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Permit Application 

for 

Trail Improvements 

Andrew's Pond, Charlottetown  

 

Wright’s Creek Watershed Environmental Committee 

 

April 23, 2020 

 

Contact:  John Andrew    (902) 892-9470 or (902) 626-9470 
 

 

 
       

 Figure 1. Wright's Creek Watershed (within the blue boundary line). 
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The Wright's Creek and Andrew's Pond watercourse is an ideal location for a system of public trails. South of 

St. Peter's Road, the East Royalty Trail already connects St. Peter's Road to Acadian Drive. A branch of this 

trail runs from the creek into Hillsborough Village. The trail system north of St. Peter's Road is shown below 

as solid red lines.  

 

 

 

           
      Fig. 2 

Andrew's Pond Nature Trail    Completed trail:                    Proposed trail:  

     Sidewalk:  
 

There are several parts to this permit request: 

 
A.  Part A is for the construction of an observation platform at the edge of the water at position A in Fig. 2. 

This structure will be identical to two other structures already built at the pond, one of which is shown in 

Fig. 3. The design is provided in Appendix 1 and was finalized by a licensed professional engineer. 

BRUMAC Construction will build the platform. A short access trail was built in 2019 (see Fig. 4). The end 

of this trail may have to be modified slightly to hook up with the ramp to the platform. Any disturbed clay 
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will be mulched. The trail surface is crushed asphalt. The platform will be built on the part of property  

#191718 being deeded over to the City of Charlottetown by MacKay Construction. 

 

 
 

  Fig. 3   Observation platform at Andrew’s Pond North. 

 

    
 

 Fig 4. Access route                                                  Fig. 5.    Platform location 
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B. Part B is for a short path (approximately 15 meters long) running from the main trail to a spring, which we 

have called the “Milk Can Spring”. The path will be about 1.5 meters wide and have a crushed asphalt 

surface. An information sign will mention that this spring was used to cool milk before electric refrigeration 

was available. This spring was rejuvenated in 2012 but needs to be cleaned of garbage and made more 

accessible. Many trout have been seen in the spring in past years. This construction is on City of 

Charlottetown property ID # 936542. Exposed clay will be seeded out and mulched. 

 

           
 

                     Fig. 6. Milk Can Spring in 2012                Fig. 7. Milk Can Spring, spring 2020 

 
C. Part C is for trail construction and observation platform repositioning in the vicinity of where St. Peters 

Road crosses Andrew’s Pond. The Department of Transportation, Infrastructure and Energy (TIE) plan a 

major project in this area which will widen the highway to four lanes, provide multi-purpose trails on each 

side of the highway, and provide an underpass for the trail system under the highway. The present bridge 

and observation platform on the north side of the highway (see Fig. 8) will be removed and the trails north 

of the highway will be connected to the new multi-purpose trail on the north side of the highway. We hope 

to reinstall this platform on the south side of the new highway bridge near position C in Figure 2. The exact 

position will be determined after the highway construction. Depending on how much property is purchased 

from property #192245 for the highway, the platform may end up on government property or on property 

#192245. There will likely be need for a connector trail as shown as “C” in Fig. 2.  This will either be on 

government property or on property # 192245. Permission from the landowners will be obtained before 

the platform is moved to position C and the necessary connecting trail is built.  

 

                    

 

Fig. 8.  Platform presently on the north side of St. Peter’s 

Road. 
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D. Figure 2 shows a dotted line indicating a trail noted as “D”. There is a damp area near the north end of this 

trail where storm water tends to lodge (see Fig. 2). This may create a buffer zone that might extend to the 

area where the trail is to be built. For this reason, trail D is included in the permit request. Trail D is on 

private land (Mainly ID# 191866.  A short 10-meter section of the trail will be on property # 191718.) 

A lease agreement between the City of Charlottetown and the landowners will be signed and a copy 

submitted to the Department of Environment before the trail is constructed.  

 

Trail construction  

 

Any trail construction, except for the short path in part B, will comply with the following specifications: 

 
a. The trail width: 3 meters (City of Charlottetown trail standard.) 

b. Tree cutting will be kept to a minimum. However, bicyclists will be using the trail and trees will be 

removed for safety issues if necessary. 

c. Grades will be kept to the standards for wheelchair use when feasible.  

d. Motorized equipment of a size normally used for trail construction will be used. 

e. Culverts for storm water will be placed under the trail as required.  

f. The final trail surface will be non-erodible material. 

g. The sides of the trail will be seeded out and mulched. 

These specifications are based on the East Royalty Master Plan, which specifies the following objectives for 

trails.  

 
A trail network will link pedestrians and cyclists throughout the East Royalty Master Plan Area along natural 

features, stormwater ponds, developed open spaces and parks. Where necessary or desirable, the trail network 

may run along Local Streets or Collector Roads and will change in character as it travels through various features 

depending on adjacent land uses. The following are objectives to be achieved for the trail network: 

 

• Landscape grading along existing creeks, stormwater management facilities and drainage swales will provide 

a linear network that will be the basis of much of the trail network. 

• The trail network will accommodate cyclists and pedestrians, and will provide links to on‐street bicycle lanes 

and sidewalks along roads. 

• Trails should have a minimum width of 3.0 meters, where possible. 

• Trail design will be based on each site’s sensitivity in order to minimize environmental impacts. 

• Grades, where possible, should be under five percent. Sustained grades should be limited to 2% or 3%. 

• Curb‐cuts should be provided at all road crossings to improve accessibility. 

• Trails should be clearly signed regarding permitted use and speed. Wayfinding signage should be provided 

throughout the trail network (including the on and off‐street components). 

• Trails should be designed to reflect safe passage and restrict access to neighbourhood properties. 
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• Benches, waste and recycling receptacles, lighting, bicycle racks and natural or built shade structures should 

be provided at trail heads and at regular intervals along the trails. 

• Trails located in proximity to sensitive natural features or adjacent to stormwater management facilities 

should incorporate interpretive signage at various locations to promote stewardship initiatives that will 

protect and enhance the features and functions of the natural environment.  

• Where trails intersect with motorized vehicle infrastructure or roads, clear signage and safety features will be 

provided for the safety of both the trail user and motorized vehicle user. 

Figure 9 shows a trail constructed beside Andrew’s Pond North in 2019 following these guidelines. 

  

 

 

 

 

                                              Fig. 9  Trail constructed in 2019 

In addition to the above work, we also plan to install benches and signage along the trails. 

 

Permit end date 
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The completion date for the work is unknown at the present time. Hopefully, parts A, B and D will be 

completed in 2020. The widening of St. Peters Road by TIE was scheduled for completion in 2020. We are 

requesting that the permit run to Dec 31, 2021 in case COVID-19 delays the work. 
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Appendix 1 

Observation Platform Diagram 

 

 


