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Message from James Gonya, President, TSPE 

 Thank you all for a great year. Even with all the hard times 

TSPE held CPD hours throughout the year virtually. As 

well as grow as an organization. TSPE also won the OSPE 

Engineers Week Observance Award-Overall. Thanks to 

our great E-Week Committee. In closing I would just like 

to say. It has been an honor to serve as the TSPE 2020-

2021 President, thank you. 

2021 TSPE Golf Outing 

The 2021 TSPE Golf Outing will be held on September 10, 2021, at the 
Legacy Golf Club. Proceeds from the outing are used to provide 
scholarships to local engineering students. The outing will be a scramble 
format with a 9:30 am shotgun start. Please see our website 
(tspeohio.com) or contact Trent Hathaway (thathaway@hullinc.com) for 
additional informa8on. Hope to see you there!  

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chapter Officers 2020-21  

President – James Gonya, EI  

President-Elect – Laurie Adams, PE 

State Rep - Travis Rhoades, PE  

Secretary - Alexandra Anhwere, PE  

Treasurer - Trent Hathaway, PE  

1st Past President – Vincent DiPofi, PE  

2nd Past President - Richard Martinko, PE 

 

Trustees 2019-21 

Bernadette Caris  

Ariya Fathi, PE  

Ahmed Hamid, PE  

Dean Michael Toole, Ph.D., PE 

 

Trustees 2020-22 

Joe Cherry, PE  

Douglas Nims, Ph.D., PE 

Mike Pniewski, PE  

Richard Springman, PE  

 

Student Chapter President 

Jennifer Abney 

 

TSPE Board Meetings 4:30 pm 

September 1st, 2020 

October 6th, 2020 

November 3rd, 2020 

December 1st, 2020 

January 5th, 2021 

February 2nd, 2021 

March 2nd, 2021 

April 6th, 2021 

May 4th, 2021 

July 13th, 2021 

2021 2nd Quarter 
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Dr. Liang Cheng Appointed Chair of 

Electrical Engineering and Computer Science 

Dr. Mike Toole, PE, Dean of the UToledo College of Engineering, is pleased to 
announce the appointment of a new Chair of Electrical Engineering and Computer 
Science.  Dr. Liang Cheng arrives at UToledo from Lehigh University and has more 
than 18 years of experience in creating and fostering new research and education 
programs. His research focuses on Cyber-Physical Systems and the Internet of Things 
and is geared toward enabling intelligent infrastructure through inter-disciplinary 
projects. As the principal investigator, he led a DOE project (Keystone Smart Grid 
Fellowship Program) that enhanced the sustainability of the Energy Systems 
Engineering Institute at Lehigh University and the Power and Energy Initiative at the 
University of Pittsburgh. He was a founding member of the INE cluster (a research 
cluster in Integrated Networks for Electrical, Information and Financial Flows) at 
Lehigh University. Leading a multidisciplinary team of researchers from 20 
universities and institutes in 6 countries, he co-edited a book on Underground 
Sensing published by Elsevier Academic Press in 2018. Cheng obtained his Ph.D. 
degree in Electrical and Computer Engineering from Rutgers, The State University of 

New Jersey in 2002. He has been a Computer Science and Engineering faculty at Lehigh University and advised 2 
postdocs, 7 doctoral candidates to their graduation, and supervised 25 Master’s degree theses since 2002. Cheng takes 
his passion for diversity, equity, and inclusion in collaborating with colleagues to spearhead policy changes during his 
service on the Faculty Senate and as a Faculty Tri-Chair of the Council for Equity and Community at Lehigh University. 

 

Project Spotlight – SR 795 Smart Corridor Initiative. 

The Wood County Port Authority in conjunction with the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) District 2, 
has hired HDR consultants is to study an area of Wood County, Ohio bounded on the West by I-75; on the 
North by Wales Road; on the East by I-280; and on the South by US 20 (“SR 795 Corridor”), it is anticipated 
that there will be a vast increase in roadway traffic creating many logistic and safety issues which makes it 
necessary that a Safety and Congestion Analysis be completed for this area 

The primary purpose of the study is to identify, quantify, and examine current and future potential safety and 
congestion-related issues along the SR 795 Corridor. HDR will conduct an inventory of potential environmental 
red flags that may need to be considered if proposed improvements are performed in their vicinity. HDR will 
identify a variety of SMART countermeasures that could mitigate these safety and congestion issues. HDR will 
prepare a draft list that prioritizes these countermeasures based on a comparison of the potential benefit or 
improvement to safety and congestion to the cost of the countermeasure. A team of University of Toledo 
graduating seniors participated. They prepared a parallel study as a CAPSTONE project. Here is a link to the 
UT CAPSTONE report. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V-7jBv23rhg. Please take a look at the video. 

 

The workshop brief is included in the newsletter. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V-7jBv23rhg
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