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Parents are invited to stop by the parish Méoeay through Thurddaggister their children.
Help Our Religious Education Students

Start the Year Ready to Learn!
Our Religious Education program is preparing for il
f

qChild'Birth Certificate ke ok wapt il icfoitn W Congruction i

ing this weekend,
o-School Tree i

Please bring the following documents when registering:

Other
Classroom
Supplies

Returnlng Famllles YOU MAY ALSO CHOOSE TO:
If your child attended our Religious Education program last year, you only need to review find Updl(& onsor a srupents recistration
your existing records. ) 535.00 per student Your generosity

helps provide our
MAKE A MONETARY DONATION children with the
to support our Religious materials they need
Education Program. to grow in faith,
5 knowledge, and
love of Christ.

per student

To help us prepare class rosters and majglealse complete your registration by Wednesda)
August 05, 2026.

o~

PLEASE RETURN ALL DONATED SUPPLIES
the s ‘e

If you have any questions, please contact the parish office. We look forward to another wq
of growing together in faith!

Mandatory Parent Meeting

HAPPY BIBTHDAY

Attention all parents and guardians of student g
Progr am:
Amandat or ywinmeletbhenghel d to discuss important evervone born lntne month i
Education year, program expectati ons
Wednesday, August 5, 2026
Ti mgz200 p. m.
LocatSitan:Ann's Parish Office
Your attendance is very important, as we wil/l I{Ia
for your child I'f you are unable to attend
possible
Thank you for your cooperat herne.!

TheBirthdayBest.com

Elugust Week 1

Monday:

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK — When Jlesus multiplied the loaves and fishes, he didn’t create
only what was needed — there were leftovers that could be saved and shared again. God is
lavish in bestowing His grace upon us. He always gives enough to share.

Tuesday:

QUESTION OF THE WEEK —

In the first reading this past weekend, Isaiah speaks of the Lord’s invitation to all to join in
His feast of rich food and drink without cost. To whom can you show generosity to this
weelk?

The Eucharist is the sacrament
of love: it signifies love,
it produces love

- ST. THOMAS AQUINAS o)

Wednesday:

Virtues, EXPLAINED!

Respect, wrote the theologian Fr. Romano Guardini, is the “everyday form of reverence.” It is an
admiration of the sacredness of a thing, and so respect for those made in God's image flows
naturally from our primary respect for God himself’s discernment.

Thursday:
oday is the Feast of the Transfiguration of lesus. Take time to meditate on Christ's spiritual
ransformation and shining divinity. You could pray:
"Lord, please transform my heart and mind to better love Your word and commandments."
<Insert any special parish information for this feast day here.>

Friday:
At Mass this weekend, we'll learn about how Peter musters the courage to step out onto the
water when lesus calls him. What are some fears the Lord could help you face?

See you at Mass!

Weekly Prayer

Sunday’s Readings

First Reading:
Thus says the LORD:
All you who are thirsty,
come to the water! (Is 55:1)

Psalm:
The hand of the Lord feeds us; he answers all our needs. (Ps 145)

Second Reading:
For | am convinced that neither death, nor life,
nor angels, nor principalities,
nor present things, nor future things,
nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
nor any other creature will be able to separate us
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Rom 8:38-39)

Gospel:

Taking the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up to heaven,
he said the blessing, broke the loaves,
and gave them to the disciples,
who in turn gave them to the crowds. (Mt 14:19)

Virtues, Explained!

Respect, wrote the theologian Fr.
Romano Guardini, is the “everyday
form of reverence.” It is an admiration
of the sacredness of a thing, and

so respect for those made in God’s
image flows naturally from our
primary respect for God Himself.

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997,
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Live The Liturgy

Inspiration of the Week

When Jesus multiplied the loaves and fishes, he
didn’t create only what was needed — there were
leftovers that could be saved and shared again.
God is lavish in bestowing His grace upon us. He
always gives enough to share.

Blessing of
God'’s Provision

Dear God,

Thank You for the ways You have
always provided in the past, and be
with us in these days as well. Bless
our community — every family, every
home, every person entrusted to our
parish’s care. Provide for our needs
— bodily, emotional, financial, mental,
and spiritual — in Your holy and
sacred name.

Amen.

Observances for the week of
August 2, 2026

Sunday: 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Tuesday: St. John Vianney, Priest

Wednesday: The Dedication of the Basilica of St. Mary Major
Thursday: The Transfiguration of the Lord

Friday: St. Sixtus Il, Pope, and Companions,
Martyrs; St. Cajetan, Priest

Saturday: St. Dominic, Priest
Next Sunday: 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time

©LPi SUNDAY, AUGUST 2, 2026 18TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME



Liturgical Life

Why do we do that?
Catholic Life Explained

(PRACTICING)

CATHOLIC

The Miracles We Don’t See

“Why aren’t there miracles anymore?”

Question:

If God is eternal and infinite, how can
He have a mother? Why don’t we call
Mary just the mother of Jesus?

Answer:

The title of “Mary, Mother of God” can
be confusing. We aren’t implying that
Mary existed from eternity or that she
is divine herself. We aren’t promoting

I've heard people say this more than once. Usually, it is
someone who is a believer in Christ but not a Catholic, because

Catholics understand that miracles happen at every Mass, to
say nothing of the other miracles the Church recognizes. But
even some Catholics often find themselves wondering why it’s
been so long since God gave us a good show. A good sun-
dance in the sky. A good, flashy reason to believe.

| don’t know what it looked like when the loaves and the fishes
were multiplied. | believe it happened, and | have envisioned it
often, but | just can’t picture it. Did everyone blink and there
was a giant pile of food? Did they just keep finding more? Was
it all the same kind of bread, or did Jesus mix it up?

| think the Gospel is deliberately vague on this to test the
patience of pathologically nosy people like myself. It’s not
important what it looked like. If those details mattered, they
would be spelled out in Scripture.

How often we find ourselves unsatisfied with the answers God
has for us.

| wonder if that’s what Christ was thinking when he savored
those last few minutes of solitude on the boat, where he

had gone to be alone after hearing the crushing news of his
cousin’s execution. Was he imagining the crowds gathering on
shore? Was he contemplating their enormous expectations for
God — for him! — and anticipating their disappointment when
every wish could not be granted?

Maybe. But that’s not what the Scripture says.

“His heart was moved with pity,” we are told. | think of him
looking at them all, so weary and uncertain and hungry. Pity —
this is what he felt. Not resentment, exhaustion or frustration.
Pity. And his precious heart was moved.

What a miracle. No details, no explanation. No dancing sun.
But what a miracle.

— Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

some kind of Marian superpowers.
The Church has fought for this title
throughout the centuries for one
simple reason: Christ’s identity is at
stake.

As the Church grew in the early
centuries, theologians wrestled with
what it meant for Jesus to be both
God and man. Many distortions of
his identity began to emerge. One
of these was propagated by a man
named Nestorius. Nestorius and his
followers denied that Jesus’ human
nature and his divine nature were
inseparable. Following that logic,
Mary could have only conceived
Jesus’ human nature. But people
don’t give birth to a “nature.” They
give birth to a whole person. For
Jesus, his whole person is both
human and divine. In 431 A.D. the
Council of Ephesus denounced
Nestorius. The bishops affirmed
that Jesus is both fully human and
fully divine and proclaimed Mary
Theotokos. Translating the Greek to
English, that means “God-bearer.”
Note that this isn’t “God-generator”
or “God-creator.” Mary bore Jesus,
God and man, in her womb and
gave him birth. She is mother to the
whole person, the whole Jesus, and
therefore Mother of God.
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