
 
 
Meeting:  March 5, 6:30 at John Andrew’s home (3 Oakland Drive) 
Present:  Michelle, John, Bryan, Katharine, Natalie, Jeanne, Diane, Mia, Jill, Darren, 
Ellen 
 

1.  Approval of Minutes from Feb 17th meeting:  Moved Darren, Seconded: Diane 
 

2.  Business Arising from the Minutes: 
    
Barbour’s Pond Permit Update: Terry wanted WCWEC to send him a letter 
regarding financial support for this fish habitat plan and to copy the letter to Peter 
Kelly, Chief Administrative Officer for the City of Charlottetown. We are requesting 
$60,000/$70,000.  John mentioned that Terry is going to see if he can use tax 
money for the project.  Michelle will write the letter.  
 
The habitat coordinator with DFO had some questions about the proposal.  He 
wanted diagrams, pictures, preliminary surveys and elevations. Brian McCullough 
can help with this (Engineer with PEI Forest, Fish and Wildlife Division).  Alternatives 
regarding building the bypass structure include building out of granite, but John and 
Darren want to use sandstone because it looks better and using island gravel in 
main part of the channel keeps it looking natural.  Sean Hill (watershed permits with 
the PEI Fisheries) said he was impressed and that it was a good idea to create a fish 
run. John/Darren will send him a history of what’s been done.  They will also discuss 
Bird Island with Sean.  It would be good to get a drawing done (might cost $500 but 
worth it).  It is important to make sure McCullough’s numbers are right and to do a 
survey.  The plan is to do the installation this year.   
 
We still need Rodney MacDonald’s agreement. John has a verbal agreement with 
Dewar.  We need them to sign off on it.  MacDonald wanted planning to say that the 
land left is still fine for lots.  He has to sign the agreement.  Darren suggested we 
maybe talk to Frank Quinn and ask him to put an agreement together.  Since new 
housing developments must set aside 10% of the land as future green space, that 
could be where the new trail would go. What we want for the trail is actually less 
than 10%.  That would be taken into consideration when the city grants MacDonald 
the okay to develop the lots. The trail would be 8 feet and 500 feet long (15 feet on 
westerly boundary).  If we can get Frank to draw up the agreement, Darren and John 



can get it signed.  Diane said she would talk to Frank Quinn about getting an 
agreement written up. 
 
John mentioned that that the project to replace Wright’s Bridge will involve the 
lowering of the pond, so it is an ideal time to do the Barbour Pond project. 
 
3.  About the beavers – let nature take its course.  Darren mentioned that families 
are coming along the trails to see the beaver. We do need to do a formal beaver 
plan and submit it to PEI Environment.  This is in our 2020 work plan.  Any dams 
that are created after we do the work at Barbour’s Pond will have to be removed.   
Darren suggested we might want to put some poplar trees in those areas. He said if 
we want to keep beaver up in Jardine’s Pond the poplars would be good.  If we plant 
poplars there, they will stay.  If they interfere with the new fish passage, we may 
have to trap them. There is a new dam just under bridge.  We could get Daryl 
Guignion out to give us a sense of what might work -- perhaps in mid-April. 
 
4.  Carbon Capture Tree Program and buffer zone bordering field: Jeanne is 
looking into this program to see if it might help us get more trees (in addition to those 
we may get from the EcoAction grant if it comes through).  We can identify the 
location for planting by using the PID of the field owned by the Housing Corporation. 
 
John mentioned that we will need to get it legally identified as a Buffer Zone and 
then it’s protected. 
 
5.  Update on EcoAction application:  The application was completed by Gary 
Schneider and submitted by the Deadline of March 3, 2020.  In addition to Gary 
Schneider’s work on the EcoAction application, Jeanne and Jill put in significant 
hours assisting with letters of support, budget breakdowns and providing Gary with 
other information he required to finish the proposal.  Darren asked if we had reached 
out to the Mi’kmaq community.  We discussed the importance of involving 
Indigneous people in the project.  We did send out a letter to Randy Angus at the 
Confederacy, but have not yet received a reply.  One idea was to invite an elder to 
lead a ceremony blessing the water and the trees.  Darren said he has contacts and 
will check into that.  There was the suggestion that we could invite PEI’s Poet 
Laureate Julie Pellissier-Lush to do the ceremony.   
 
6.  Regarding the planned work on creating the buffer zone:  Darren said it 
would help to roughly stake out the 60 meters in the field.  Once we have it staked, 
we can get Housing to come out to see it.  Natalie said people from Environment 
should also come out to see it.  Cody Clinton could come out.  As a starting point, 
Bryan (who does have GPS) and Darren will go out in April when the ground thaws.  
Darren also wanted to know who the farm is that is growing crops in the field and 
pointed out the farmer needs to be informed about the project, since he may not 
know yet.   



 
Jeanne asked about access to the site and how to create enough space to bring in 
the trees and equipment.  This will be taken into account when the area is staked.  
There was also discussion about whether there is a need to create berm/wetland 
areas to handle the storm sewer run-off.  This can be down the road, since we don’t 
know if and when development is going ahead. We can consult with Daryl Guignion 
on this and invite him to go along when the area is staked.  Jill has Daryl’s contact 
information. 
 
Jeanne says while we await the EcoAction grant decision (beginning of july), we 
need to move ahead and follow up on recommendations contained in Gary 
Schneider’s report.  Areas need to be prepared within the woods and we have to talk 
to silviculture people.  Jeanne will look into this. 
 
7.  New mailing address: Wright’s Creek 81 Prince Street, Charlottetown C1A 4R3 
Email address:  wrightscreekcharlottetown@gmail.com 
 
8.  Application to Jobs for Youth:  There are questions related to supervision and 
payroll duties associated with getting a student through this program. The 
application deadline is March 31.  Ellen is discussing the possibilities with Dan 
(HRA).  
 
9.  Canada Student Jobs – we will hear in May. 
 
10. The Wright’s Creek Work Plan 2020 (due Mid-March) is basically finished. 
Michelle will send to HAWC.  John mentioned we want to build another 
observation lookout. It will cost about $9000.00 and involve City money “in-
kind”/Wright’s Creek partnership. 
 
11.  Don Jardine Talk on Climate Change:  Wednesday, April 8 at 7:00 pm. Doors 
open at 6:30. John will do a brief presentation on the history of Wright’s Creek 
initiatives. Michelle will introduce Don and moderate the question period.  Jeanne 
will thank him and give him a present.  Ellen will call into CBC Radio – call a week 
before the event.  Diane and Jeanne will distribute flyers at key locations and email 
to community groups and schools. Mia will do a flyer.  Katharine will bring along 
some refreshments. 
 
12. Public Facebook Page:  Jeanne has created the new page called Wright’s 
Creek Watershed and continues to fine-tune it.   If you'd like to post anything on it 
send it to Jeanne's email address:  makijeanne@gmail.com 
 
13. Preparation of Year End Report for submission to HAWC/WMF.  Michelle 
and Jill will work on this in consultation with John (Due March 31). John mentioned 
he has photos that could be used in the report. 



 
     Next meeting: TBD 
 
 
 


