
														

 
 

Wright’s Creek Committee Meeting 
October 7, 2020 
3 Oakland Drive 

 
Present:  Natalie, Kate, Sandy, Michelle, Dan, Jeanne, John, Diane, Ellen, 
Jill, Darren 
 
Purpose:  Natalie Jameson invited the committee to meet with her and 
Kate MacQuarrie to discuss next steps with respect to tree planting and 
other maintenance issues in the soon-to-be-designated natural area along 
Wright’s Creek. 
 
Introductions around the table 
 
Business 
 
1.  Michelle mentioned how we still have to get permission from Housing 
before we do anything on the land.  Kate wondered if that is the case since 
tree planting and land management do not fall under Housing.  Jeanne and 
Dan raised a point of clarification in that anything undertaken outside of the 
terms of the NAPA agreement would require permission. 
 
2.  Natalie said there are really two steps to consider: complete the 
designation, then anything agreed to can go ahead, and then if tree 
planting is an issue, Kate will assist. 
 
3.  Michelle made the point that under NAPA others might want to do 
something within the natural area.  Kate said we could get a lease that 
grants exclusivity to Wright’s Creek. 



 
Action:  If the committee thinks this is a good idea, we need to look into 
how to create an exclusivity lease. 
 
4.  At this point Darren asked if designation under NAPA is the right way to 
go.  He said urban natural areas are difficult to protect because kids and 
other community members will want to make use of the area in question 
(as was the case in Royalty Oaks). He suggested maybe we should be 
looking at establishing the area as a green space or a park instead.   
 
Discussion:  It was pointed out that Mark Arsenault has been working with 
committee members on agreement details under NAPA.   
 
Kate said the work Mark and others have put into the NAPA agreement 
could be applied to any kind of protection agreement, even if it were 
decided to go a different direction.  She said Wright’s Creek has to decide 
what outcome it wants. If we want it to be a natural protected area, nobody 
wants to set it up for failure. If the terms of the agreement are too strict, the 
committee will not be able to ensure the terms are followed.  
 
Darren said he is concerned the agreement might be too tight and wants to 
make it accessible to the community.  He says kids will go up there to drink 
and party -- It’s just a fact that they will be using it.  Darren doesn’t think a 
Natural Area is the way to go. 
 
Kate said it is clear we want to protect the area, but we must decide on the 
right mechanism.  The Natural Area is hands-off.   She suggested that 
perhaps Upton Park is a model for what we want.  FYI. This link takes you 
to the master plan for the area:  
 
https://uptonfarm.files.wordpress.com/2014/05/upton-final-2-lowres.pdfis a 
multi-use   
 
Natalie told the committee she is open to options but wants the area 
protected in perpetuity.  
 
Action: Michelle will send out the latest draft of the NAPA agreement 
details to all members of the committee and welcomes feedback from 
committee members. 
 



5. John said it would be nice to develop the existing trail system to link up 
with the other side across the bridge.  He had earlier circulated to the 
committee a written proposal outlining how this system might be set up. 
 
Discussion:  There was interest in this proposal with people agreeing it 
was worth pursuing. 
 
6.  Darren said there might be a plan to build a road across Housing 
Corporation land that would split the 28 acres in half.  
 
Discussion:  Natalie clarified that Housing understands what the natural 
area is all about and she doubts Housing would come back and decide to 
use the area for some other purpose.   
 
7.  The meeting turned to the issue of planting trees and building up the 
natural area in question.   
 
Discussion:  Natalie suggested there are ways the government could 
assist with tree planting 
 
Kate suggested one way to go was to get WC on the list for the Carbon 
Capture program, which involves planting white spruce and white pine 
trees.  She said planting these species is a way to begin planting a grassed 
area, with planting hardwoods to follow.  Under the Carbon Capture 
Program the trees are supplied and government workers take care of the 
planting. 
 
The other rationale for planting spruce and pine, Kate said, is hardwoods 
are vulnerable to mice damage.  So the idea is to start with spruce and 
pine, and then add native trees and shrubs. 
 
Jeanne pointed out white spruce trees use a lot of water and that affects 
the chances of other trees to survive.  
 
Dan said we have to think about what we would like to see in the area over 
the long term – a mixed site, high trees -- where do we want to be in 15 
years?   
 



There was discussion about also applying for Greening Spaces, which 
supplies native trees and shrubs.  This would mean using both Carbon 
Capture and Greening Spaces programs to build up the area. 
 
Motion by Darren: Let’s go with the Carbon Capture program, so we can 
get on the list right now (for trees to be planted in the spring).  (This was 
not seconded prior to vote, so not a valid motion.  Given the majority of 
those present favoured getting on the list, the directive to Kate MacQuarrie 
can stand.) 
 
Action:  Ellen has created a draft application for the Greening Spaces 
Program, so we can apply for that as well.  (Kate mentioned the program 
provides mixed hardwoods). 
 
8.  Kate suggested we should put together a trees/shrubs-planting plan, 
which identifies tree species, density, planting locations, etc.  Her 
department would cover the cost of hiring somebody to do such a plan.   
 
Action:  Jeanne will talk with Gary Schneider to see if he could do such a 
plan and how much he would charge for the service.  (Addendum:  She has 
set up a tentative meeting with Gary for Oct. 20 to walk the land and will 
confirm the time closer to the date for anyone interested in attending). 
 
9.  There was discussion about the need to build community participation in 
tree planting.  This could also build up committee membership.  The Wild 
Outside group has been in touch about helping out around the watershed.   
 
Action:  Reach out to Wild Outside, environmental clubs at UPEI and 
Holland College. 
 
10. Naming the Natural Area, consulting the Mi’kmaq and the possibility of 
the Andrews setting up an endowment fund under the Community 
Foundation.    
 
Discussion:  John clarified the intention behind the $60,000 endowment 
fund proposal.  He also pointed out that, under the Community Foundation, 
anybody could donate to the endowment. This would give the community 
an opportunity to create a sense of ownership.  
Action:   The committee is in the process of considering naming options. 
 



11.  Darren suggested a meeting be set up with Terry Bernard to go over 
all of the plans, Bird Island, restoring the estuary, etc. 
 
Action: Darren will set up a WC committee meeting with Terry (extending 
an invitation to Natalie) since he was meeting with him about Barbour’s 
Pond area. 
 
12.  John informed the committee that the project to replace the bridge on 
St. Peters Road is a go.  Work will start soon, and it includes a trail 
underpass (and possibly enough space for a boat to pass underneath the 
bridge).   
 
13.  A cheque is in the mail for the remaining WMF money and the 
additional funds from the government.  Jill will track it down and deposit the 
funds into the WC account. 
 

Adjournment 
 
Next meeting TBA 
 
	


