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“I will give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven. Whatever you

bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatever you loose
on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” - Mt 16:19

Excerpis from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCO.
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He said to them, “But
who do you say that |
am?” Simon Peter said

in reply, “You are the
Christ, the Son of the
living God." Jesus said to
him in reply, “Blessed are
you, Simon son of Jonah.
For flesh and blood has
not revealed this to you,
but my heavenly Father.”
- Mt 16:15-17
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Questions of the Week

Invite Parishioners to Reflect and Respond to Scripture

First Reading:

For disobeying the Lord, Shebna, the master of King
Hezekiah's palace, is stripped of his authority and honor,
and it is given to Eliakim. Are there people in your life or
family that you honor and revere?

Second Reading:

Reflecting on the unimaginable depth of God's wisdom and
knowledge, Paul asks. "Who has known the mind of the
Lord or who has been his counselor?” What question do
vou have for the Lord?

Gospel:

Jesus establishes Peter as the rock upon whom he will
build his church. In what ways do you help build your
church community?

Weekly Prayer

Sunday’s Readings

First Reading:

| will place the key of the House of David on Eliakim’s shoulder;

when he opens, no one shall shut,
when he shuts, no one shall open. (Is 22:22)

Psalm:
Lord, your love is eternal; do not forsake the work of your
hands. (Ps 138)

Second Reading:
For from him and through him and for him are all things.
To him be glory forever. Amen. (Rom 11:36)

Gospel:

“1 will give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven.

Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven;
and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in
heaven.” (Mt 16:19)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997,
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Live The Liturgy

Inspiration of the Week

“Who do you say that | am?” Jesus asks his
apostles. Peter is the first to answer. He knows
who Jesus is. Do we? In everything we do and
everything we are, let us say together with Peter:
“You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.”

Observances for the week of
August 23, 2026

Sunday: 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time

Monday: St. Bartholomew, Apostle

Tuesday: St. Louis; St. Joseph Calasanz, Priest

Thursday: St. Monica

Friday: St. Augustine, Bishop and Doctor
of the Church

Saturday: The Passion of St. John the Baptist

Next Sunday: 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

©LPi SUNDAY, AUGUST 23, 2026

Virtues, Explained!

Though valor itself is not a cardinal
or theological virtue, as a Latin-based
word that means “strength,” we
associate it with the gift of fortitude.
It conjures an image of fortitude on
the battlefield — of fidelity to the
good fight, regardless of the coming
attack.

Prayer for the Pope

Dear God,

Be with Our Holy Father in his
ministry. Bless, anoint, and protect
him in his comings and goings.
Inspire his words, direct his
interactions, guide his prayer.
Amen.

21ST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME






