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MUSIC & LYRICS BY BOOK BY
STEPHEN SONDHEIM BURT SHEVELOVE & LARRY GELBART

November 16 & 17, 2018

B-CC High School Auditorium
4301 EastWest Highway, Bethesda, MD



DIRREICOT GR NOTE———

OA Funny Thing Happened on the Way to The Forumdis a
big, broad, comedic farce, inspired by the works of ancient
Roman playwright, Plautus (2516183 BC), and produced on
Broadway in 1962 (AD).

I first directed OFORUMO at a Hi
back in the early 19906s, my dir
16h note with an exclamation point. This time, | feel the

need to say more.

Our culture was very different back then, and even more so,

way back when. Though, human behavior is still pretty

much the same: wonder ful, horrib
simultaneously.

This was way before our recent cultural shift into a wider

understanding of gender inequalities, and the dawn of the

O0Me Tood6 mdhes mevelopments, to me, are

vitally important to help improve the state of our humanity,

and in furthering the growth of our collective compassion

and the understanding of our own
and similarities.

OFORUMG6 presents the opposite of
extreme, as all farces do, to make us laugh at our own

human folly, and see a little bit of ourselves in the absurdity

of the extreme behaviors and characters depicted on

stage. We are all capable of the worst possible behavior, but
alsoofthebest. 0 FORUMS6 i s undeniably a
romp, set in the less than humanitarian world of ancient

Rome, and, yes, itods rife with s
about freedom and | oveé those ar

However, | wanted to be sure that there was still a good way
to present this show in a high school, while remaining
sensitive to our developing cultural awareness. So, after
many deep thoughts, conversations, and re-readings of the
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