Bharat and its Scientific Glory

About the Competition

The Youth Unity Foundation, in collaboration with the SIKSA Centre for Indian
Knowledge Systems at lIT Kanpur and Brhat as Knowledge Partners, proudly presents
the Bharat and its Scientific Glory Competition. This initiative is an endeavor to revive
and celebrate India’s rich and diverse scientific legacy, inspiring today’s youth to engage

deeply with the profound wisdom embedded in our ancient texts and traditions.

This competition aims to recognize Bharata's unparalleled contributions to science,
technology, and multidisciplinary knowledge systems. It also fosters innovative solutions
rooted in Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) while promoting research and discourse to

bridge the ancient and modern realms of knowledge.

India’s scientific traditions are rooted in pragmatism, holistic integration, and the pursuit of
truth. Ancient scholars emphasized meticulous observation of nature to uncover universal
principles, rather than relying on abstract theoretical models. The Ganitasarasangraha

articulates the broad applications of mathematical sciences, noting:
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“In all domains—earthly, Vedic, and even meditative pursuits—the science of numbers is

utilized, be it in the fields of statecraft, music, drama, medicine, architecture, or culinary arts.”

This ancient holistic view of knowledge transcends modern disciplinary boundaries and
offers solutions to contemporary challenges by recognizing the unity of vidya (knowledge)
and kala (skills).

Unlike Western traditions shaped by Empiricism, Positivism, and Reductionism, Bharatiya
science integrates experiential reality as Sat (Truth), Cit (Consciousness), and Ananda

(Bliss), celebrating the unity underlying all disciplines. This multidisciplinary approach



bridges para vidya (spiritual knowledge) and apara vidya (material sciences), emphasizing

their shared source and purpose.

Competition Structure and Flow

Preliminary Round

e Participants will submit presentations exploring India's contributions to science and
technology.

e Submissions will be evaluated by experts from the SIKSA Centre for Indian
Knowledge Systems at lIT Kanpur, renowned for its pioneering research and
commitment to reviving India's scientific and cultural heritage.

e The top 30 submissions will qualify for the final round.

Final Round

e Shortlisted participants will present their research to an eminent jury panel
comprising experts from the SIKSA Centre for Indian Knowledge Systems at IIT
Kanpur, Brhat, and other distinguished academicians.

e Presentations will be evaluated based on originality, depth of research, and

mastery of the subject matter.

Themes for Competition

Pramana Vijiana (Vedic Philosophical and Cognitive Sciences)
Khagola Vijiiana (Astronomy)

Ganita (Mathematics)

Rasa Sastra (Chemistry) and Dhatu Vijiana (Metallurgy)
Vastukala (Architecture) and Silpasastra (Sculpture)

Krsi Vijiana (Agriculture)

Yantra Vidya (Mechanical Sciences)

Ayurveda (Medicine)
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Paryavaran Sastra (Environment and Ecology)
10. Yuddha Vidya (Military Sciences)



Submission Template

Participants are required to organize their ideas using the following structure:

1. Sources and Texts: Introduce foundational manuscripts and primary sources that
preserve India’s scientific and technological heritage. Examples include texts like the
Aryabhatiya, Caraka Samhita, and the Susruta Sambhita.

2. Cogent Statement of Knowledge and Ideas: Present the knowledge derived from
IKS clearly and simplify complex concepts for accessibility to diverse audiences.

3. Schools and Thinkers: Highlight schools of thought and scholars. Provide critical
insights into their contributions and relevance to modern contexts.

4. Applications and the Way Forward: Propose practical methods to integrate IKS
with contemporary practices, highlighting new research methodologies, teaching

approaches, and innovative projects.

Example:

The concept of tridosas in Ayurveda:

e Sources and Texts: Classical Ayurvedic texts such as the Caraka Samhita and
Susruta Samhita describe Vata, Pitta, and Kapha as energies governing the body.

e Cogent Statement: Explain how balance among these dosas promotes health and
well-being.

e Schools and Thinkers: Contributions of Caraka and Susruta in shaping Ayurveda’s
understanding of health.

e Applications: Integrate Ayurvedic principles with modern healthcare to develop

holistic wellness solutions.

Important Dates

e Submission Deadline: 3™ April 2025
e Final Stage Presentation of Top 30: 12" April 2025

Prizes and Recognition

To honor participants' efforts and contributions, the competition offers:



e 1st Prize: ¥1,00,000

e 2nd Prize: 351,000

e 3rd Prize: ¥31,000

e 4th-10th Prizes: 310,000 each
e 5th-20th Prizes: 35000 each

Additionally, all participants will receive Certificates of Participation to recognize their

valuable contributions.

Partners

e Organizer: Youth Unity Foundation
e Knowledge Partners: SIKSA Centre for Indian Knowledge Systems, IIT Kanpur and
Brhat

How to Apply

1. Register here.
2. Submit your presentation based on the provided guidelines.

3. Follow updates for competition dates and announcements.

Contact Us

For further information and queries, please reach out:

e Email: contact@youthunityfoundation.org
o Website: www.youthunityfoundation.org
e Phone: 8882292714




Why Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) Matter

The Indian approach to science was not only theoretical but deeply practical, grounded in
natural observation. While modern science often relies on model formulation and
experimental validation, ancient Bharatiya methods focused on direct experiential truths. For
instance, Ayurveda's concepts of tridosas (vata, pitta, kapha), derived from classical texts
like the Caraka Samhita and Susruta Samhita, remain relevant in personalized healthcare

and preventive medicine.

Similarly, ancient technological advancements in areas such as metallurgy, inoculation,
paper-making, and architecture were centuries ahead of their time. As documented in
Dharampal’s seminal work, Indian Science and Technology in the 18th Century, these

practices continued to flourish well into modernity.

However, colonial narratives sidelined India's scientific legacy, attributing key achievements
to other civilizations. As noted by the eminent scientist Prafulla Chandra Ray, “Many futile
attempts were made to explain away positive historical facts” to undermine India’s

intellectual contributions.

It is time to reclaim this heritage and inspire new generations to build a Viksit Bharat
(Developed India) by 2047, guided by the principles of truth, joy, and beauty that underpin

our knowledge systems.



