
 
Key 8i Minutes 

 

 
 

Watershed Committee Meeting 
Monday, January 13th at 6:30 pm  

(John Andrew's home, 3 Oak Drive) 
 

MINUTES 
 
Present:  John, Darren, Michelle, Diane, Katharine, Mia, Jill, Dan, Christine 
Regrets:  Jeanne (away) 
  
 
1.  ELLEN’S CREEK UPDATE: John informed the committee that the 
Province has decided to award management of two additional watersheds 
within Charlottetown to the Ellen's Creek Watershed Group.  The two new 
watersheds now under Ellen’s Creek are the Riverside Watershed by 
the Queen Elizabeth Hospital and the Charlottetown Watershed that 
runs by the Farmers' Market.  Ellen’s Creek will take over monitoring 
siltation, pollution, industrial sites and the maintenance of watercourses in 
those areas. This raises the issue of urban watershed organization in 
Charlottetown, the possibility of creating a Charlottetown watershed group, 
where Wright’s Creek might fit into any new organizational plans – 
including staying within HAWC.  Disparities in funding between 
amalgamated and stand-alone watershed groups were discussed and may 
inform organizational changes in the future. 
 
Next Steps:   



➢ We need to discuss organizational alignments in the coming months.  
Wright’s Creek will stay within HAWC for the upcoming year.  Our 
committee should get in touch with Ramona Doyle to get the 
City’s Watershed (sustainability) Committee up and running 
again, encouraging representatives from various groups to join in 
discussions about the future.  John will call Ramona 

 
2.  WORK ON BY-LAWS RESPECTING EROSION AND SILTATION 
PREVENTION: John met with the engineering firm 6 months ago.  It was 
hoped then that the City would come up with bylaws and enforcement 
regulations.  John received an email on Monday, January 13 (2020) from 
Shawn Banks, Watercourse, Wetland and Buffer Zone Alteration 
Technician, Provincial Department of Communities, Land and Environment 
(Cell: 902-314-2737).  Banks wondered if anything had come out of that 
meeting.  “Have you heard of any changes within the City of Charlottetown 
to develop additions to City by-laws that would require stronger storm 
water controls on construction sites?  Has anyone come up with a 
number with regards to turbidity of water to be able to stop work?  If this 
is still a work in progress it would be great to have it completed before 
spring thaw.”  
 
John wrote back to Shawn saying the following:  “I have not heard of any 
progress with by-laws for stronger siltation control. I am copying this e-mail 
and your email to some of those involved to see if there is progress I don't 
know about. If there were rules involving the maximum turbidity of storm 
water flowing from construction sites, as you suggest, it would improve 
things very quickly.  Perhaps, Matt Steeves (Environmental Permitting and 
Assessment Team Leader at Stantec) has an idea of what this number 
could be and the measurement process.”  John copied Julie McCabe (City 
councilor Ward 9), Terry Bernard (Ward 10), Norman Dewar (Coordinator 
with Ellen’s Creek) and Alex Forbes (Manager of City Planning and 
Heritage).  He is awaiting a response.   
 
Banks’ view is that if turbidity guidelines are put in place and levels are 
above limits, there should be s stop work order. 
 
Darren noted that our watershed is not getting a lot of sediment.  It may 
appear otherwise, but it is mostly colour from iron in the soil.  



 
Next Steps:   
➢ In order to get the by-law actions going, Darren is going to invite 

Terry Bernard, Julie McCabe, Alex Forbes and others to attend our 
next committee meeting to be held on February 17th (6:30 pm) at 
John’s home.   

➢ We should get in touch with Matt Steeves at Stantec re turbidity 
of water.  John will do this. 

 
NOTE WATERSHED TOUR:  Darren will lead a watershed tour to help 
new committee members visualize the plans and the work ahead.  To be 
held Saturday, Jan 18th at 9:00 am. End of Herbert’s Street. Take the 
Norwood Road past Elena St., take a Right and another Right on to 
Herbert. 
 
3.  UPDATE REGARDING BUFFER ZONE (FIELD ABOVE WRIGHT'S 
CREEK): Gary Schneider will be looking at the area and producing 
recommendations we might want to follow to mitigate/stop run-off.  
 
Next Steps:  
➢ While we await Gary’s report, Darren suggested writing a letter to PEI 

HOUSING asking that a buffer zone of 3 chains (196 feet) be created 
to ensure erosion control. In addition, the letter should ask for a water 
flow analysis and for erosion control mechanisms be put in place 
early in 2020.  Michelle will do this, soonest. This letter can be 
copied to Natalie Jameson, Michelle Beaton, the Department of 
Agriculture, as well as pertinent others with the City. The property PID 
number is 422642. 

 
4.  UPDATE REGARDING APPROVALS FROM LANDOWNERS: There 
are two projects needing landowner permission. The first is to get 
permission from Anne Barbour or Rodney Macdonald to complete the trail 
around Andrew’s Pond. Frank Quinn with City Parks is working on this.  
Diane spoke with Frank (who she told us has nothing but admiration for 
John Andrew and for the work of the Wright’s Creek Watershed 
Committee).   
 



Ann Barbour has said “no” to any trail extension on her land. 
 
With Anne saying no, the trail will need to move over the property line and 
run 500 feet in a straight line along the back border of MacDonald’s Land.  
Rodney MacDonald has been approached and had a positive response to 
the idea providing the trail does not interfere with his selling lots that would 
back on the trail. The MacDonald route also involves making an agreement 
with the MacKays since the MacDonald route involves cutting across a 
corner of the MacKay property to get around a survey pin. 
 
It is thought that there remain City funds from the last fiscal year (deadline 
is March 31) and that the money can be rolled over. 
 
The second project also involves Barbour’s Pond on Anne Barbour’s Land 
and would rectify two major problems: 
 

1. There is no way to empty the silt trap in Barbour’s Pond because of 
the high-water levels created by a beaver dam. 

2. The beaver dam prevents fish from Andrew’s Pond from going 
upstream to spawn. 
 

Although the beaver dam prevents fish passage, the high-water level in the 
pond is useful environmentally and would be a long-term advantage to the 
area, providing there is fish passage. 

 
The solution involves: 

• Removing the beaver dam 

• Building a draw down structure (concrete box with gate) and 
overflow 

• Building a by-pass for the normal water flow that keeps the 
water level in the pond high and allows fish passage.  

 
Brian McCullough has done the engineering on this.  (See attached option 
“Hybrid Rock Channel with Concrete Baffle”.)  Permit is Provincial and may 
involve Federal (Fisheries).   
 
Next Steps: 



➢ John or Michelle or Darren will talk with Terry Bernard about funding 
available for this project. 

➢ PERMIT WORK:  Michelle will help with this permit – Shawn Banks 
(Provincial Environment) and Jason Affleck (Environmental Officer 
Transportation, Infrastructure and Energy Environmental 
Management) do approvals.  Also, we may need a fish habitat plan, 
and DFO approval – Dale Thompson, Environmental Assessment 
Officer (Environment, Water and Climate Change and Environmental 
Land Management). 

➢ Darren volunteered to talk to Anne Barbour about the project. 
 
IMPORTANT UPDATE: Darren has verbal agreement that she will sign the 
permit request for beaver dam removal and the dam improvements. 

 
➢ Beaver management: There are perhaps 4 beaver huts.  Some 

members of the committee think if you are going to manage the pond, 
you have to take the beavers out (trap them).  Trapper Clarence 
Ryan (also a member of the Pisquid River Enhancement Project) 
could be called upon to do the trapping if we agree to go forward with 
removing the beaver. 

 
5.  WRIGHT’S CREEK WATERSHED COMMITTEE POSITIONS: 

Co-chairs – John Andrew, Darren Riggs, Michelle Cottreau 
Secretary/Treasurer – Jill Spelliscy  
Events Coordinator – Jeanne Maki (sits in on events HRA committee)  
Events PR - Diane Flood 
Foundational Document preparation – Katharine Tummon 
Facebook posting and creation of public Facebook page – Mia Hill & 
Jeanne Maki 
Other positions as required 
6.  SIGNING AUTHORITY – Motion: moved by John Andrew, 
seconded by Diane Flood that Michelle and Jill, John and Darren will 
all have signing authority. Passed. Motion:  Moved by Darren, 
seconded by Mia that all cheques require the signatures of at least 2 
out of the four people with signing authority. Passed. 

 
Next steps:   



➢ Go to bank to make arrangements for signing authority 
➢ Katharine Tummon will prepare a Constating Document (foundation 

of the Wright’s Creek Watershed Environmental Committee as legal 
entity and see to it that we register the name. 

 
7.  DRAFT 2020 WORK PLAN:  A small sub-committee submitted the work 

plan draft, which takes the form of the excel document used by all 

members of the Hillsborough River Watershed Area Cooperative 

(HAWC).  The draft is a composite of activities John has identified, events 

Jeanne is coordinating, collaborations with the Holland College 

Environmental Studies Program (Bryan Grimmelt), and joint projects with 

other HAWC watersheds. The plan includes: environmental onsite work, 

analyzing the impact of climate change on the watershed, 

environmental/erosion protection, ongoing work on trails and trail 

expansion, community engagement and public education activities, 

collaborative initiatives with the City and the Province (bylaws to protect 

watercourses, input into land development, input into City planning and 

zoning, etc. 

 
Next Steps:   
➢ Before finalizing the work plan, we will review the previous year-end 

report to make sure we have included all ongoing work and/or work 
that was planned but was not done.  We will then submit to Maddy 
Crowell (via SAWIG): who does the work of combining all of the 
HAWC watershed members’ plans into one document.  NOTE: by the 
end of January.  stratfordwater@gmail.com  

 
8.  PREPARING WRIGHT’S CREEK YEAR-END REPORT TO HAWC – 
third week of February or ASAP. 
Next Steps:  
➢ Michelle will meet with John to go over what was done in the 2019 

fiscal year and what was not done or delayed. 
➢ Jill will also help produce a DRAFT of the year-end report for 

submission to HAWC (a copy of the 2019-year end report is posted in 
Google drive folder (Key 5).  We can use that as our template for the 
report. 



➢ We will present the Draft at the next committee meeting on February 
17th. 

 
9.  CANADA STUDENT JOBS APPLICATION:  Bryan has prepared this 
year’s application and is waiting for the application form to be posted on the 
Canada Student Jobs site.   
 
➢ Michelle Cottreau will be the named applicant.  She and Bryan will 

liaise on this.  
➢ FYI.  With respect to student work, Dan advised the committee that a 

work log is to be submitted every two weeks as part of HAWC’S 
reporting requirements. Send an email to Emilie Morrell, Watershed 
Coordinator at pisquidwatershed@gmail.com. 

➢ John has suggested to Dan that Wright’s Creek is willing to provide 
some money as compensation for all the paperwork being done on 
our behalf.   

 
 
NEXT MEETING:  February 17th Monday, 6:30 pm at John Andrews 
home 
 

mailto:pisquidwatershed@gmail.com

