
 

     
 

Committee Meeting – February 6, 2020  
Minutes 

 
 

Present: John, Michelle, Natalie, Mia, Diane, Jill 
 
1.  Discussion regarding the field above Wright's Creek and below Hunter Lane in 
light of pending housing development and concerns about the lack of measures 
in place to guard against erosion and run-off. 
 

John presented us with a map of the field area, which identifies where berms and 
wetlands might be located to ensure run-off sinks into the soil.  The map also 
marks the location of the storm sewer, the swamp filled in during the 1950s and 
suggestions for a 60-meter buffer zone all along the waterway area (see 
attached). 
 
He suggested a number of alternating berms and wetlands be created along the 
red lines (see map) just below the storm sewer area in order to ensure run-off 
sinks into the soil.  In the past he has noticed silt built up overlaying parts of the 
trail, which demonstrates the seriousness of the problem. The storm sewer 
dumps into the stream. If we find the resources, engineers would have to develop 
wetland that would take the storm water from berms to engineered wetlands. This 
should be built it into the housing development plan 
 
Diane suggested we should look at creating a 60-meter buffer zone on both sides 
of the creek area. 
 
John also mentioned that Belmont Rd at the bottom of the field area used to be a 
public property and that perhaps the City would allocate the area back to Wright’s 
Creek – creating a buffer zone along that area.  A trail along Belmont Rd and 
then along Acadian Drive would mean people could bike in what would become a 
local loop after the trail along Riverside Drive is in place.  
 



 
John has been in touch with Paul Strain (Department of Transportation – 
Cornwall Bypass planning) and Jonathan Platts with Ducks Unlimited regarding 
wetlands mitigating run-off.  He is expecting to hear back from them in the next 
few days. 
 

2.  Gary Schneider’s Report:   
 

Committee members expressed the need to share his findings and 
recommendations with the Housing Corporation and with the Department of 
Environment as an appendage to a letter of concern Michelle is writing to both 
governments.  The letter will ask that erosion control mechanisms be put in place 
as a critical part of any plans to develop housing within the field.  It will also 
suggest that our committee is hoping to be consulted at the beginning of the 
planning stages (and as the development proceeds). 
 
People felt it would be good to announce the Wright’s Creek Committee’s actions 
to protect the watershed area in conjunction with the Housing Corporation’s 
announcement of its development plan.  If the province embedded anti-erosion 
measures within its call for submissions and planning requirements, it is an 
opportunity to use the development as a model for good environmental 
stewardship.   
 
Natalie asked who bears the cost of doing the work necessary to prevent field 
erosion (as identified in Gary’s report). John said it is usually the watershed with 
city involvement and joint action with provincial government.   

 
3.  Who to send the letter to? (Attach Gary’s report to letter and copies)  

 
Natalie advised to send it to Cody Clinton, Policy Analyst Social Development and 
Housing in the Minister’s Office 
 
Copy:  Ernie Hudson (Minister of Social Development and Housing) and Brad 
Trivers (Minister of Environment).  Hudson is responsible for the Housing 
Corporation, which shares the responsibility for social housing in the province with 
local housing authorities and provincial government. The role of the housing 
authority in each region is to provide day-to-day management of housing for low-
income individuals and families in each of nine PEI communities.  

 
4.  Proposal to EcoAction:   
 

We agreed to hire Gary Schneider (MacPhail’s Forest) to prepare our application 
to Environment Canada’s EcoAction Community Funding Program at a fee of 
$1000.00.  The submission deadline is March 3. 



 
As per requirements of the Eco-Action Fund program, the project would have to 
cost $50,000.00 ($25,000 from the fund, $25,000 from a matching partner(s).  
Partners must be non-federal government agencies.  Since the City is covering 
costs associated with Barbour’s Pond project, perhaps the Province would 
contribute the matching $25,000 to go along with the federal funding from Eco-
Action (if we are successful). 

 
5.  Discussion about applying for the Provincial Youth Job program. 
 

Some concern expressed about the requirement to supervise the students and the 
attending paperwork involved.  It was suggested that HRA might assume the 
supervision role, since the students tend to work together.  
 

        HRA will also be applying to the provincial program (application deadline March    
        31st 
 
6.  Hiring a coordinator 
 

Members thought we should table the idea for now, while we see what happens 
with our meetings and applications for funding 

 
By the by, John mentioned that once the trail is finished, we can hold an opening 
day and invite the public 
 

7.  Researching where to get tree donations from Forestry (Jill, Mia and Diane, 
perhaps Katharine) – for the Field buffer zone project 
 

Also put in applications to Tree Canada’s Green Streets program 
(https://treecanada.ca/news-releases/the-greening-of-main-street-300000-in-
funding-available-immediately-for-municipalities/)  
 
The province of PEI should be able to help with some of the plants – and perhaps 
even the planting (the Carbon Capture Tree Planting Program 
https://eservices.princeedwardisland.ca/en/service/649  (doesn’t seem to be a 
deadline) 
 
Talk with Frank Quinn regarding the buffer area 
 

8.  Spring Garbage collection day – Natalie will organize 
 
9.  Note:  John will be receiving his award at City Council, Monday, Feb 10 at 5:00 
pm. Come a bit early. 
 

https://treecanada.ca/news-releases/the-greening-of-main-street-300000-in-funding-available-immediately-for-municipalities/
https://treecanada.ca/news-releases/the-greening-of-main-street-300000-in-funding-available-immediately-for-municipalities/
https://eservices.princeedwardisland.ca/en/service/649


10.  Natalie advised the Wrights Creek Bridge probably wouldn’t get done this 
year. 
 
11.  Natalie mentioned that the Province and the City are building a path from the 
hospital to St. Peter’s Rd – cost sharing it. 
 
Adjourned. 
 
 
Next meeting: Monday, February 17, 6:30 pm, 3 Oakland Drive (John and 
Christine’s Home) 


