
 

1 
 

 

Proposal for a Heritage Trail along Wright’s Creek 

by 

John Andrew 

Co-Chair, Wright’s Creek Watershed Environmental Committee 

October 2, 2020 

Introduction 

The closure of the East Royalty waste water treatment lagoons, the plan to properly cap the East 

Royalty Land Fill, the designation of a large area on the south side of Wright’s Creek as a Natural Area 

and the planned donation of the Andrew’s Mills property to Holland College, introduce the possibility 

of creating an new PEI Heritage and Recreation Facility, referred to here as the PEI Heritage Trail.  The 

facility would highlight the geographic, cultural, historical and economic aspects of PEI in a way that 

encourages an appreciation of nature and healthy outdoor recreation.  There would be two 

components to the facility: 

1. A reception area at the former East Royalty lagoon site that would be outdoors with short trails 

leading from a parking area to a series of well spaced “pods”. The pods would have a floor, no 

walls and a roof, with signage around the edges, and a view of Wright’s Creek.  See the red 

circles in Figure 1 and the view from this area in Figure 2. The pods would have information on 

topics such as PEI geography, culture, economy, governance, and flora and fauna, for example. 

2. A 3.1 Km trail running around the southern portion of Wright’s Creek (see Figure 4). The trail 

would have a series of signs connecting the more general PEI information in the pods to specific 

geographical, cultural, economic and governance aspects of the areas the trail passes through.  

There is a microcosm of PEI history along Wright’s Creek. The trails would provide a wonderful 

recreational resource with exceptional water views and an abundance of wildlife. 

It is proposed that the facility be free to use and be open year-round. There would be no clearing of 

the trails in winter, but snowshoeing and cross-country skiing would be an added possibility in winter. 

The facility would not be staffed although security cameras could be used around the reception area. 

Toilets would be needed in the reception area and possibly at a couple of points along the trail. 
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Figure 1   Google photo of the southern part of Wright’s Creek.  The red circles are possible location of pods. 

 

  

Figure 2.  View looking south-east from the proposed reception area at low tide in September. The picture was 

taken standing at high tide level.  The pods would be a couple of meters higher and allow a better view of the 

marsh and water.  
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Reception Area 

The pods could be designed to discuss topics such as PEI: 

• Geography, Environment and Climate Change 

• Cultural Background, Settlement History 

• Economy 

• Governance 

• Flora and Fauna 

There would be enough information in this area to give those who visited only this area an understanding of PEI. 

The displays should not be lengthy. Perhaps a series of pictures or drawings with captions providing information 

that has a chance of being remembered. It should be designed to be appreciated by school children, adults, and 

visitors to the Island. The information in the pods at this location should be general PEI information, not be 

information related to the area around Wright’s Creek.  

The information at each pod could cover topics such as: 

PEI Geography, Environment and Climate Change – outlining our geographic changes since the last ice age and 

discussing possible scenarios about climate change effects on PEI 

• Our original connection to the mainland 

• The development of PEI as an Island 

• The sandstone-based composition of our rock and soils 

• Change from a largely forested land to largely cleared for farming 

• Our potable water supply 

• Erosion and Climate change 

 

PEI Cultural Background – outlining our cultural background depicting 

• Settlement and use of the land by the Mi'kmaq. 

• First European discovery said to have been by John Cabot in 1497 

• First French settlements 

• The deportation of the Acadians 

• Settlement by the English  

• Major immigration from England, Scotland, and Ireland. 

• More recent cultural influences, Dutch in the 1950s, Lebanese, Chinese and others  

 

The PEI Economy – outlining changes from  

• Self-sustaining Mi'kmaq 

• Trading and fur trapping of the 1700s 

• Largely self-sustaining small farms 

• The shipbuilding industry 

• Fox farming 
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• Switch from small family farms to larger farming enterprises 

• The fishing industry 

• The emergence of tourism 

• Our manufacturing, biomedical and avionics industries 

• The internet and working online anywhere from PEI 

Governance – outlining changes from  

• Mi'kmaq culture  

• French and English colonies 

• Holland mapping into 67 lots and three counties each with a County Town.  

• Absentee landowners, land purchase by renters 

• Joining Canada 

• Operation as a province 

Flora and Fauna – how it has changed over time 

• Forest coverage after the ice age 

• Abundance of fish brought seasonal inhabitants from Europe. 

• Fur trade with the Mi'kmaq 

• Clearing of the land for farming 

• Native animals, what we have and don’t have (e.g. no deer, moose, or bears) 

• Native and invasive plants 

• Fish and shellfish 

Note: The above pods would give brief outlines of topics.  Too much detail will turn people off. Hopefully, the 

PEI Museum and Heritage Foundation, or possibly Parks Canada could partner with the City or undertake the 

project and could provide information for the signage at the pods. The above is only an initial draft of possible 

topics. 

The woods where the pods would be located would be cleared of fallen trees and thinned out. 

The location will be attractive. There is a beautiful view up the marsh area toward the Hillsborough River   

(Figure 2).  

The Trail System 

The opportunity to walk trails along Wright’s Creek is a very important part of the proposed project. 

There is already a system of trails on the north side of St. Peters Road in the Andrew’s Pond North 

area, as well as a trail on the south side of Wright’s Creek running from St. Peters Road to Acadian 

Drive (see Figure 3). A pedestrian underpass is being built under St. Peters Road to connect the two 

trail systems. Additional trails are on the east side of the former land fill area and along the former 

Belmont Road leading to Hillsborough Park. A detailed description of the trails in place is available at 

www.wrightscreek.ca.    

The proposed PEI Heritage Trail would utilize the trail on the south side of Wright’s Creek through the 

new Natural Area combined with a new trail on the north side of Wrights Creek from Andrew’s Mills to 

http://www.wrightscreek.ca/
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Acadian Drive. This trail would encircle the southern part of Wright’s Creek and is shown in Figure 4. 

The Creek would be crossed at the wooden bridge on Acadian Drive and at the milldam for Andrew’s 

Pond South. A new 120-foot-long bridge would be needed as shown. There is a further possibility of 

including a circular trail around Andrew’s Pond South and the trails around Andrew’s Pond North in the 

Heritage Trail, but this is not shown in Figure 4. The trail would be built to accommodate at least a 

meter of sea level rise, perhaps more. In 2021 the pods could be moved to much higher ground in the 

land fill area if necessary. Once Andrew’s Mills is deeded over to Holland College and the City, the 

entire trail system would be on land owned by the City of Charlottetown, Holland College, and the 

Province. 

 

 

Figure 3.  Present Trail System. The underpass under St. Peters Road will be built in the fall of 2020. 
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Figure 4.  Proposed 3.1 Km Heritage Trail 

Trail Signage 

As previously mentioned, the trail system would have a series of signs and displays that would tie into 

the displays presented in the various pods at the reception area. 

There are already over a dozen signs in place along Wright’s Creek trails that were designed and 

installed by the Wright’s Creek Watershed Environmental Committee.   These could be kept or 

revamped to follow a common standard.  Go to https://wrightscreek.ca/previous-projects.  Download 

the Wright’s Creek Signs 2018 pdf to see signage already along Wright’s Creek trails.  More information 

is available at: https://wrightscreek.ca/heritage-river-story-maps. Click on the link and go to Items 29 

to 41 under the Cultural tab and item 6 under the Recreational tab for Wright’s Creek contributions.  

Other signage could be added. The following tables give an idea of how the signage could relate to the 

topics in the pods. The signs should be informative but interesting at the same time.  

New foot bridge 

https://wrightscreek.ca/previous-projects
https://wrightscreek.ca/heritage-river-story-maps
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Figure 5.   View up Wright’s Creek from the wooden bridge at high tide. 

 

Figure 6. View of the Hillsborough River from the wooden bridge. The mouth of Wright’s Creek is in the 

foreground and the far side of the Hillsborough River is at the horizon. 
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Heading Topics Pod(s) Location 

Heartz Family The Heartz Family owned a large farm 
including Binstead. They 
-Introduced Holstein cattle to PEI, 
-Donated several significant buildings to 
Charlottetown area, 
-Owned 20% of the shares in the 
Merchants Bank of PEI 

Economy Land fill area 

Waste management Private dumps used prior to regional 
garbage collection starting in the 1960s. 
This 65-acre property was purchased and 
used as a regional dump in the 1970s.  
Large area of the marsh lands were filled 
in including all around an island that gave 
the creek its name of Rivière de l'île au 
Foin (River of the Isle of Hay) in the French 
times and Bird Island Creek in the late 
1700s and early 1800s. 
Dump site to be recapped by the City of 
Charlottetown  

Environment 
 

Land Fill area 

Fishing in the 
Hillsborough River 

-A discussion of the shellfish harvest in the 
Hillsborough and the dozens of fishers 
who depend on this income. 
-Improvements to wastewater -
management by Charlottetown and 
Stratford is avoiding periodic closure. 
-Salmon being reintroduced to 
Hillsborough 
-Smelt fishing 

Economy By wooden 
bridge 

Local history of area 
near wooden bridge 

Sign already present covering ten points of 
historical interest near the wooden bridge 
 

Cultural On wooden 
bridge 

Osprey sign Information about ospreys who have a 
nest at the wooden bridge. Sign already in 
place. 

Flora and 
Fauna 

On wooden 
bridge 

Belmont Road sign - Early winter transportation using horse 
and sleighs on river ice.  
-Belmont Road was an access to the 
Hillsborough from the Charlottetown area 

Economy At Belmont 
Road 
(At border of 
the new natural 
area.) 

Hillsborough River 
sign 

Sign about the Hillsborough being one of 
Canada’s Heritage rivers 

Cultural At the wooden 
bridge 
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Heading Topics Pod(s) Location 

Natural Area sign Sign with a map of the new 28- acre,     
1.1- Km natural area along Wright’s Creek  

Environment At Belmont 
Road and at 
border with 
Andrew’s Mills 
property 

Tree signs Pointing out various Acadian Forest trees 
along the trail through the natural area. 
Several already in place. 

Environment Along trail 
through the 
natural area 

Storm water erosion Sign where storm water from higher 
ground in the natural area and open land 
above is eroding the bank as it enters the 
creek. 

Environment Along natural 
area trail 

Sign about the farms 
along the creek 

There has already been a sign drafted 
about the Belmont and Royalty Lake View 
farms that operated in the Hillsborough 
Park area prior to urban development. 

Economy On the City trail 
near Andrew’s 
Mills 

Sign about the Bird 
Island/Wright’s and 
Andrew’s Mills 

Discusses the mills and mill property from 
the purchase of the land by John 
Cambridge in 1887 to the present time. 

Economy Already on a 
lookout near 
Andrew’s Mill 
dam. 

Sign about the 
importance and 
number of water 
mills on PEI 

Discusses the hundreds of water mills 
used for power on PEI before electricity 
became available, and before lumber, 
flour and woollen yarn became available 
from off-Island. 

Economy At Andrew’s 
Mills 

Early automobile 
transportation 

This sign is already written and is a 
children’s story about a 1914 Cadillac car 
coming to PEI, the automobile rules of the 
day and her experiences as the Andrew 
family car. 

Economy At the Andrew 
Dam 

East Royalty History This sign is on an observation platform at 
Andrew’s Pond North and relates two 
dozen interesting notes of early East 
Royalty history 

Economy Already at 
Andrew’s Pond 
North 

John Cambridge A short biography of John Cambridge who 
bought 330 acres along Bird Island Creek 
in 1787, built the first mills, and ran into 
considerable difficulty as he did business 
as  a Quaker confronting the somewhat 
lesser standards of government officials of 
the day. He ended up owning nearly 10% 
of PEI 

Economy At Andrew’s 
Mills 
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Heading Topics Pod(s) Location 

Ice Cutting A sign, already written, about cutting ice 
at Andrew’s Pond. There may be a 
possibility of having a display of ice cutting 
equipment. 

Economy At Andrew’s 
Mills 

George Wright A short biography of George Wright, 
owner of the mill property, who held 
many responsibilities within the colony 
including Surveyor General, Commander 
of the Militia, Judge and Member of the 
Executive Council. He ran the colony many 
times when the Governor went back to 
England for months at a time. 

Governance At Andrew’s 
Mills 

Signs about beavers 
and waterfowl 

These signs are already in place along 
Andrew’s Pond North trails. 

Flora and 
Fauna 

Andrew’s Pond 
North 

Sign about the 
biology of pond 
water 

Pictures and descriptions of the organisms 
found in pond water, being prepared by 
the Environmental Studies program at 
Holland College 

Flora and 
Fauna 

Andrew’s Pond 
North 

Fox farming on PEI A short history of fox farming on PEI and 
of the six fox farms in East Royalty. There 
is already a sign by Andrew’s Pond North 

Economy At a former fox 
farm on the 
proposed trail 
(at the end of 
Cambridge St.) 

Sign about the value 
of wetlands 

A short discussion about the importance 
of wetlands to the environment. 

Environment Along the 
Wright’s Creek 
marshlands  

A short sign about 
Belmont Lake Lodge 

The Andrew Family “kept” tourists for 
nearly half a century. The sign would 
reproduce a very complementary review 
in the local paper by a client in the 1930s 

Economy - 
Tourism 

By the house at 
Andrew’s Mills 

The first Brewery on 
PEI 

The story of the first brewery on PEI Economy At the site at 
Andrew’s Mills  

For further information contact: 

 


