Beaver Activity Summary - Wright’s Creek

Beavers moved into Wright’s Creek in 2015. Their dam locations are shown as D# on the satellite images from
2019 and described in Table 1. The lodge locations are shown as L# and described in Table 2.
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Fig. 1 Lower Wright’s creek (tidal salt marsh)

Fig. 2. Beaver dam D#1 (tidal salt marsh)
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Fig. 3 . Middle Wright’s Creek (Andrew’s Pond and Barbour’s Pond)

Fig 4. Beaver Dam D#4 (Barbour’s Pond)

2

Fig. 5. Beaver lodge L#2 (Andrew’s Pond North)
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Fig. 6. Upper Wright’s Creek
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Fig. 7. Beaver dam D#6 (Jardine’s Pond)

Fig. 8. Beaver Lodge L#4 (Jardine’s Pond)
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Description

This dam in being maintained and keeps the water upstream at
low tide about 1.5 feet higher than it would otherwise be at
low tide. The water is higher all the way to the bottom of
Andrew’s dam. High tide tops the beaver dam and allows fish
passage, particularly smelts, to pass.
In a tidal area of Wright’s
This dam is partially washed out and is not maintained.
Creek
However, dam #1 keeps the water higher in this area.
Culvert under St. Peters
This was an attempted dam but it was not successful in raising
Road
the water.
Barbour’s Pond
This was the first dam built in 2015. At one point the dam was
so high that the pond water was within about 6’ of the top of
the original berm for the pond from the 1950s. Big rainstorms
probably topped the berm. We tried to remove this beaver
dam in about 2017 to re-establish fish passage, but the beavers
built it back. The dam has settled about 18” over the years.
They don’t seem to trying to increase the height again but it
maintains the water in Barbour’s pond about 2.5 feet higher
than it would be without the dam.
At a spring below Barbour’s This is a long low dam below the berm for Barbour’s Pond, that
Pond
had raised the water in a large spring by about 18”.
Jardine’s Pond
This is a recent dam from about 2018-19. It has reflooded the
previously washed-out Jardine’s Pond by blocking the washedout by-pass.
Table 1. Beaver dam locations
Location

Description

West side of Barbour’s
Pond
Northeast side of
Andrew’s Pond North
On the south side of St.
Peters Road
Jardine’s Pond

This was the first lodge the beavers used while building D#4. It
appears to have been abandoned after L#2 was built.
Very large lodge built about 2016. It later appeared to have
been abandoned by 2019 but may be being used again.
Newer lodge from about 2019

Large lodge in the middle of the pond near a spring they
flooded.
Table 2. Lodge locations

There is a large sign depicting beaver activity up to 2018 at the location shown in Figure 2. The information on
the sign is available at: https://wrightscreek.ca/previous-projects under Wrights Creek signs 2018.
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