
Hillsborough River Association AGM with 
guest speaker Rosemary Curley
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 HILLSBOROUGH TIDINGS
“Celebrating Twenty-five Years”    March 2022

                                              Hillsborough River Association, 
                          c/o Island Nature Trust, P.O. Box 265, Charlottetown  PE C1A 7K4

Annual General Meeting:

The Hillsborough River Association’s 2020-21
Annual General Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday,
May 4th at Stratford Town Hall Southport Room 
starting at 7:00 PM. Dutch and Jill Thompson will be
our guest speakers with their presentation “Laughter Is
the Best Medicine” featuring stories and pictures from
yesteryear. 

During the business portion, Nic Bergeron’s 
photo essay on the work we’ve done in the past year
will be aired. For those attending the meeting in
person, pre-registration is required to conform with
room capacity and COVID rules. We will have Zoom
access to the meeting. Please pre-register via
pisquidwatershed@gmail.com and include your name,
phone number, and community. 

Hillsborough River Association Activities:

The 2019-20 Annual General Meeting was
held on Apr. 13, 2021 at the Carriage House with both
an in-person meeting and Zoom broadcast. During the
AGM, John Andrew, Paul Trainor, and Morgan
Laverty were reelected to the Board. Rosemary Curley
provided an excellent presentation on Terrestrial
Mammals of PEI and Nic Bergeron showed the HRA-
PREP Photo Essay on our work during the year. 

COVID-19 continued to play havoc with our
hosting of face-to-face Board meetings and public

events. We were able to continue our operations via 
emails with Executive Committee and Board members
as well as five teleconference Board meetings and our
approved work plan. The Executive Committee was
established by an enabling motion during the April
2021 Board meeting. Dan McAskill was appointed as
President, Rosemary Curley as Vice President, Paul
Trainor as Treasurer, and Morgan Laverty as Secretary.
The Executive Committee worked with Nic Bergeron
who served as our Watershed Coordinator. Clarence
Ryan, Nic Bergeron, Glen Kelly and Dan McAskill
served as the leaders on watershed management on the
Hillsborough and other portions of the Hillsborough
Area Watershed Coop zone. John Andrew, Darren
Riggs, and Michelle Cottreau led the Wright’s Creek
initiatives. The Association’s Event Planning
Committee did not meet in person because of COVID-
19 but its members used emails to consider potential
events. With the exception of Rosemary Curley’s
presentation,
most of the
planned public
events were
cancelled but
there were field
workshops
with our staff
and Zoom
webinar
presentations. 

The Association’s Canadian Heritage River
advocacy and stream improvement work included the
following activities:
! The HRA developed their COVID-19 field

work protocol based on the provincial protocol
for watershed groups and provided daily
COVID screening, safety training and
mentoring of eight students and three
supervisors in the implementation of watershed
improvement initiatives (see article below) and
provided payroll management for two Wright’s
Creek Watershed Environmental Committee
(WCWEC) staff (See WCWEC article below);
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2021 HRA-PREP Field Crew- From left, M. Naddy, N.
Trainor, S. Haakman, J. Campbell, E. Belliveau, G. Gallant,
G. Redmond, M. Basten, & A. Basten. Not pictured: K.

Wilson, M. MacDonald, N. Hicken, N. Bergeron, 
& C. Ryan - Nic Bergeron photo 

! The Association signed a one-year $14,083
Atlantic Salmon Conservation Foundation
(ASCF) contract and partnered with the
Pisquid River Enhancement Project to
implement Atlantic salmon enhancement work
on Clark’s Creek, Pisquid River, Head of
Hillsborough mainstream, Vernon River, Seal
River, and Ross Creek (see article below);

! Thanks to its many partners, the Hillsborough
Tidings was completed and distributed;

! The “Wildlife Enhancement on the
Hillsborough” presentation was offered as part
of the Rotary Charlottetown Rotary’s Breakfast
Meeting;

! The HRA was profiled in the ASCF 2021
Annual report and social media posts were
shared with CHRS;

! During the year, we either hosted or co-hosted
three education events;

! Submitted the Hillsborough Canadian Heritage
River System Annual Report as well as social
media posts; and

! To ensure transparency, hired Rachael A.
Mella CPA to conduct the Nov. 1, 2020 to Oct.
31, 2021 audit.

Hillsborough River Event Planning Committee:

Phil Arbing chaired the HRA’s Event Planning
Committee which included Glen Kelly, John Andrew,
Jim Hornby, and Dan McAskill as core members. Plans
were put in place twice for co-hosting the popular
Andrew’s Pond Fishing Derby with WCWEC but the
Public Health Office prevented the hosting of them. On
Apr. 13, 2021, Rosemary Curley was our guest speaker
for the HRA’s 2019-20 AGM and she provided an
excellent presentation on terrestrial mammals of PEI. 

If COVID-19 settles down during 2022, the
Committee will hopefully again offer educational and
recreational events.

Hillsborough Watershed - HAWC Improvement
Programs:

It’s been a very busy year for watershed
improvement on various tributaries of the Hillsborough
as well as other parts of the Hillsborough Area
Watershed Cooperative WMF Zone including the
Vernon, Seal, Orwell, and Newtown Rivers. On the
HRA and PREP side, much of this success was enabled
by landowners supporting watershed enhancement,
watershed staff, and volunteers. HRA and PREP were
supported by grants from the Atlantic Salmon

Conservation Foundation, the PEI Watershed
Management Fund, the PEI Wildlife Conservation
Fund, the ECCC/DFO’s Habitat Stewardship Program
for Canada Nature Fund for Aquatic Species at Risk
(CANSARA) with the PEI Watershed Alliance, and
employment and training initiatives (Canada Summer
Jobs, SkillsPEI’s Jobs for Youth and Post-Secondary
Student programs, and Employment Development
Agency Special Projects). In 2021, Savage Harbour
watershed was added to HAWC’s management zone
and SAWIG separated from HAWC and received its
own WMF funding from the Provincial Government.

A)  Hillsborough River Association and Pisquid
River Enhancement Project (PREP): by Nic
Bergeron, Clarence Ryan, Glen Kelly, and Dan
McAskill 

Nic Bergeron, our Watershed Coordinator,
developed many of the funding grants and employment
programs applications under the guidance of Clarence
and Dan. As coordinator funding was split between
PREP and HRA, Nic was rehired as HRA’s Watershed
Coordinator in early May and continued to December
31st before transferring over to PREP funding. In
conjunction with Nic as Watershed Coordinator,
Spencer Haakman (FFW On-the-Job Training student)
and Michael Basten served as our Field Supervisors,
and, in June, Clarence Ryan as a Project Facilitator and
Chainsaw Operator. Later Clarence returned as PREP’s
volunteer Project Manager/Director. Nic, Spencer,
Michael B., and Clarence were assisted by the
Association’s stream enhancement crew members

Gracee Gallant, Emily Belliveau, Gabe Redmond,
Nathan Trainor, John Campbell, Michael Naddy,
Marshall MacDonald, Kimberly Wilson and PREP’s
Andrew Basten and Nate Hicken. In addition, Noah
Allen and Kelsey Richard worked under the Wright’s
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Boulders placed in Jay’s Pond bypass to improve smelt
passage in September 2021
Nic Bergeron HRA photo

Power Brothers Inc. 2021 AgriWatershed Partnership BMP
surface water control project at Dunphy Road in Peakes

Nic Bergeron HRA photo

Creek Watershed Environmental Committee
Charlottetown Pond Study project (see WCWEC
writeup).

Some of the achievements during the year
included:
! Mentoring students in Atlantic salmon and

other watershed enhancement techniques,
forested riparian zone management, wetland
ecology, interfaces between agriculture, forest,
and streams, safety, and tree pruning;

! Surveying 9 streams (Pisquid River, Vernon
River, Clark’s Creek, Head of Hillsborough
mainstream and Fanning Brook, Johnston’s
River, Miller’s Creek, Orwell River, Newtown
River) and maintaining Atlantic salmon and
trout passage in existing beaver free zones by
removing 5 large beaver impoundments, 6
medium-sized beaver dams and 11 check dams
as well as deadfalls/blowdowns either partially
or fully obstructing fish passage and breached
4 beaver dams;

! Conducting stream enhancement activities
including but not limited to brush mat
construction, building parallel rock flow
deflectors, raking cobble to remove embedded
silt from the gravel to facilitate redd creation;
installing in-stream structures (i.e. floating
cover logs (tethered to bank), plank cover
structures, cover rocks and boulders, pincher
flow-deflector logs) on Pisquid River, Clark’s
Creek, and Vernon River; placing boulders in
Jay’s (Clark’s) Pond bypass to improve smelt
passage; and repairing the fish ladder at 
MacLean’s Pond (see ASCF for numbers);

! Holding field consultations on Atlantic salmon
enhancement requirements (e.g. parallel rock

weirs, log deflectors and granite rock
placement) and point source siltation
challenges with Mary Finch, Rosie
MacFarlane, and Allie McLennan;

! Conducting the 2021 WMF inspection tour
with FFW’s Garry Gregory;

! Participating in the PEI Watershed Alliance
autumn annual general meeting, 13 selected
webinar and field training opportunities, a
watershed brainstorming zoom call, an Atlantic
salmon meeting and Zoom call, 2 Living
Shoreline developments, and Nature Smart
Climate Solutions briefings;

! Conducting a forest ecology and watershed
biodiversity workshop for staff at Auburn
Demonstration Woodlot on Aug. 27th;

! Meeting with farmers to discuss potential
erosion control projects on vulnerable buffer
sites, nitrification, and other environmental
concerns (including William Visser, Stephen
Visser, Jason Hayden, Frank and Scott Power,
Frank Drake, John Hayden, Peter Curran, Thys
Polstra, and David Myers);

! Facilitating an AgriWatershed Partnership
Beneficial Management Practices (BMP)
application on the Power Brother’s farm on the 
Dunphy Road in Peakes and applied for
another at John Hayden’s High Bridge Road
field in Dromore;

! Researching and assisting with a Canadian
Agriculture Partnership (CAP) application and
soil stabilization for culvert replacement on
William Visser’s property in Lower Newtown;

! Excavating and stabilizing 1,068 m3 silt from
Jay’s Pond sediment traps in Fort Augustus to
create 4 holding pools (funded in part by the
ASCF and the PEIWCF) and installing 20
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HOBO logger ready for
monitoring stream temperatures

on Pisquid River
Nic Bergeron HRA photo

Nic Bergeron preparing to electrofish at 
Fanning Brook Run in 2021 

HRA Photo Collection

boulders in the bypass to create better smelt
passage;

! Testing a 3" Tsurumi trash pump for feasibility
to remove sediment out of small salmonid
holding pools at the head of Leard’s Pond in
Pisquid;

! Recording water
temperatures
and conducting
two nitrate water
quality tests at
Clark’s Creek,
Pisquid River,
Head of
Hillsborough
mainstream,
Vernon River,
Ross Creek, and
Seal River (8
sites) and uploading data to Atlantic
DataStream;

! Attending the PEI Recreational Fishery
Advisory Committee meeting;

! Conducting Atlantic salmon redd surveys on
Pisquid River, Clark’s Creek, Head of
Hillsborough, Vernon River, Seal River, Ross
Creek, and Newtown River (57 salmon redds
were found);

! Conducting spot electrofishing at: Clark’s
Creek (Main Branch above the forks /
upstream in Callaghan’s Branch); Pisquid
River (between the forks and the High Bridge
Rd. / between the forks and the Jack Campbell
Rd. bridge), Vernon River (between the forks
and Glencoe Rd. bridge / upstream from the

forks toward MacMillan’s Pond / from Route 3
[Georgetown Rd.] towards the forks); Ross’
Creek (above and below the Georgetown Rd.);
Seal River (directly above the Georgetown
Rd.); and Head of Hillsborough (at Leonard
McAssey’s above the sediment trap towards
Route 323 / in the Fanning Brook Run just
above forks / just below Warren’s Dam / just
above the Cherry Hill Road arch);

! Installing 1 new Tree Swallow nest box and
replacing 7 along Pigot’s Trail in Mount
Stewart Wildlife Management Area in Allisary,
installing 11 new Tree Swallow nest boxes at
David and Brenda MacLean’s Ducks Unlimited
Canada’s meadow wetland in Orwell Cove,
installing 2 new American Kestrel nest boxes
in Marshfield, and installing a Barred Owl nest
box at Lower Newtown and Uigg;

! Designing and printing the Captain’s Meadow
Wetland sign for installation in 2022;

! Developing and installing an educational
osprey sign on the Avery property in Fort
Augustus;

! Strategic planting of 806 native trees and
shrubs by HRA and 443 by PREP to enhance
species diversity and create seed sources;

! Corrective pruning of 276 trees planted in
earlier years at Richard Grant’s in Lower
Newtown and at the Pisquid River Fairville
Road watershed;

! Clearing vegetative competition around planted
trees;

! Facilitating and participating in a PEI
Watershed Alliance electrofishing refresher
workshop in Pisquid River hosted by Mary
Finch, Rebecca Ramos, and Matt Sheidow; 
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Clarence Ryan correctively pruning a tree planted 
years ago in the Pisquid River watershed.

Nic Bergeron HRA photo

Wash out on Barr Road
Autumn 2021

Nic Bergeron HRA photo

Repaired Barr Road
washout thanks to prompt

Transportation &
Infrastructure repairs

Nic Bergeron HRA photo

Allie McLennan receiving the 2021 Stewardship Award
for his significant contributions to PREP and HRA

! Maintaining the garbage cans at MacLean’s
Pond and Dromore Woodland Trails and
installing a new one at Douglas Pond in Cherry

Hill which later disappeared;
! Partnering with the PEI Watershed Alliance on

an extension of funding for ECCC/DFO’s
Canada Nature Fund for Aquatic Species at
Risk Habitat Stewardship Fund for 2021-22
and a new application for 2022-23;

! Researching and applying for new funding
opportunities;

! Installing 3 new Atlantic Salmon Federation
signs and 5 PEI Invasive Species Council
Clean Drain Dry signs at boat ramps within the 
HAWC watershed area;

! Participating in discussions on Holland
College’s Centre of Excellence in Watershed
Management;

! Meeting with farmers in an attempt to identify
old stone wells needing a bat cover and
collecting recordings of bat vocalizations at 4
sites within HAWC’s management area;

! Researching various issues (smelt populations
and surveys, beaver management plan
development, sampling and testing nitrate
levels in a Seal River agricultural drainage tile 
outflow and assisting with the development of
an AgriWatershed Partnership BMP bioreactor
mitigation proposal in conjunction with Gwen
Vessey and Scott Anderson, assisting with the 
development of a NSERC microplastic testing
proposal, and Atlantic salmon management);

! Clearing encroaching brush and blow downs 
on Kelly’s Trail along the Pisquid River

between High Bridge Road and Stephen
Cousins’ (Leard’s Pond), Lady’s Slipper Trail
(off High Bride Road), Grey Jay trail (off Jack
Campbell Road in Dromore), the Jay’s Pond
platform and access trails for monitoring
salmon redds;

! Developing new
goals and objectives
for HAWC’s 2022-
23 WMF application
and a summary of
work implemented in
its 2021-22 WMF
Reports for HAWC;

! Meeting with TI
maintenance staff to
install a catchment
basin and bury a
patch of Japanese
knotweed on the
Dunphy Road and to
address a
trafficability issue on
the Dromore Road
near the Floating
Bridge crossing as
well as the repair of a
wash out on the Barr
Road in Cherry Hill;

! Trapping 23 beaver
to support our beaver
dam management
program to enable
fish migration to
spawning areas;

! Surveying smelt in
2021 on Hillsborough and Vernon River
watersheds and commencing discussions of
expansion of smelt surveys in spring 2022;
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2021 red water survey at
Newtown River to identify

erosion control sites
Nic Bergeron HRA photo

Gracee Gallant (on left, HRA)
and Simon Wilmot (PEIISC)

starting to remove and destroy
a Giant Hogweed flower head

at Vernon River during
summer of 2021 to control this
invasive and noxious species

Nic Bergeron HRA photo

2021 Reconstructed Barbour’s
Pond bypass

WCWEC Collection 

! Awarding the PREP-HRA 2021 Stewardship
Award presented to Allie McLennan by
Clarence Ryan in May 2021 for his significant
leadership on improving fish access on various
HAWC watersheds;

! Initiating discussions
on designation of
natural areas and
other conservation
measures with
landowners on the
Vernon River
headwaters and
Island Nature Trust
staff;

! Conducting red water
surveys to identify
erosion issues at
various sites on the
Pisquid, Head of
Hillsborough,
Orwell, Newtown,
and Vernon Rivers
and Clark’s Creek
and subsequently
submitting the results for the PEI Water & Air
Quality Section’s watershed water quality
report cards; 

! Assisting with
removal of
flower heads to
start control of
Giant Hogweed
in Vernon River
and the
development of
safe work
practices for such
removal; and

! Releasing
information on
stream
enhancement
activities to the
public via
newsletters (e.g.,
Hillsborough
Tidings), press
releases (e.g. The
Buzz), and social
media (51 posts
to Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram)
throughout 2021-2022.

PREP hosted its 2021 Watershed Farmers
Meeting on May 21st with Island Nature Trust’s Megan
Harris speaking on natural areas acquisition programs.

Angela continued to serve as President of
HAWC and contributed to other initiatives. Nic,
Clarence and Dan coordinated the development of a 
2022 Atlantic Salmon Conservation Fund application.

Nic applied for student funding through the
2022 Canada Summer Jobs (CSJ) and the 2022 PEI
Jobs for Youth (JFY). 

Nic served as our HAWC representative and as
Eastern Region director for the PEI Watershed Alliance
and volunteered to take on the Secretary position in
November 2021. 

B) Wright’s Creek Watershed Environmental
Committee (WCWEC):

This has been a year of exciting achievements
for the Wright’s Creek Watershed Environmental
Committee and for all those in the Charlottetown
community who cherish the peace and beauty of nature
in the city. Its achievements included:
C the

construction
and opening
of a fish
pathway
(bypass) at
Barbour’s
Pond thus
restoring fish
passage from
Andrew’s
Pond through
Barbour’s
Pond and
achieving this
long-term goal
of the
Wright’s
Creek
Watershed team;

C the planting of 750+ Acadian Forest trees and
shrubs around the watershed to prevent erosion
and to expand and diversify the existing area of
old growth forest along Wright’s Creek with
students from Stonepark Intermediate School,
youth from Wild Outside and many local
residents assisting with planting and tree care;

C installing many more signs featuring wildlife
diversity and watershed history; 
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Wright’s Creek Watershed Environmental Committee
signage enhancement - WCWEC Collection

Silt excavation in Andrew’s Pond North May 2021
Dan McAskill photo

Zella Pearce canoeing between Andrew’s Pond North and
South under the St. Peter’s Road in 2021

Dr. Melissa Andrew photo

C adding directional signage to assist walkers to
navigate their journey through the trail
network;

C Holding a volunteer cleanup day and removing
the numerous bags of garbage collected from
the buffer; 

C Excavating silt from Andrew’s Pond north in
April 2021 and re-flooding the pond in late
May;

C Hiring summer students Noah Allen and
Kelsey Richard under the Canada Summer
Jobs and Jobs For Youth programs to work
with Bryan Grimmelt at Holland College’s
Environmental Science program monitoring
water quality of Charlottetown’s urban
watersheds; and

C Continuing to participate in the City of
Charlottetown’s Urban Watershed Working

Group.

In March, WCWEC co-sponsored Into the
Woods with the PEI Watershed Alliance, the
Immigrant and Refugee Association of PEI and the
Clyde River Pageant. This event saw more than 50
newcomers of all ages enjoying nature in the city,
walking the trails, and learning about the history of the
area. They were guided through it all by some amazing
puppets courtesy of the Clyde River Pageant's
puppeteer Becka Griffin.

WCWEC extends its thanks to the City of
Charlottetown, the PEI Watershed Management Fund,
Tree Canada, Greening Spaces PEI, Jobs for Youth,
and Canada Summer Jobs for their financial support of
the Wright's Creek Watershed projects. 

Andrew’s Mills Donation:

The Andrew family has been the custodian of
the Andrew’s Mills property in East Royalty for six
generations. Dr. John Andrew has been Co-chair of the
Wright’s Creek Watershed Environmental Committee
since its inception and has worked to develop the
property’s history and conserve both the forested
riparian zone and the pond. 

In 2019, John and his wife Christine donated
the Andrew’s Mills property to their son Dr. John Allan
Andrew, a radiologist in Victoria, B.C., and their
daughter Dr. Melissa Andrew, a geriatrician in Halifax
and a professor at Dalhousie University. Wishing to
ensure the property’s history and environmental
significance are both recognized and protected, in
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Christine and John Andrew and Alexander Sandy
MacDonald at the Andrew’s Mill’s property

WCWEC Collection

Bittersweet nightshade before
and after SAWIG’s invasive

species removal project
SAWIG Collection 

December 2021, Dr. John Allan and Dr. Melissa
Andrew donated the family home, a barn, and a garage
on 5.2 acres of land and a 4-acre old-growth Acadian
Forest which features walking trails to Holland
College. The property will become a Center of
Excellence for Watershed Management and will be
named after their parents Dr. John and Christine
Andrew.  

Stratford Area Watershed Improvement Group
(SAWIG):

SAWIG celebrated its 13th year in 2021. It was
another very busy year for SAWIG with activities and
programs. Despite the challenges SAWIG faced due to
the COVID-19 pandemic, they were able to complete
significant projects while following public health
recommendations. 

SAWIG had a few Watershed Coordinators
through 2021 with Emily VanIderstine leaving in April
2021 and Madisyn Harper joining them until July
2021. SAWIG’s newest coordinator, Kaylee Busniuk,
began in August 2021. SAWIG’s summer students
included Madison Fisher, Haylah Wagner, John Miller,
Zachary Preston, and Maxwell MacNeil.

SAWIG’s accomplishments in 2021 included:

C Conducting weekly water quality monitoring
(dissolved oxygen, pH, temperature,
conductivity, total nitrogen, total phosphorus,
TDS, TSS) at ten sites: Moore’s Pond, Kelly’s
Pond, Kinlock Creek, Jack’s Creek, east and
west tributaries of Fullerton’s Marsh, two
branches of Pownal Creek, and two locations
on Burhoe Creek;

C Working with the Rotary Club of

Charlottetown Royalty to expand the Stratford
Community Garden from 71 to 87 plots;

C Removing over
30 bags of
invasive
species
including wild
cucumber,
Japanese
knotweed, and
bittersweet
nightshade
from the
Fullerton’s
sub-watershed.
SAWIG also
assisted the
PEI  Invasive Species Council in removing
garlic mustard from a Stratford resident’s
backyard;

C Conducting benthic macroinvertebrate surveys
in five locations (Jack’s Creek, Fullerton’s
Eastern Branch, Ing’s Pond Outlet, Ing’s Pond
South Inlet, and Pownal Creek);

C Planting almost 1,300 trees in riparian areas,
coastal zones, and old fields including along
Jack’s Creek, in Robert Cotton Park, and in
Tea Hill Park.

C Completing a pilot living shoreline on the
Hillsborough River to reduce erosion and
capture carbon.

Before (on left) and after photos of the Stratford
 Living Shoreline project adjacent to the former 

Stratford Lagoon. SAWIG Collection

C Performing litter clean-ups at eight locations
and collected approximately twenty bags of
litter as well as large items, such as: tires, rope,
and many other large plastic objects from
coastal and riparian areas;

C Hosting the annual Tree Day membership drive
on June 5 and 16;
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SAWIG students heading to water
sampling station at Kelly’s Pond

SAWIG Collection

2021 excavation of silt to create Atlantic salmon holding 
ponds at Jay’s Pond in Fort Augustus. Note silt curtain in

foreground to minimize damage - Dan McAskill photo 

From left, Clarence Ryan, Gert
Lawlor, & Nic Bergeron during Aug.
11th, 2021 field tour at Jay’s Pond -

boulders in foreground to be placed
to improve smelt passage in bypass

Dan McAskill photo

C Providing
educational
activities to
the
summer
campers at
the
Stratford
Town Hall
for Science
and Water
Weeks;
and

C Continuing the Stratford Water Audit Program
in partnership with the Town of Stratford and
Environment and Climate Change Canada with
a goal of reducing residential water use. 

For more information, visit Facebook:
Stratford Area Watershed, Instagram: Stratford
Watershed, website: www.sawig.wordpress.com or
contact Kaylee (Watershed Coordinator) at 902-367-
3605 or at stratfordwater@gmail.com. 

Atlantic Salmon Conservation Foundation 2021
Grant:

Thanks to an Atlantic Salmon Conservation
Foundation (ASCF) one-year grant of $14,083 for our
Atlantic Salmon Habitat Restoration and Enhancement
project, HRA and PREP were able to: install 6 natural 
flow deflectors (pincher logs) to create new salmon

holding pools - one pair on Callaghan’s Brook, 4 pairs
on Clark’s Creek, and one pair on Pisquid River; create
43 new brush mats covering 303 metres; install 73

other in-stream structures (floating cover logs, rock
piles, and cover boulders); enhance salmon and trout
access by removing 5 large beaver dams, 6 medium
sized dams, and 11 check dams and breaching 4 large
dams as well as fallen tree blockages; humanely trap 9
beavers; rake 300 m2 of gravel cobble for salmon
spawning site development; create salmon pools
through the removal of 1,068 m3 of silt from Jay’s Pond
silt traps (Clark’s Creek); strategically plant 806 native
trees and shrubs; hold constructive meetings with
farmers to discuss
and address problem
field erosion sites
and control plans,
one-on-one
meetings with
landowners wishing
to enhance their
property for fish and
other wildlife, and
meetings with
resource specialists
and PEI Watershed
Alliance
representatives; host
an educational field trip with Mount Stewart
Consolidated School’s Grade 3 class featuring
electrofishing, salmon habitat enhancement, and
riparian zone enhancement; improve public knowledge
of ASCF program support through signage, social
media posts and press releases; and complete Atlantic
salmon redd surveys on the four primary watersheds
and electrofishing surveys. As well, a field trip and
ASCF Field Review were provided to the ASCF’s Gert
Lawlor. The Atlantic Salmon Management Plan for
Vernon River is nearing completion and will be
submitted this spring.

This work was supported by the PEI Watershed
Management Fund, the PEI Wildlife Conservation
Fund, Canada Summer Jobs, SkillsPEI’s Jobs for
Youth and Post Secondary Student programs, the
Employment Development Agency’s Special Projects,
and the ongoing support of volunteers with HRA and
PREP.

The ASCF is
an independent,
federally incorporated,
non-profit organization
that supports
conservation activities
related to wild Atlantic
salmon and its habitat.
Its grants are funded
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Angela Douglas-Banks at 
PEIMHF Heritage Award

presentation - Gov’t of PEI photo

Senator Diane Griffin in Ottawa
Senate News March 2022 photo

from the interest generated from a one-time
Government of Canada grant of $30 million.

2022 Natural Heritage Activity Award: 

Our 
congratulations go to
Angela Douglas-
Banks on being
conferred the 2022
PEI Museum and
Heritage Foundation
Natural Heritage
Award for her work
over the past 15 years
which has spanned
community,
provincial, and
interprovincial levels
with multiple
organizations. Her
leadership in the development of the PEI Watershed
Alliance, first as a volunteer and later as Project
Manager, has been instrumental in developing and
coordinating watershed management projects across
PEI, affecting over 90% of the Island including the
Island’s two Canadian Heritage Rivers. Her
tremendous work as HRA and PREP’s watershed
coordinator from 2007 to 2017 led to a great deal of
watershed enhancement and environmental education
on the Hillsborough, Vernon, and Newtown Rivers as
well as the  implementation of natural heritage and
recreation work on the Hillsborough Canadian Heritage
River and some adjacent rivers. 

Captain John Stewart Recommended by HSMBC:

In June 2021, the Historic Sites and
Monuments Board of Canada (NSMBC) considered the
HRA’s nomination of John Stewart for possible
designation as a national historic person under the
National Program of Historical Commemoration and
recommended to the Minister that he be designated.

Senator Diane Griffin Retires:

In October 2016, Diane Griffin was nominated
by Prime Minister Justin Trudeau as an independent
Senator representing the Island. On reaching the 
mandatory retirement age of 75, she retired from the
Senate on March 17, 2022. During the intervening 5.3
years, she was a champion for the Island and the
Maritimes bringing issues to the forefront having

proposed Bill S-236, the Recognition of Charlottetown
as the birthplace of Confederation Act (which passed),
assisted with the Senate Committee on Agriculture and
Forestry’s “Made in Canada: Growing Canada’s
Value-Added Food Sector”, championed literacy by
helping bring Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library
Program to P.E.I.,
and much more.

One of the
issues for the
children and
grandchildren of
farmers, fishers, and
other small business
owners was the
higher taxation rate
they faced when they
attempted to transfer
their property to their children or grandchildren. Diane
sponsored Bill C-208 in the senate, a private member’s
bill to amend the Income Tax Act, which was
sponsored in the House of Commons by
Brandon-Souris MP Larry Maguire and which was
supported by the Finance Committee chaired by the
Hon. Wayne Easter, Chair of the Finance Committee.

Thank you Diane! 

Roland Michener Conservation Award:

Congratulations are extended to Fred Cheverie
of St. Catherines (near Souris), PEI who was awarded
the Roland Michener Conservation Award by the
Canadian Wildlife Federation for his leadership and
dedication to watershed restoration, conservation, and
environmental education in northeastern PEI. The
award was presented in Souris on July 8th, 2021 by the
Lieutenant Governor Antoinette Perry and Kelli
Miller-Kickham, a member of the CWF board. Fred is
only the third Islander to receive this prestigious
national award, following in the footsteps of Lorne Yeo
and Bruce Smith.

National Day for Truth and Reconciliation: 

On June 5 2021, Bill C-5 received royal assent
thus designating September 30th as a federal statutory
holiday to commemorate the legacy of residential
schools in Canada.  The designation of this day was
one of 94 “calls to action” recommended in the Truth
and Reconciliation Commission’s Executive Summary
of findings in June 2015 and the 6-volume report
released in December 2015. Call to Action #80 states
“We call upon the federal government, in collaboration
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Emerald Ash Borer trap high
in a Charlottetown Green 

Ash canopy 
Morgan Laverty photo

St. Peter’s Road Roundabouts looking East - August, 2021
Dan McAskill photo

with Aboriginal peoples, to establish, as a statutory
holiday, a National Day for Truth and Reconciliation to
honour Survivors, their families, and communities, and
ensure that public commemoration of the history and
legacy of residential schools remains a vital component
of the reconciliation process.”

The day was proclaimed after the May 27,
2021 announcement by Tk'emlúps te Secwépemc First
Nation of the preliminary findings using ground-
penetrating radar of approximately 200 potential
children’s burial sites at a former residential school in
Kamloops, BC. Since then, more unmarked graves
have been revealed using this technique.  

The Government of Canada enacted the
National Day for Truth and Reconciliation to provide
an opportunity for Canadians to annually recognize and
commemorate the legacy of residential schools. 

Community News on the Hillsborough:

With the exception of closing for one month
for COVID restrictions, thankfully The BUZZ
continued to serve our arts and culture community. 

Confederation Centre of the Arts Mainstage
opened on June 3rd with appropriate restrictions on
capacity. It featured “Between Breaths”, “Dear Rita”,
and “Old Stock: A Refugee Love Story”. The
Confederation Centre of the Arts Young Company
production of “The Rising” was cancelled due to
interpersonal conflicts.  There was a good lineup of
shows planned for the fall and winter but, on Dec. 17th,
shows were cancelled due to new restrictions regarding
COVID-19. 

Analysis of the aerial imagery collected
during the summer of 2020 as part of the Government
of PEI’s Corporate Land Use Inventory continues.
When the analysis is completed, updated forest
covertypes, land use, aerial photographs, and high
resolution topographic information will be available.
This is an extremely
valuable resource for
watershed groups as well
as landowners,
government agencies, and
other non-government
agencies.

The City of
Charlottetown continued
to monitor and manage
elm trees on both public
and private property for
Dutch elm disease
(DED). This past year,

the City removed seven elms and will continue to
monitor for the disease into this growing season to help
limit the spread of DED. Since 2015, a total of 559 elm
trees have been removed in Charlottetown due to DED.
As well, the City teamed up with the Canadian Food
Inspection Agency (CFIA) and deployed 10 Emerald
Ash Borer (EAB) traps in City-owned ash trees to
monitor for the potential arrival of this invasive and
very harmful insect. Fortunately no EAB were
discovered to date. The City plans on continuing this
monitoring strategy in 2022 and beyond.

At Victoria Park in Charlottetown, a Cycling
in Charlottetown outdoor pop-up exhibit was
installed in June to teach visitors about Charlottetown’s
cycling history. As well, in partnership with the Prince
Edward Island Regimental Museum, the City produced
several pop-up exhibits namely, the Battle of Vimy
Ridge which explored this iconic April 1917 battle;
Remembrance Day (honouring those that served and
died for our country); Happy Holidays; and
Winterlude: An Ode to Winters of Yesteryear. In
addition, the City, community organizations and
residents coordinated the Wintertide Holiday Festival.
The festival events started on Nov. 22nd and ranged
from goodwill giving and support events to public
skates, family swims, the “Santa Comes to Town”
Charlottetown Christmas Parade in communities, a
wreath exhibition, live music shows, live theatre, craft
fairs and much more.

The St. Peter’s Road entrance to
Charlottetown had three roundabouts added in 2021.
In addition, the bridge across Wright’s Creek was
rebuilt to include a pedestrian tunnel under the road.

Besides the SAWIG information above, during
this 25th anniversary year of the Town of Stratford, its
achievements included: decommissioning of the lagoon
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Construction of part of the bicycle - walking lane
on the Hillsborough Bridge in April 2021 

Dan McAskill photo 

and development of plans for the Stratford Waterfront
Park with Phase 1 to be a boardwalk and lookouts;
completing the land purchase and developing the
Community Campus concept for the new high school;
as part of the Stratford Honors Roll, installing two
Interpretive Panels created by the Town of Stratford
Heritage Committee to tell the story of the 10
individuals who paid the ultimate sacrifice during
WWI and WWII; planting 100 mature trees (39 red
maple, 31 red oak, 15 white birch, 5 sugar maple, and a
few balsam fir, white spruce, white cedar, trembling
aspen, linden, and white pine) in front yards
throughout Stratford to eventually provide shade and
other benefits (funded by the PEI Climate Challenge
Fund); awarding the 2020 Brown & Hood Heritage
Award to Moe Rodgerson for the preservation of Mill
Brook Farm at 40 Keppock Road (a designated
Canadian Heritage Place); and adding a new sign to the
heritage wall at Stratford Town Hall to explain the
history of the Heritage Wall which was made of bricks
from the “Brick House” heritage home”.

On the Active Transportation forefront
within the Hillsborough Watershed, the province
completed the Charlottetown to Stratford bike lane via
the Hillsborough Bridge and assisted with an

accessible multi-use path from Murchison Lane to St.
Peter’s Road in Charlottetown in 2021.

PEI Scottish Settlers Historical Society
(PEISSHS) cancelled its meetings and its Robbie
Burns luncheon because of COVID-19. During the
spring, the shrubs at the Pioneer Cemetery at
Scotchfort were released from their winter wrappings
and, in the autumn, re-wrapped. Thanks to Myrna
Babineau and Aggi-Rose Reddin, the 2nd Edition of
Glenaladale Settlers 1772 featuring 199 of the 214

emigrants is at the printer and will be ready for the
250th Anniversary of Glenaladale celebrating their
arrival.  
 The Benevolent Irish Society (BIS) held its 
regular Friday Ceilidhs from May 14 to Oct. 15. It held
its Irish Culture Fall Lecture Series with Leonard
Cusack’s “Owen Connolly: The Man and His
Business” (Oct. 29), Rory Cornish’s “How a Holiday
Trip to Ireland led to a Singular Obsession with the
Career of Thomas Francis Meager” (Nov. 5), Edward
MacDonald’s “A Suitable Moment: The Benevolent
Irish Society and the Commemoration of Edward
Whelan” (Nov. 12), Tony Dolan’s “History of Irish
Family Names” (Nov. 19), and John Flood’s “Wade
Hemsworth and his ‘Story of the I’m Alone’” (Dec. 3).
Their Annual Christmas Tea and Fair and the Tip Er
Back Christmas Concert was held in Dec. and the St.
Patrick’s Day Dinner with Harpist Lana Quinn
featuring Diane Griffin’s presentation “From Weeds to
Weed” was held on Mar. 12. This year, the BIS play
was held on Mar. 17 to 19 and 22 to 24 and featured
“I’m the One for You” by Irish Playwright Jimmy
Keary. The St. Patrick’s Ceilidh featured Fullerton’s
Marsh on Mar. 11 and SoPA Students performed on
Mar. 26.  The Society continued to offer its Irish
circulating library, The Dr. Brendan O’Grady
Memorial Library.

The Fort Augustus Irish Descendants
Association is working with the St. Patrick Ancestral
Cemetery Committee to raise money for the
restoration of the cemetery. Unfortunately, due to
COVID-19, there was no Irish Settlers Day held in
2021. However, the two groups partnered on an Irish
Stew and Ceilidh at the Fort Augustus Recreational
Centre on April 3rd, raising over $3,000 for the
restoration of the cemetery. While there will be no
delegation from Ireland this year due to COVID, the
Association will be holding a mass at 9 am on May 29th

at St. Patrick’s Church. For those who would like to
contribute to the St. Patrick’s Ancestral Cemetery
restoration project, donations can be made via e-
Transfer to stpatricksfa@gmail.com or a cheque can be
sent to St. Patrick’s Church, P.O. Box 24073, Stratford, 
PE, C1B 0V5 with the memo field identifying the
cemetery restoration project. 

The Friends of St. Andrew’s program was
again dramatically affected by COVID-19. It cancelled 
its public programs and the hiring of student
interpreters. However, it did release its online Bishop
MacEachern video, worked on several new exterior
interpretive panels for the Chapel site, conducted a
major cleaning on its interior, released its Fall 2021
Newsletter, and, under the province’s health
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One of six new signs recognizing Mi’kmaq place 
names for certain Hillsborough River / Elsitkuk 

sites and Mi’kmaq history in this part of their territory
Dan McAskill 2021 photo

regulations, conducted a small group tour of the site.
The grounds remained open.

The art of five successful PEI Mi’kmaq and
other Indigenous artists in PEI were recognized under
the new Indigenous Art Bank which purchased a
piece of art each from Nora Richard, Melissa Peter-
Paul, Francis Jadis, Riley Bernard, and Levi Canon.
Six artists, Julie Pellissier-Lush, Riley Bernard,
Melissa Peter-Paul, Rosalie Bourque, Val Jadis, and
Shanna Sark, were selected by a three-member jury of
Indigenous arts community peers for between $700 and
$2,300 in funding under the  Indigenous Arts Grants.

Under the Abegweit Connects project,
Abegweit First Nation received active transportation
and social infrastructure funding to establish safe
access between Abegweit First Nation and the
Confederation Trail and the Hillsborough River. The
funding will encourage new economic development
initiatives and support the preparation of plans,
specifications and costs estimates of the Epekwitk
Mena’taqug Centre.   

As another step in the reconciliation process,
3.26 acres of public land were transferred from the
Government of PEI to Abegweit First Nation for
additional housing and community developments under
the leadership of Chief Roddy Gould. 

Thanks to the Town of Stratford’s Heritage
Sub-Committee in partnership with L’nuey and the
support of the Town’s Arts and Culture
Sub-Committee and Diversity and Inclusion
Sub-Committee, six Mi’kmaq signs were installed to
recognize the Mi’kmaq history of summer camping
locations. These signs are located at Fullerton’s Creek
Conservation Park, Hillsborough River, Kelly’s Point,
Rosebank Point, Trout Point, and Stewart Cove. 

L'nuey’s announced the return of its
Culture Campaign starting on Feb. 28, 2022. The
campaign features youth receiving guidance and
wisdom from Mi’kmaq elders who are the knowledge
keepers and culture holders of the Epekwitk Mi’kmaq.

The campaign uses videos, ads, stories, and teachings
by Elders from Abegweit First Nation and Lennox
Island First Nation on significant aspects of Mi’kmaq
traditions, history, and teachings. See
https://lnuey.ca/culture/ 

On May 27th, 2021, Epekwitk Assembly of
Councils announced its inaugural four Reconciliation
Recognition Awards. These awards "recognize,
respect and include the Epekwitk (P.E.I.) Mi'kmaq
people, stories, history, or land in such a way that it
creates a positive and inclusive Island community with
lasting impacts for future generations." Congratulations
go to: Mount Stewart Consolidated School for
integrating Indigenous culture, dance and songs into all
school events; Parks Canada for implementing
Mi'kmaw programming; P.E.I. Brewing Company for
not only committing to rebrand its Sir John A. Honey
Wheat Ale, but for also reaching out to L'nuey to ask
for recommendations and create a partnership on the
rebranding; and École Saint-Augustin for working with
Lennox Island First Nation on cultural and learning
opportunities, including creating their own talking
sticks and building miniature teepees.

Following the discovery of 215 unmarked
graves on the site of a former residential school in
Kamloops, BC, Abegweit First Nation Councillors
Jake Jadis, Sheri Bernard, and Chris Jadis erected
215 wooden crosses in their memory. During a
ceremony in Scotchfort in memory of these 215 First
Nations children, the Councillors hung pairs of shoes
on each cross. 

The Government of PEI, Abegweit First
Nation, and Lennox Island First Nation recognized the
3rd  Mi’kmaq Treaty Day in Epekwitk on Oct 1st,
2021. Treaty Day celebrates the Peace and Friendship
Treaties of October 1st, 1752 and facilitates Islanders’
education on the commitments our peoples made to
each other. 

Abegweit First Nation celebrated its 50th

Anniversary. In 1972, Morell, Rocky Point, and
Scotchfort Mi’kmaq established their own band
administered separately from the Lennox Island First
Nation.

Released in 2015, the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission Calls to Action #58 calls
upon the Pope to issue an apology to Survivors, their
families, and communities for the Roman Catholic
Church's role in the spiritual, cultural, emotional,
physical, and sexual abuse of First Nations, Inuit, and
Métis children in Catholic-run residential schools. We
call for that apology to be similar to the 2010 apology
issued to Irish victims of abuse and to occur within one
year of the issuing of this Report and to be delivered by
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John and Christine Andrew accepting the 2021 Hon. J.
Angus MacLean Natural Areas Award

Diane Griffin photo

Beluga Whale at Mount Stewart on May 13, 2022
Dan McAskill photo

the Pope in Canada. On April 1st, 2022, after listening
to the testimonies of delegation leaders from First
Nations, Inuit, and Métis from across Canada gathered
at the Vatican since March 28th, the Pope expressed his
feelings of indignation and shame and apologized “For
the role that a number of Catholics, particularly those
with educational responsibilities” and “for the
deplorable conduct of these members of the Catholic
Church, I ask for God’s forgiveness and I want to say
to you with all my heart: I am very sorry. And I join
my brothers, the Canadian Bishops, in asking for your
pardon”. The Pope committed to visit “your native
lands, where your families live”. Mi’kmaq Elder
Marlene Thomas of Lennox Island First Nations was
one of the 13 members of the Assembly of First
Nations delegation.

The PEI Museum and Heritage Foundation
presented its “The Future is Fossils” Pop-up Museum
on May 23rd - 24th at Beaconsfield. It featured plants,
animals and footprints fossils from our primeval past
and “fossils” from more recent times. 

Congratulations to John and Christine
Andrew on being awarded the Island Nature Trust’s
2021 Hon. J. Angus MacLean Natural Areas Award for
their stewardship of Island forest and designation of
almost 2.4 ha (6 acres) of woodland and riparian forest
in East Royalty.

While COVID played havoc with the use of
the Rural Municipality of Mount Stewart’s
Community Centre during much of the winter, some of
its special projects this year included a community
survey, a Summer Camp program, a four-day Mount
Stewart Heritage River Festival with lots of events, a
Tiny Library installed at the Hillsborough River Eco-
Centre, Christmas and Valentine’s Day card making, a

snowman building competition, a new community
website, and the heritageriverfestival Facebook site.

Lady’s Slipper Senior Citizen’s 200 Year
Club’s twice-a-week exercise classes and weekly darts
were again held. As well, in March a well-attended
Senior’s Dinner funded by a grant requested by the
Club and catered by In-the Mix-Bakery was held at the
Community Centre. During the presentations, Barbara
McKenna, Theo Oomen and Norma MacDonald were
conferred life memberships. Michael Pendergast
provided the entertainment for this special event. 

In response to COVID restrictions, the John
Hamilton Douglas Legion in Mount Stewart held its
Remembrance Day Ceremony outside at the Cenotaph.

A Beluga Whale was viewed by thousands of
people at Mount Stewart Bridge between May 12th and
early June. The observers included students from
Mount Stewart Consolidated School.

Publications of interest in respect to the
Hillsborough include: Atlantic Canada Conservation
Data Centre’s Online Illustrated Flora of PEI Segment
5; Mo Duffy Cobb and Lori Mayne’s The Chemistry of
Innovation: Regis Duffy and the Story of DCL; Gary
MacDougall’s Wally: Driven to Win; A. J. B. Johnston
and Jesse Francis’ Ancient Land, New Land: Skmaqn -
Port-la-Joye - Fort Amherst National Historic Site of
Canada; Katharine Dewar’s We’ll Meet Again: Prince
Edward Island Women of the Second World War;
Dutch Thompson’s “More Bygone Days”; and Alan
MacEachern and Edward MacDonald’s The Summer
Trade: A History of Tourism on Prince Edward Island. 

Kudos to Georges Arsenault who released the
eighth annual Prince Edward Island Acadian Quiz
contest of the Sister Antoinette DesRoches Historical
Committee. The ten questions about Island Acadian
history are a great learning tool and, for those who
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Glenalladale Settlers 1772
has been updated and will 
be available again in 2022

responded, there were both adult and school-age
participant awards. 

The PEI Genealogical Society continued the
production of its PEI Genealogical Society Newsletter
and the distribution of its various publications. The
Society held its AGM on
April 24th with guest speaker
Jim Hornby who focused his
talk on the theme
“Uncovering African
Ancestry in P.E.I.”. The
Society held a public
meeting in November
featuring Angela McDonnell
who spoke on the history of
the 214 Glenaladale settlers
who arrived on the brig
Alexander in June 1772 and
the plans for the 250th

anniversary of its arrival.
The February meeting was
cancelled because on
COVID. 

In February, the Black Cultural Society of
Prince Edward Island offered a series of events
during Black History Month including a launch, panel
discussions, community luncheons, film screenings,
and a gala. In addition, it issued a call for proposals on
4 murals for the Society’s office, offered three
Courtside bursaries, and held other events.

Congratulations to Reg Porter on being
conferred the Gilbert Buote Award by The Sister
Antoinette Desroches Historical Committee in
November for his research of early French maps
published on his blog “Reg Porter’s Prince Edward
Island Heritage Blog”.

Under its Saving our isLand Match A Patch
campaign, the Island Nature Trust reached the fund-
raising target of $150,000 before the March 1st, 2022
deadline. Since it met the target, a total of $600,000
was leveraging through its partners in conservation
which included the Province of PEI and the 
MapleCross Fund. These funds enabled the Trust to
acquire natural areas in Bangor, Miscouche, Corraville,
and Alexandra. Thanks to this and other contributions,
the Trust secured 856 ha (2,175 acres) this year, the
highest amount raised in any single year since its
inception over 40 years ago. This included the addition
of 36.1 ha (89.1 ac) adjacent to the Jenkins Complex
Natural Area in Mt. Albion/Donagh. More are pending.

Captain Greg Gallant and Katherine Dewar
co-curated an exhibit of five uniforms at the
Confederation Court Mall. The exhibit celebrated the

service of PEI women veterans of the Second World
War.

The PEI ATV Federation developed and
implemented  its Environmental Code of Practice for
ATVs and established an ATV Environmental Trail
Reconnaissance program.

Trailside Music Hall hosted a wide repertoire
of Island and other musicians and as well as comedians
at their Trailside venue in the new Art Hotel at 155
Kent Street (the former Myron’s) during 2021-22.

The Heritage Social Dance Group held
weekly classes in the autumn at Carriage House.

Tim Archer and Ricky Lee again offered live
music for their “Music at the Manse” venue.

The Confederation Centre Art Gallery
offered the following exhibitions: the Holland College
School of Visual Arts Spring Showcase to May 2; Give
Me Shelter extended to Jun. 6; The Drive to May 2;
Charles Clarkes: A Haunted Land to June 20; A Life’s
Work: Canadian Artist Robert Harris (1849-1919)
(Part 1 opened Jun. 5, Part 2 opened Jun. 26) to Jan. 16;
Art in the Open at 10 Years An Incomplete Archive to
Sept. 19; BGL: Two Thumbs Up Arts and Crafts to
Dec. 5; Bronson Jacque Mural to Dec. 31; Fairy Tales
to Apr. 10; Danika Vandersteen: How to Convey Blue
in Black and White to Apr. 10; The Secret Codes:
Quilts From and Inspired by Nova Scotia’s Black
Communities to May 22; John Hartman: Many Lives
Mark this Place to May 22; and Visible Storage: A
CCAG Collection Project to May 29.

With the exception of lock downs, the PEI
Public Archives and Records Office (PARO) was
open with a limitation of five visitors per period. 

2021 marked the 100th
anniversary of the poppy as a
symbol of remembrance in
Canada. It was adopted on July 5,
1921 as the official symbol of
remembrance, and is to be worn
leading up to Remembrance Day. 

The public 2021 and 2022 PEI Heritage Fairs
had to be cancelled because of COVID-19. Schools
were encouraged to hold a school heritage fair.  LM
Montgomery Elementary School was one of three
schools that held a school-based heritage fair in 2021.

On July 19th, 2021, the Alexander McRae
House at 362 Waterside Road was added to the PEI
Register of Heritage Places.  

 Ducks Unlimited Canada (DUC) hosted 438 
students from 22 classes under its Wetland Field Trip
program at Allisary Creek near Mount Stewart. The
participating grade 4 classes were from: Prince Street,
Spring Park, Stratford Elementary, West Kent
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Elementary, and West Royalty. This program was
delivered by the Island Nature Trust for DUC and is
supported in part by the PEI Wildlife Conservation
Fund.

Potato Wart Initiated US Trade Suspension:

21 years ago, the discovery of potato wart on
PEI in October 2000 led to imposition of a shipping
ban on potatoes going to the United States. Millions of
pounds of potatoes were destroyed. In April 2001, The
Potato Wart Domestic Long-Term Management Plan
was developed to monitor and control this fungal
disease and the ban was lifted. The science based
protocols have successfully controlled the spread of
potato wart despite the discovery of 35 fields infected
with the fungus since 2000.

Very unfortunately, in October 2021 soil
sampling discovered potato wart in two fields and later
a third field. Based on threats by United States’
Secretary of Agriculture Vilsack to ban imports from
PEI to United States and its territories, the Government
of Canada issued a notice to industry suspending
export of seed potatoes from Prince Edward Island to
the United States. On November 21st, a ministerial
order under the Plant Protection Act was expanded to
cover all fresh potatoes from Prince Edward Island to
United States and its territories even though Porto Rico
does not grow potatoes and there was hence no threat.
The Canadian Food Inspection Agency completed and
submitted a survey of seed potato fields showing no
detection of the presence of the fungus and submitted it
to U.S. Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service
(APHIS) officials on December 23rd, 2021. 

After considerable lobbying, the export of
table potatoes to Porto Rico was again allowed on
February 9th for small bags with labels that stating they
are not to be planted and are for sale in Puerto Rico
only. Based on the U.S. and Canada announcing an
understanding on Mar. 24th about the risk of Grade 1
table stock potato imports from PEI, Canada will lift its
ban while APHIS plans to publish a federal order
outlining additional required mitigation to protect the
U.S. potato industry. On Apr. 1st, USDA amended
entry requirements for PEI potatoes for consumption
that meet specified conditions. Only the table stock
potatoes that are washed in PEI to remove soil, treated
with a registered sprout inhibitor, graded to meet the
U.S. No 1 standard, have traceability, are officially
inspected by the NPPO of Canada and certified as
meeting USDA requirements, and the imported table
stock potatoes and the seed potatoes used to produce
them originate from fields not known to be infested

with potato wart or associated with known infestations.
PEI seed potatoes remained prohibited from
importation.

On December 20th, the Federal Government
announced a $28 million plan to distribute or destroy
potatoes made surplus by the suspension of PEI potato
export permits. The PEI Potato Board advised that
about 136 million kilograms of potatoes had been
destroyed by the end of February 28th funding deadline.

Online Illustrated Flora of PEI :

In conjunction with the Atlantic Canada Conservation
Data Centre and the PEI Museum and Heritage
Foundation the fifth and final section of the Online
Illustrated Flora of PEI was completed. It will be

online at http://accdc.com/peiflora/s1.htm in May.

Heritage Awards:

On Feb. 27th, 2022, the PEI Museum and
Heritage Foundation (PEIMHF) Heritage Awards were
presented by Lieutenant Governor Antoinette Perry for
activities and achievements across the Island. In respect
to the Hillsborough River watershed, our
congratulations go to: Angela Douglas-Banks on being
conferred the Natural Heritage Activity Award; 
Katherine Dewar for Publication of the Year (We’ll
Meet Again: Prince Edward Island Women of the
Second World War; and Heritage Recognition Award
winners: the Benevolent Irish Society for providing
access to Irish heritage and culture especially their
Circulating Library; Doug Kelly for preserving the
heritage of Stratford; Edward McKenna for creating
and maintaining the Historic PEI Facebook page; La
Voix Acadienne for sharing Acadian heritage and
culture; Reg Porter for Online publication on historic
mapping on PEI, Provincial Reality for restoring 49
Pownal Street; and Richard Pellissier-Lush for sharing
and preserving Mi’kmaq heritage and culture.

Due to concerns over COVID, the City of
Charlottetown cancelled its Heritage Week Awards
Ceremony set for Heritage Day.
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Installing new roof on
Glenaladale School House

Glenaladale Collection

Repointing the Glenaladale
House chimney

Glenaladale Collection

Glenaladale Heritage Trust Inc.:

The Trust was delighted to have Ella
MacLeod, Keirstin Rodgers, Katie Sinnott, and Jon
Fradsham hired as summer students with Ella as
student cataloguer and Katie, Keirstin, and Jon as tour
guides and assisting with house duties and gardening.

Besides the tours, thanks to the organizing
committee of Mary Bradley, Carolyn Pendergast,
Michael Pendergast, and Mary Gallant, summer house
concerts were added this summer. The performances
by  Jessica Gallant, Michael Pendergast, Mark Haines,
Kelly Mooney, and Shane Pendergast sold out!

Glenaladale issued a call for artists for the
Glenaladale Sculpture Forest on the themes of “Home”
and “Who We Were, Are, and Will Be”. Alexis
Bulman, Gerald Beaulieu, Jody Racicot, Kelly Caseley
& Pat Brunet, Kirstie McCallum, Olivier Bodart &
Ahmon Katz, Sarah Saunders, and Terry Dunton
Stevenson were selected to create the first 8 sculptures
which will be ready for the 250th Anniversary
Celebration.

Glenaladale again offered its Rum Running
Festival from Oct. 15 to 17th featuring its House
Concert at Glenaladale, Glenaladale Estate Tours, a
story circle with Ed MacDonald, a vintage car tour,
The Speak Easy, and a Rum Running Ceilidh. In
addition, it held its inaugural The Great Canadian Kilt
Skate in February and work is well underway on the
creation of a disc golf course. 

The biggest undertaking was the renovation of
the Glenaladale Schoolhouse including installation of a
steel roof, double exterior walls, interior walls, steel
structural supports for the loft, stairs to basement and
loft, preparing and staining the shingles, adding 
gyproc to the loft, and other tasks. Jesus Cuevas
Montes, a student in Holland College’s Construction
Technology program came on board to assist with the
continued progress and summer students Wil Fradsham

and Evan Trainor assisted with the carpentry work.
During the summer, the team of Dr. Helen

Kristmanson, Erin Montgomery, Claude Arsenault, and
Calum Brydon continued the archaeological dig at
Glenaladale. In early August, Dr. Kristmanson gave a
very informative presentation on their findings to a
large group at the Tracadie Cross Community Centre.
Several of the numerous artifacts were on display. 

Mary Jeanette Gallant presented the
MacDonald history and Aggi-Rose Reddin presented
the MacKinnon history to Senior’s College participants
in October.

Hannan Morgan was hired as the coordinator
for the 250th Anniversary Planning Committee (see
article below).

The Corrigan family became the first
Glenaladale Founding Family to complete their
financial obligation. Founding Families commit to a
donation of $3,000 a year for five years for a total
donation of $15,000!

The Trust offered various items for sale
including CDs, books, and recognition awards from
$25 to $25,000. This allows anyone to be a part of this
exciting project. Tax receipts are provided for any
Canadian donors directly by the Glenaladale Heritage
Trust. Cheques can be mailed to Glenaladale Heritage
Trust Inc., 1035 Mt. Stewart Road, Maple Hill PE C0A
1T0. For more information, please visit the website
www.glenaladalepei.com, email
glenaladalepei@gmail.com, or by phone at 902-394-
6131.

250th Anniversary Celebration:

Come celebrate the 250th Anniversary of
Glenaladale - Fèill Ghleann Aladail! The Glenaladale
Festival will be
held on the
commemorative
week of June 25th

when, in 1772,
the first Scottish
Catholic families
arrived in
Tracadie under
the leadership of
John MacDonald,
Laird of
Glenaladale and
Laird of
Glenfinnan in
Scotland.
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Beginning as a Mi’kmaq gathering place and
then home to newcomers Acadian, Scottish, and Irish
alike, Glenaladale has always been a place of coming
together and seat of agricultural innovation. The
Glenaladale Festival will host site tours, live music,
genealogy gatherings, Diaspora Tapestries, artists,
storytellers, descendant reunions, craft workshops,
environmental sustainability demonstrations, disc golf,
local vendors, and so much more to celebrate our
dynamic community. Follow us for full schedule at
www.glenaladalefestival.ca or on @glenaladalepei or
www.glenaladalepei.com 

A History of Mount
Stewart: Illustrated &
Extended Edition:

While sales
have slowed
dramatically, we still
have copies available
thanks to our second
printing. These can be
purchased at McAskill
Woodworking at 26
Beasley Avenue, The
Bookmark at 172
Queen Street and In-
the-Mix Bakery in the 
Hillsborough River
Eco-Centre in Mount Stewart . The book is also
available by mail for $20 plus the costs of postage and
handling (contact us at hillsboroughriver@gmail.com ).

Our Island Climate Blog Site:

Don Jardine is a climate researcher
who has been associated with the Climate Research
Lab at the UPEI since it was created in 2012. For many
years before that he has been interested in the Island’s
weather and climate. One of his latest ventures has
been the creation of his blog site “Our Island Climate”.
His site is rich in stories about the weather, climate,
phenology, coastal erosion, and the impacts of a
changing climate on our Island province. He is
currently looking for historical diaries from PEI
residents who recorded weather, climate, ice
occurrence or phenological happenings e.g. the date of
navigation closure in Charlottetown or Summerside
harbours due to ice and opening of navigation in spring
after ice departure, the date of first occurrence of
various animals or the flowering of plants, the first fall
frost, the first snowfall of the autumn, the last spring

frost, and other events. Check out his site at:
https://peiclimate.wordpress.com/ 

COVID-19 ON PEI:

Officially named COVID-19 on February 11th

2020, the Island’s first case was identified on March
14th, 2020. In the intervening two years and two
months, life here has changed dramatically.
Requirements included COVID-19 testing and
vaccinations, donning of non-medical masks, two-
metre social distancing, self isolation measures, work-
at-home strategies, remote learning, and restrictions on
travel, family, friend, and organization get-togethers,
restaurant dining, church services, weddings, wakes,
funerals, the
PEI Vax Pass,
and much
more. For
many, new
norms of
personal behaviour have been adopted.

Based on the numbers of confirmed COVID-19
cases, their source, and other factors, Dr. Susan
Morrison and her team at the PEI Chief Public Health
Office, Premier Dennis King, and other staff 
established various protocols to help contain the virus
and prevent the overburdening of the health care
system.

Various initiatives were adopted. COVID-19
vaccines were made available on PEI for those age 5 to
11 on Nov. 26th, 2021. On Dec. 3rd, the spread of the
Omicron variant internationally led to imposition of
testing at the point of entry on arrival and again on day
4 of all those  arriving to PEI from an international
destination (including the United States). Increases in
the number of cases led to additional public health
measures being  imposed on Dec. 18th with personal
gatherings limited to 10 people plus household
members, strict physical distancing for people from
different households for all, pausing of indoor sport and
recreational activities and more. Despite the
precautions, on Jan. 14th 2022, the first two people on
the Island succumbed to COVID-19 related causes. On
Jan. 31st, personal gathering limits were eased to 10,
organized gatherings up to 50, and students returned to
in-class learning. The initiation of Moving On Step 1
on Feb. 17th increased personal and organized gathering
limits, including those for sports and recreation
activities, reduced some restrictions for  business
operations, discontinued post-entry isolation for fully
vaccinated travelers, and resumed off-island travel for
sports and recreation. On Feb. 28, the PEI Vax Pass
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S.S. Harland at Charlottetown
Public Archives and Records Office Acc. # 2799-8 

Tom Atkins Collection 

was discontinued and no traveler isolation was required
but compulsory testing was continued. Moving On
Step 2 started on Mar. 17th with further increases in
personal and organized gathering and business limits.  

By April 3rd,
2022, 28,375 people on
the Island were confirmed
to have contracted
COVID-19, 98 people
were admitted to hospital
for treatment of COVID-
19, and 24,737 had
recovered but, sadly,
there were 19 COVID-19-
related deaths. By Mar.
13th, 2022, 94.2% of
residents 12+ and 69.6% aged 5 to 11 years of age
were fully vaccinated.

We extend our thanks to the many dedicated
staff who kept us informed on the situation with
COVID-19, kept us well supplied with groceries and
fuel, serviced our homes and businesses, provided
critical health care, maintained health, ambulance,
pharmacy, and police services, developed and ran
various government support programs, educated
students, entertained us on the internet or at various
venues, provided take-out food and in-restaurant
service, and serviced many other needs. Thanks as well
to the many who volunteered with or donated funds to
the various agencies that provided support for
thousands of families.

Historical Tidbits:

S.S. Harland, River and Coastal Steamship:
         by Jim Hornby Feb/2022

The S.S. Harland was one of a number of river
and coastal vessels that served Islanders for over a
century. It was in service here from 1908 through
1935. The Guardian of May 30, 1908, reported that the
new Harland, built at Shelburne, NS, had undergone a
successful trial run off Yarmouth, and would take over
the ferry service "on the East and West Rivers, and the
Orwell and Crapaud routes," formerly served by the
"City of London."

It reported on August 19, 1910, that for the
picnic of the East River Dairying Company next
Monday, the S.S. Harland would make two trips from
town to Hickey's Wharf, leaving at 9 am and 2 pm,
return about 7 pm. "Return fare twenty cents." On the
same page, the regular forty-cent return fare to
Crapaud, leaving Charlottetown at 3 pm, return due at 

9:30 pm, is described as "A grand afternoon's outing,
six hours on the water. Could anyone get better value
for the same amount?"

Under the heading "Scotchfort," on October 27,
1914, it reported, "Among the shipments from
Hayden's Wharf by the S.S. Harland Friday were four
fat cattle and about fifty lambs," and John McBride,
Scotchfort, "was among the passengers making the
return trip to Charlottetown." But soon thereafter, the
Harland provided wartime ferry service between
Pictou, Nova Scotia, and Georgetown and many other
eastern Island ports, continuing into late 1919. 

On June 13, 1930, it was "East River and return
for 25 cents today" on the Harland, leaving town at 3
pm, due to return at 7 pm: "Four hours on the water,
enjoying the cool and balmy breezes." 

But after the provincial government withdrew
its subsidy of the service in early 1936, the end of a
transportation era on Island river and strait waters came
with the sale of the S.S. Harland to a company in
Sydney, Cape Breton in November.        

Johnny Andrew’s Apple Cider: 
by John Andrew 2006

During the first third of the 1900s, John Bell
Andrew had an apple orchard on the land that is now
the northern portion of Hillsborough Village. The
orchard was centered in the area that is now bordered
by Andrew’s Crescent, and extended towards John
Andrew’s mill pond to the east, Belmont House (south
of Kentucky Fried Chicken) to the west, and the old
Belmont Road to the south.  (Most of Belmont Road is
now a walking trail running down to Hillsborough
River.) The apples were stored in a two-level apple
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Andrew’s Mills and Belmont House circa 1935
Government of PEI Aerial Photo Collection

house in the middle of the orchard.
In late summer and fall, John Andrew sold

apples from the orchard at the Charlottetown Farmers
Market*, and he also peddled them around town along
with flour and other products from his farm and grist
mill. 

Surplus apples were made into apple cider in a
big wooden apple press run by a stationary engine.
(The press is now in the Car Life Museum in
Bonshaw.) The apple juice was stored in 45-gallon
wooden barrels. In earlier times, the barrels were stored
in the basement of Belmont House. (Belmont House
was built in the 1830s by George Wright.  His father-
in-law, John Cambridge, originally developed the
property and built the water mills on what was then
known as Bird Island Creek. George later turned the
property over to his son Benjamin. John B. Andrew’s
father Francis lived in the miller’s house down by the
mills and ran the mills for Benjamin. John B. Andrew
bought the property in 1898.) Later, after Belmont
House was sold to Frank Miller, the cider was stored in
John B. Andrew’s house down by the mills. 

After the cider was put into barrels, the bung
was left off until any fermentation, which unavoidably
seemed to occur, had stopped. This usually took a
month or so. Nothing was added to the cider to

promote this process, it just happened naturally. The
cider was often stored for a year or two before being
used. These were the days of prohibition, and
“Johnny’s apple cider” was a popular quasi-legal drink. 

One occasion where the cider was sold was at
the annual East Royalty community strawberry social.
The event was held in John Andrew’s field just east of
the pond next to St. Peters Road (near the present
entrance to Oakland Drive). Strawberries and home-
made ice cream, made with ice from the pond, were the
official draws to the party, but Johnny Andrew’s cider
stand, in those days of prohibition, was unexplainably
popular as well. A stage was set up for square dancing,
and the fiddler, the square dance caller, torches for
light, and Johnny’s apple cider kept these annual
parties going on into the summer nights. Those who
wanted to add a little punch to their cider found that
there was often a bootlegger set up down in the woods
by the pond, with probation rum off a north shore
schooner to add to the cider. 

After one such party, a couple of ladies came to
the Andrew house asking to buy some cider for an
invalid friend. More likely they wanted to test it for
alcohol content. Unfortunately, there wasn’t any to be
found.

After John’s son Wally returned from the
Second World War, he discovered a leftover keg of the
cider in the cellar. Not wanting to let the cider go to
waste, he set up a stand at the P.E.I. Exhibition in
Charlottetown. The cider turned out to be popular there
as well.

* The Charlottetown Farmer’s Market was
then located where Confederation Centre now stands

Bear Half-Mandible Discovery:       by Nic Bergeron

On April 8, 2021, HRA/PREP watershed
coordinator Nic Bergeron discovered half of an as-yet-
unidentified Ursidae mandible in Callaghan's Brook, a
tributary of Clark's Creek in Augustus, Queen's County.
The half-mandible was jutting out of a cobble-laced silt
deposit near the stream bank and was a surprising find
seeing as the last American black bear on the island
was shot and killed on the Souris Line Road on
February 7, 1927. According to provincial biologist
Rosemary Curley, it could be fossilized - or partly so –
and was likely preserved in a basic soil rather than the
island’s predominantly acidic soil, which dissolves
bone. There are pockets of calcium-rich soil across the
island that typically support rare plants including cedar
trees in the west. The specimen is now in the
possession of former PEI Museum & Heritage
Foundation Executive Director Dr. David Keenlyside
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While doing stream improvement work at Callaghan’s
Brook in August 2021, Nic Bergeron 
discovered this bear half-mandible 

Nic Bergeron HRA photo

and Dr. Helen Kristmanson, Pituamkek Project
Manager with L’nuey, who are taking steps toward
properly identifying and preserving it.

Ducks and Drakes - Examiner Jul. 22, 1878:

     Letter to Editor: Sir,—I went out yesterday to
McNally’s Marsh, about ten miles from town, just to
see  how the young ducks were getting on, and for
mere form sake took with me my gun and dog. Judge
of my astonishment to find the shooting und covered
with men and dogs trying to da duck to shoot. Of
course there wasn’t one there, the ground having been
thoroughly shot over more than a week ago. What I
want to know is, where is that ‘‘Duck Act”? It’s too
bad that one should have to drive ten miles and not get
a shot, and as late in the year as 22d of Fay, too. Yours
truly, Duck Suor. 

(Editor’s Note: Scanning and electronic conversion of
old newspapers leads to some interesting text changes.)

Winter Navigation Challenges: Examiner, Dec. 4
1871:

The steamer Heather Belle, which left Mount
Stewart on Wednesday last, having gone there for the
purpose of towing down Mr. Gillan’s barque, had great
difficulty in forcing her way through the ice as far as
Hayden’s wharf, with the assistance of the passengers
and crew, who broke ice before her. At Hayden’s wharf
the passengers left her. On Thursday, she made her way
down as far as McNally’s Point. On Friday, a party of
men were sent from the city to assist the crew in their
endeavors to extricate her, and get her to the wharf. Up
to the time we write, she is still hard and fast in the ice,
and will likely remain there for the winter.

We learn that the tug boat Maid of the Mist is
frozen in at Orwell, and that there are some twenty-two
vessels, chiefly loaded with produce, detained by the
ice at Mount Stewart and the North and West rivers.
The Harbour is fast closing up, and should severe
weather we have experienced for the past five days
continue, our navigation will be entirely closed.

Thanks to Don Jardine for sharing this article.

Wedding Celebration Circa 1878: 
        Examiner: July 23, 1878

    
     Letter to the Editor: Sir,—Last night the inhabitants
of the north side of Charlottetown must have had a rich
treat of music. It seems that a young couple were
getting married, and the friends and those that were
acquainted with the bride-groom and bride, assembled
to do honour to the occasion. The Juvenile
tin-pan-trumpet-cow-horn and milk-pan-drum-band,
was the first to arrive, headed by Professor Chavari.
The music by this band was very delicious, Of course
there were a few discordant notes, but that could not be
wondered at, when you take into account the little
practice that this band got. ‘There were, no doubt,
many of the instruments out of order. I took notice that
the drum had only one handle, and a piece of a hand
towel drawn through the bottom. This, itself, would
materially spoil the sound; but, on the whole, it was
quite a success, and had such an effect on some of the
inmates that they could not contain themselves in the
house, but rushed out in their shirt sleeves and were
going to castigate some of the band; but the  music had
such a thrilling effect on the bride groom that he had to
go downtown for certain Officers. Shortly after—when
drawing towards midnight—the regular band—or what
I supposed to be the regular band—came up to do
honor to the occasion. By this time a multitude of
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Rebuilding Wright’s Creek bridge
Aug. 21, 2021 

Dan McAskill Photo

people were assembled; but the     music of this band,
was very good, especially while playing ‘‘I’ll take to
myself a Wife,” “What shall the harvest be?’ “ And to
my Comrades.” No couple, as far as I can learn, has
ever been so highly honored in Charlottetown before,
as to have two bands of music to Wait on them
unasked. .... A Lover or Good Music. 

Meacham’s Atlas Litigation: 
Examiner Apr. 30, 1880 p. 3

Membership Renewals:

If you have not already done so, please take a
moment to renew your membership with the
Hillsborough River Association. Individual
memberships are $10, family memberships are $15,
and business memberships are a minimum of $25. A
tax receipt is provided for the membership fee as well
as for any donations. The funds go to assisting with
HRA projects. 

Please mail your renewal fees to Hillsborough
River Association, c/o Island Nature Trust, P.O. Box
265, Charlottetown, PE C1A 7K4.

Information Contributors for This Issue:

Thanks to Abegweit First Nation Website, John
Andrew, APHIS Orders, Phil Arbing, Georges
Arsenault, Tom Atkins, Atlantic Canada Conservation
Data Center, Atlantic Salmon Conservation
Foundation, Angela Banks, Myrna Babineau, Nicolas
Bergeron, John Boylan, Kaylee Busniuk, Canadian
Heritage River Secretariat, CBC Radio Charlottetown,
City of Charlottetown, Mary Ellen Callaghan, Michelle
Cottreau, Rosemary Curley, Anna Duffy, Pat Duffy,
Epekwitk Assembly of Councils, Stacey Evans, Friends
of St. Andrew’s Newsletter, Mary Gallant, the
Glenaladale Collection, the Government of PEI COVID
site, Bryan Grimmelt, Megan Harris, Holland College,
Jim Hornby, Andrew Ing, Don Jardine, Glen Kelly,
Gert Lawlor, L’nuey, Sandy MacDonald, Dan
McAskill, Barbara McKenna, Mi-kmaq Confederacy of
PEI, Hannah Morgan, Natalie Munn, Nature PEI, PEI
Genealogical Society, PEI Museum and Heritage
Foundation, PEI Watershed Alliance, Jonathan Platts,
Aggi-Rose Reddin, Clarence Ryan, Jill Spelliscy,
Senate News, Charlotte Stewart, The Buzz, The Eastern
Graphic, The Guardian, Town of Stratford’s “Town
Talk”, UPEI’s Roberston Library’s, Gwen Vessey,
Christine Watts, Lorne Yeo, and
www.islandnewspapers.ca for their contributions of
content in this issue of the Hillsborough Tidings.

2021-22 Photo
Essay

22

http://www.islandnewspapers.ca


Nathan Trainor installing a cover log at Fanning Brook
Summer 2021

Nic Bergeron HRA Photo

Digger log installation to create an Atlantic salmon 
holding pool on Clark’s Creek in July, 2021 

Nic Bergeron HRA Photo

Grade 3 Mount Stewart Intermediate School
students and teacher during an electrofishing,

salmon enhancement,
 and watershed field trip on Pisquid River on

Nov. 2nd, 2021
Dan McAskill photo 

Tree Swallows nesting in 2021 at
Pigot’s Trail nest box installed

by HRA-PREP
Donna Martin photo

Hillsborough Watershed Events Calendar:

With the public gathering restrictions and physical
distance requirements imposed to minimize the
effect of the COVID-19 pandemic, it is probable that
some of these events may be cancelled or deferred:

May 4 - Hillsborough River Association Annual
General Meeting. AGM starts at 7:00 pm at
Stratford Town Hall Southport Room. Dutch
and Jill Thompson will be offering their
“Laughter Is the Best Medicine” presentation
with stories and photos from yesteryear (see
page 1 for registration details)

May 29 - Fort Augustus Irish Descendants
Association mass at St. Patrick’s Church in
Fort Augustus. 

June 11 to Oct 9 - The Summer Trade at
Confederation Centre of the Arts. This show,
curated by Ed MacDonald and Alan
MacEachern, uses images and artifacts to tell
the story of tourism in the Garden of the Gulf
over a period of 150 years. 

June 12 - Canadian Rivers Day. HRA encourages
you to plant a Red Oak or another native
wildlife tree or shrub 

June 25 to July 3 - Glenaladale Festival celebrating
the 250th Anniversary of the arrival of the
Alexander (see page 17)
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Loaded and ready
to travel

Lorne Yeo photo

Scout Chief
Frank Costello

Wisconsin Boy Scout Golden
Jubilee - Lorne Yeo photo

1st Parkdale Scouts at Quebec
Citadel - Lorne Yeo collection

Lorne Yeo at Niagra Falls

1st Parkdale Scouts 1960 Tour: by Lorne Yeo
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