Navy veteran who served in WHCA from 1993 to 
1997 in the Radio Systems Unit (RSU). He is a Lifetime 
Member and graduate of the Federal Executive Institute and 
the Metropolitan Police Academy. 

Danny Young – Member at Large 

U.S. Army Retired, Danny has served in WHCA for more than 
17 years in the White House Switchboard. He performed duties 
as the Noncommissioned Officer in Charge of the Carswell 
Communications Support Team;  VPCO; and Vice Presidential 
Communications Response Officer (VPCRO).  

Helen Pennington - Member at Large 

Warrant Officer, U.S. Army Retired. Helen served in WHCA 
from 1989 to 1997 as Chief of the Emergency Actions Branch; 
Commander of the Training Communications Detachment; and 
PCO. She developed the first foundational travel team training 
courses for what is now the WHCA Training Academy. 

Darrell Williams, MCLC, HOF - Alumni Career 
Coordinator 

U.S. Army Retired. Darrell served in WHCA from 1990 to 1997 
and from 1998 to 2005 as an Operations NCO, VPCO, and 
VPCRO. From 2005 to 2010, he worked at the WHCA Training 
Academy. Darrell was selected as NCO of the Year on several 
occasions, a WHCA All-Star, and Agency Senior NCO of the 
Year. He was inducted into the WHCA Hall of Fame in 2021. 

Gordon Aitken - Historian 

Gordon served in WHCA from 1977 to 1982 as the Chief of 
Record Communications, Chief of Voice Communications, and 
a Presidential Trip Officer. He held several positions on the 
Association Board since 1995, including President for four 
years. For the past 15-years, Gordon has chaired the 
Scholarship Committee. 

Steve Crowder - Golf Tournament Coordinator 

U.S. Air Force Retired. Steve served in WHCA from 1990 to 
2001 in the Transmissions Systems Unit as the NCOIC of the 
SATCOM Shop and the NCOIC of Training. As a fully qualified 
Wideband Lead he traveled globally supporting Presidents 
George H. W. Bush, Clinton, and George W. Bush. Steve also 
served four years in the White House Situation Room. 

Lee Hamilton, MBA, MA - Special Projects 

U.S. Air Force Retired, Chief of Computer Maintenance. Lee 
served in WHCA from 2003 to 2004. He retired in California 
after teaching high school for 10-years and college for 20-
years. Lee has a passion for the classroom and continues to 
serve as a high school substitute teacher for Fairfax County 
Public Schools in Virginia. 

Dr. Shantrell N. Collier, DBA – Director of 
Communications 

Sergeant Major, U.S. Army Retired. Nikki served in WHCA 
from 2005 to 2012 in various leadership roles including the 
First Sergeant, 1st Presidential Communications Command, 
Acting J3 Sergeant Major, First Lady Communications Officer, 
and fully qualified VPCO. She was inducted into the WHCA 
Hall of Fame in 2013. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

INTRODUCING THE BOARD MEMBERS 

 

http://www.1600commassoc.org/
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MEMBERSHIP 

Thus far for 2023 the Association has processed 16 membership transactions.  This includes three new 
members. Two of those new members signed up for Lifetime Membership. The others pay dues 
annually. Thank you to those who have paid for 2023. 
 
It is still early in the year, so we expect 20 or more dues transactions by the end of 2023.  Unfortunately, 
we still have several members who have not yet paid their dues for 2021 and 2022.   Notifications have 
been sent and these persons have been moved to an inactive status.  
 
This brings the total current active membership roster to 680. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

NEW MEMBERS – THIS REPORT 

Welcome to the following new members: 
 

• Carlos Blanco (2020 to 2023)  

• Jimmy L. Hall, Jr. (2004 to 2006) 

• Dr. Aaron G. Tyler (2021 to 2023) 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

LAST WHEELS UP  (some are late entries) 

• Raymond P. Johnson – (WHCA January 1959 to January 1961) Deceased January 14, 2022 
 

• Arthur B. Brautigam – (WHCA October 1972 to August 1981) Deceased February 25, 2022 
 

• James Opfer - Deceased May 2, 2022  
 

• William Thomas “Tom” Gill - Deceased June 5, 2022 
 

• William L. Woodward - (WHCA March 1965 to July 1967) Deceased November 9, 2022  
 

• Grover Purnell - Deceased November 24, 2022 
 

• Allan A. Algoso - (WHCA July 1975 to September 1985) Deceased November 27, 2022 
 

• Frank Stamey - (WHCA January 1981 to December 1990) Deceased December 5, 2022 
 

• John P. Wilcox – (WHCA October 1970 to March 1990) Deceased December 15, 2022  
 

• Randall C. Swanson - (WHCA October 1984 to August 1987) Deceased February 1, 2023 

TREASURER’S REPORT – APRIL 2023 

 

http://www.1600commassoc.org/
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 

To save postage, the Association does not mail a special dues invoice. Instead, members are reminded 
in the newsletters that the dues year is January to December. If you have already sent your 2023 
dues, thank you very much. 
 
Please remember the yearly dues are $30.00 per year and are due in January.  

Below is a form to fill out and send with your dues. Also, please let us know of any address, email 
address, or other contact information change. 
 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _   

 

 

 

             

1600 Communications Association Membership Renewal 

 

NAME:      SPOUSE NAME: 

 

ADDRESS:                                                      CITY:                                  STATE:          ZIP: 

 

HOME PHONE:     WORK PHONE: 

 

EMAIL ADDRESS: 

 

WHCA SERVICE DATES:  From                                        To 

 

Make check payable to 1600 Communications Association. Please allow 4- to 6-weeks for a reply. For a quicker 

response, mail your payment and form to Glenn Arnett, 128 Atlantis Lane, Lake Frederick, VA  22630-2099. 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
  

http://www.1600commassoc.org/
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ASSOCIATION ITEMS FOR SALE 
 
The new website has not been updated yet with the Association items but there are a few in stock for 
sale. It is our goal to have photos and ordering instructions on the website soon. 
 

WHAT’S AVAILABLE? 

 
PSB Sticker/Decals: 

• PSB Stickers/Decals are $5.00 each if paying with a check (using PayPal - $6.00) 

 

Small PSB Lapel Pins 

• PSB Lapel Pins are $10.00 each if paying with a check (using PayPal - $12.00) 
 
1600 Communications Association 50th Anniversary and Generic Challenge Coins 
 

• All Coins are $25.00 each plus $5.00 postage if paying with a check (using PayPal $35.00 each) 
 
There are also a few (limited sizes) of the 1600 Communications Association Polo Shirts.  
 
 
If you would like to purchase one or more of these items, send your request to 
treasurer@1600commasoc.org or Glenn Arnett, 128 Atlantis Lane, Lake Frederick, VA 22630-2099. 
Make checks payable to the 1600 Communications Association. 
 
As a friendly reminder, sticker/decals and Lapel Pins are for use only by authorized recipients of the 
Presidential Service Badge. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

http://www.1600commassoc.org/
mailto:treasurer@1600commasoc.org
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The Association’s Scholarship Program dates back to the earliest days of its founding by Colonel 
George J. McNally, the first commanding officer of the White House Army Signal Agency. The 
program is now administered under the new 1600 Communications Foundation – a non-profit 501c3. 
 

2023 SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCHOLARSHIP NEWS 
DEADLINE FOR 2023 GRADUATES MAY 31, 2023 

 

 

 

ATTENTION graduating high school 

seniors of the class of 2023 and those already 
enrolled in an accredited college or university. 
Now is the time to get started filling out the 
application for a 1600  Foundation 

Scholarship. The application deadline is 
May 31, 2023. which seems like a long way 

off now, but with busy school schedules and 
everyday activities time goes by quickly. Go to 
the 1600 Comm Foundation website, 
https://1600commfoundation.org/ under the 
Scholarship tab for information on the 
program and the downloadable application. 
The 2023 application has been posted and 
must be used for submissions for this year’s 
program.   
 

• Please carefully review the application 
procedures. They have changed from 
previous years.  
 

• IMPORTANT: The application must be 
submitted as a single PDF.  
 

• Separate essays or signature pages will not 
be accepted.  

http://www.1600commassoc.org/
https://1600commfoundation.org/
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ATTENTION ASSOCIATION MEMBERS! – Did you know your donations to the scholarship 

program are tax deductible?  Make your donations to the 1600 Communications Foundation TODAY! 
 

 
 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 

 
In the last 10 years the Association has awarded approximately 50 scholarships totaling more than 

$120,000. Awardees have pursued a wide range of studies including medical, engineering, 

environmental, business, and the arts. We enjoy hearing from our awardees and encourage them to 

send us updates. The following are two messages from recent awardees:   

Dear Mr. Ramsey,  

I would like to thank you, Mr. Aitken, and the Scholarship Committee of the 1600 Communications 

Foundation for this incredible honor.  I am deeply humbled to receive such a generous award. The 

scholarship money will help me seek out more educational opportunities at North Carolina State 

University, including internships and study abroad programs.   

I am particularly honored to have received the Ronald K. Thomsen Memorial Scholarship Award, as 

my grandfather worked with him at WHCA.  He told me of Mr. Thomsen’s admirable traits and 

character, and how he always strived for excellence.  As I head out the NC State, I am very 

interested in a career that combines environmental science with the government and public service. 

I look forward to updating you on my accomplishments. 

Thank you,  

Sean Ravenberg 

  

Dear 1600 Communications Association,  

Thank you so much for granting me the General Tuck Memorial Scholarship for the upcoming 

academic year! I am incredibly grateful for your service and will look forward to serving in the 

near future as a physician.   

Sincerely,  

Katie Schmidt    

http://www.1600commassoc.org/
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ASSOCIATION EVENTS 

 

Eisenhower 
Reunion 

Abilene, Kansas 
SEPTEMBER 7-8, 2022 

 

Thirteen former WHCA members met in Abilene for a Reunion. They 

traveled from nine states and served Presidential administrations 

from Kennedy to Clinton. During the two-day event, the group visited 

the Eisenhower Museum and Library, laid a wreath at the gravesite 

of President and Mrs. Eisenhower, held a public meeting on 

September 7 with presentations on memories and experiences while 

serving in the Agency, and was provided with a tour of the luxurious 

1905 Seelye Mansion, a nationally known historic residence. The 

reunion was concluded with a Wheels Up Dinner at Brookville Hotel 

and Legacy Restaurant, a Kansas legendary facility.  

 

Group picture taken at the conclusion of the tour. Left to right:  Tam Glotzbach, Don 

Murray,, Bob Ethen, Wayne Vorland, Dave Ludwig, Mike Ebbing, Mike Stratton, 

Roger Newton, Jim Ferguson, Harland Priddle, Emmett Capt and Ken Bench 

The reunion was kicked off with a 

welcoming coffee and pastries at the 

Alamo Saloon in Abilene Old Town. 

After a welcome to Abilene by Mayor 

Dee Marshall, Mike Ebbing, WHCA 

1970-1972, and Harland Priddle, 

WHCA 1970-1974, Co Chairmen for the 

reunion, distributed name tags and 

reviewed the agenda for the two-day 

event.  

Following the welcoming coffee, the 

group was given a guided tour of the 

Eisenhower Museum and Library. Mary 

Jean Eisenhower, the  granddaughter 

of President Eisenhower, was guest of 

Honor at a luncheon in the Seelye 

Mansion.  

During the luncheon period, the WHCA Alumni were presented a copy of a letter from Mary Jean 

expressing her appreciation for the group visiting the Eisenhower Museum and Library. The group 

also was provided a copy of a letter from Marlin Fitzwater, Press Secretary for President Reagan 

and President George. H. W. Bush and a proclamation from the City of Abilene declaring September 

7th and September 8th as White House Communications Days in Abilene. Marlin Fitzwater grew up 

near Abilene and graduated from Abilene High School. 

http://www.1600commassoc.org/
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The wreath laying ceremony was held in the Place of Meditation with Mary Jean Eisenhower 

participating in the wreath laying ceremony. The ceremony began with playing Hail to the Chief and 

was concluded with taps immediately following the wreath placement.  

WHCA Reunion - Abilene 

Tom Glotzbach, Harland Priddle and Mary Jean Eisenhower laid the 

wreath followed by playing of TAPS.  

 

Mike Ebbing, Mary Jean Eisenhower and Harland Priddle following 

the wreath laying.  

 

The public meeting for the community was held with Mike Ebbing, Chief Switchboard Operator at 

Camp David from 1970-1972 and Harland Priddle, Deputy Commander of WHCA from 1970-1974. 

Their narration and slide presentations covered memories and experiences during their time with 

WHCA.  Every seat in the venue was filled. 

On Thursday morning, the members held a private session under the shade trees near the 

Eisenhower Library sharing personal experiences through stories about their time in WHCA. 

Following a buffet lunch from a local restaurant, Hitching Post Restaurant, the group was given a 

guided tour of the Seelye Mansion.   

The Wheels Up Dinner was held at the Brookville Hotel and Legacy Restaurant.  The menu included 

their famous fried chicken and all the trimmings served family style.   

http://www.1600commassoc.org/
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Alumni 
Reunion 

Plains, Georgia 
OCTOBER 1-2, 2022 

 

In October 2022, 162 WHCA alumni assembled in Plains, Georgia for the reunion. Larry Little and 

Cathie Skoog initially planned for reunion to be a “cookout” with about 35 people. Because of 

Hurricane Ian, 16 members were unable to attend due to property damage. We were pleased to 

have so many spouses and guests attend. The guests raved about how interesting it was to learn 

about the experiences of members that served in WHCA in the National Capital Region and traveling 

globally in support of the President, Vice President, and First Lady. It was heartwarming to see 

people creating memories, renewing former friendships, and making new friends. 

The unofficial reunion started on Friday evening as folks arrived and began reconnecting in the 

WHCA office and the keg, where Rick Overstreet was the bartender and Ray Millaway made 

popcorn for everyone.      

Bartender Rick Overstreet (‘84 – ‘87) and Popcorn Popper Ray Millaway (‘76 – ‘84). The Keg was provided by Allan Gomez 

(‘73 – ‘81) 

http://www.1600commassoc.org/
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The reunion “officially” kicked off on Saturday morning with a 

“welcome” from Larry Little followed by an emotional video 

created by  Ray Millaway.  It has been posted to YouTube at: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wNKyBl_h1Dw 

The National Park Service now oversees a number of sites in 

Plains Georgia including where President Carter’s high school is 

located.  The school is now closed and serves as the visitor’s 

center for the Park Service Historical Site and as a museum 

chronicling President Carter’s boyhood and his presidency.  The 

Park Service generously allowed us to use the school auditorium 

as the gathering place for the reunion activities.  The Plains 

community was extremely welcoming for all the reunion 

attendees.  In fact, the local restaurants, hotels, and businesses 

warmly embraced our presence and made accommodations to 

work around our scheduled events.      

We were honored to have the mayors from Plains and 

Americus welcome WHCA to their cities. Kim Fuller, niece of 

President and Mrs. Carter, and the Executive Director of 

Friends of Jimmy Carter, spoke to the group and shared 

some stories of growing up with an uncle who was also the 

President of the United States (POTUS).  Phil Wise, who 

served President Carter as his appointments secretary, also 

provided welcoming remarks to the reunion attendees.  

Jerry Muhlenkamp (‘75 – ‘80) is a member of  American 

Legion Post 217 in Sidney, Ohio and is on the Post baseball 

committee.  The committee is preparing for the 100th 

anniversary of American Legion Baseball in 2025.  Through 

research it was discovered President Carter was the only 

president to play American Legion Baseball in his youth.  

Jerry acquired “home” and “away” baseball jerseys from the 

Post with the number “39” to match our 39th President. Jerry 

presented the two jerseys to Kim Fuller and Phil Wise for 

President Carter.      

Phil Wise, Kim Fuller, and Jerry Muhlenkamp 

Following the presentations, the alumnus had a birthday 

celebration to honor President Carter’s 98th birthday, 

complete with singing happy birthday.  We had a large 

birthday card, signed by every WHCA person who attended 

the reunion.  Larry Little presented the card to Kim. 

Unfortunately, President Carter was unable to attend. 

http://www.1600commassoc.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wNKyBl_h1Dw
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WHCA Reunion - Plains 

At our afternoon break on Saturday, 

everyone had birthday cake. A big “thank 

you” to Kay Hathaway, Belinda Hudson, 

Becky Cammel, and Sheila (Bellville) 

Brautigam (‘75 – ‘81) for taking care of the 

troops and making sure everyone had a 

piece of cake. 

We had our very own Reunion Musicians, 

Ken Gray (‘80 – ‘87) standing, and Jimmy 

McLendon (‘85 – ‘88).  

Sunday focused on presentations from all 

WHCA sections and people shared stories. 

We even had a trivia game, hosted by Marty 

Williams and the teams competing kept 

everyone in stitches laughing. 

http://www.1600commassoc.org/
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Plains Reunion – Alumni Photos 

Larry Little & Ray Millaway, buying 

Reunion t-shirts 
Harold Looney & Larry Little, Sunday 

Afternoon 

John Harris, Tom Polaski & Bob Mitchell 

Jackie Johnson, Glenn Arnett & Jerry 

Johnson 
Allan Gomez, Jackie Johnson & Tommy 

Jones 

Gary Bresnahan & Jimmy Williams 

The only complaints heard were, “Oh, I have to head home too soon”, “I wish we had more time to 

visit” and “Oh, I didn’t get to talk with xxx”.   We heard you and with planning the 2023 reunion, we 

are going to provide even MORE time to visit with one another. 

http://www.1600commassoc.org/
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The Quality Inn in Americus Georgia (originally the Best Western from the days of Presidential trips to 
Plains) served as the base of operation for the reunion.  The “WHCA Office” and Keg were set up in 
meeting rooms and the dining room of the hotel.   
 
Having all of the dinners at the Quality Inn which opened into The Keg was a real treat.  Folks could 
have dinner and socialize until they were ready to retire to their rooms or to the WHCA Office, which 
was across the hall. 

 

  

Cathie (Gottus) Skoog, Mike Skoog, John Hudson & Scott Davies Ed Blackford & Archie Melendez 

Plains Reunion – Closeout 

Outside of Bonita’s Restaurant, Plains, GA Debbie Childers (’78 – ’86) & Jean Gomez (wife of Allan) 

http://www.1600commassoc.org/
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The dates for the 2023 Plains Reunion are September 30 – October 2, 2023. Mark your calendar now! 
The location for the reunion will again be the Carter Center in Plains, GA. 
 
The Quality Inn will be “Hotel Central” where we will have the WHCA Office, Keg and dining room for 
dinners.  There will be no dog-fee at the hotel, so you can travel with your dogs; arrangements will be 
made for Doggie Daycare and Boarding in Plains.   
 

SYIP ‘23  
 

  

Plains Reunion 2023 

http://www.1600commassoc.org/
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  ANNUAL AWARD CEREMONY ● MARCH 24, 2023 
 

 

 

33rd WHCA 

Colonel Kaczor in her final WHCA annual awards ceremony as the Commander, and CSM 

Mitcham honored a group of men and women for their outstanding dedication and exemplary 

performance in preserving the Agency’s tradition of providing superb communication to the 

President, Vice President, and their staff.  Awardees were recognized in 12 categories including 

Presidential Service Badge, WHCA All Stars, Of the Year Winners, CSM Rickey Witcher 

Leadership Award, and WHCA Hall of Fame Inductees. 

Our President, Rob Blake, presented Of the Year Winners tributes on behalf of the Association. 

http://www.1600commassoc.org/
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WHCA CEREMONY – ALUMNI ATTENDANCE 

 

Left to right: Danny Young, Rob Blake, Glenn Arnett, 

Darrell Williams 

http://www.1600commassoc.org/
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  UPCOMING EVENTS 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

MAY 2-5, 2023 - NIXON/REAGAN REUNION – SANTA BARBARA, CA 
Point of Contact: Mike Ebbing at mike_ebbing@hotmail.com 

• May 2, 2023  

08:45 AM - Meet at Reagan Center, 217 State Street, Santa Barbara, CA 93101 
10:00 AM – Buses depart enroute Ranch del Cielo (limited capacity) 
 POC: Gary London at modeltbarn@gmail.com 
5:00 PM – Buses arrive back at Reagan Center, Santa Barbara, CA 
 

• May 3, 2023 
09:30 AM – Arrive at Reagan Library, 40 Presidential Drive, Simi Valley, CA 93065 
 Visit the Library – Guided tours and programs 
1:00 PM – Lunch 
5:00 PM – Reagan Library Closes 
 

• May 4, 2023 
1:00 PM – Meet in Lobby of Nixon Library, 18001 Yorba Linda Blvd, Yorba Linda, CA 92885 
 Tours and visit library exhibits. 
5:00 PM – Library Closes 
5:15 PM – Wheels Up Party at Lone Wolf Brewing Company, 18210 Yorba Linda Blvd, Yorba  
 Linda, CA 92885 

JUNE 8, 2023 - WHCA CHANGE OF COMMAND CEREMONY – WASHINGTON, DC 
More information coming soon. 

JUNE 22, 2023 - WHCA ALUMNI DAY – WASHINGTON, DC 
WHCA Headquarters, Building 399 

JUNE 23, 2023 - 1600 COMMUNICATIONS FOUNDATION GOLF OUTING –  
WOODBRIDGE, VA  
See the SAVE THE DATE (page 21) 
Point of Contact: Steve Crowder at stevedc63@gmail.com 

SEPTEMBER 29, 2023 – OCTOBER 2, 2023 - WHCA PLAINS REUNION – PLAINS, GA 
Point of Contact: Cathie Skoog at cathieskoog1@gmail.com or (571) 435-2618 or 
Larry White at larrys1883@gmail.com or (706) 373-9192 
 

http://www.1600commassoc.org/
mailto:mike_ebbing@hotmail.com
mailto:modeltbarn@gmail.com
mailto:stevedc63@gmail.com
mailto:cathieskoog1@gmail.com
mailto:larrys1883@gmail.com
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128 Atlantis Lane 
  Lake Frederick, VA  22630-2099 
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