A Children’s Short Story

By

M.G. MASTROMATTEQ Jr.



The Three Friends

Maddie — a gentle golden retriever with a wagging tail.

Whiskers — a curious orange tabby cat with bright green
eyes.

Thumper — a cheerful gray bunny who loves to hop.



The Beginning

One bright morning, after a summer rain, Maddie the
golden retriever was chasing butterflies in the meadow.

Suddenly, she stopped and barked happily.
“| ook! A rainbow!” she woofed.

Across the sky stretched a brilliant rainbow, shining with
every color.

Whiskers the cat stretched and purred.

“| heard there?s treasure at the end of a rainbow,” she
said, her tail flicking.

Thumper?’s ears twitched with excitement.
“Treasure¢ Maybe it’s carrots! Let’s go find out!”

So, the three friends decided to take a journey—to follow
the rainbow all the way to its end.



The Journey

The meadow turned into a forest path.
Maddie led the way, tail wagging like a golden flag.
“I'll keep us safe,” she said proudly.

Whiskers darted ahead, climbing trees and spotting the
rainbow whenever it peeked through the leaves.

“Go this way!” she called.

Thumper hopped behind, keeping the group cheerful with
jokes and giggles.

“Last one there is a floppy-eared turtle!” he laughed.

They crossed a bubbling brook, where Maddie helped
Whiskers and Thumper onto her back so their paws
wouldn’t get wet.

They climbed a tall hill, where Thumper found a secret
tunnel that made the journey shorter.

They rested under a shady oak, where Whiskers shared the
fish-shaped crackers she had hidden in her satchel.

Together, they made a perfect team.



The Rainbow’s End

At last, they reached the edge of the rainbow.

It touched down in a wide clearing filled with sparkling
light.

In the middle sat a golden chest.

Maddie sniffed it. “It smells... magicall”

Whiskers circled it. “What could be inside?2”
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Thumper bounced in place. “Open it, open it
With a creak, they lifted the lid.
Inside was not gold coins, not jewels, not carrots.

Instead, it was filled with glowing light that wrapped around
them like a hug.

A gentle voice whispered:
“The true treasure is friendship.

You found it together, and that is worth more than gold.”



The Way Home

The chest slowly faded into stardust, but the rainbow
shimmered brighter than ever.

Maddie barked happily.
Whiskers purred loudly.

Thumper kicked his feet in joy.
They had set out for treasure, and found something better:

The strength of their friendship, their courage, and the joy
of the journey.

As they headed home under the rainbow’s glow, Thumper
said with a giggle,

“Well... maybe next time the treasure will be carrots!”

The three friends laughed all the way back to the meadow.



THE RAINBOW JOURNEY
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