Toward The Lord – Holy Grounds Bible Study
Matthew Chapters 21–28
“From the King’s Arrival to the King’s Authority”
Opening Framing (Podcast Introduction)
Welcome to Toward The Lord – Holy Grounds Bible Study, where we take off our shoes, set down our baggage, and walk humbly on holy ground before the Lord.  The metaphorical reasoning of a train with the conductor being the Holy Spirit and the Chief Baggage Handler being… well go figure….Me.  The idea being we are always on our way to a new creation once we allow ourselves to become selfless and carry our cross with Jesus. The train itself has unlimited seats, and the cost is covered by the blood of Jesus.  As the Chief Baggage Handler, I will handle all your baggage so you can focus on a new version of yourself. 
“As we step into these final chapters of Matthew, I want to invite you not to rush. Many of us know how the story ends—but still haven’t let it finish its work in us…”
Before we get started let’s pray:
Opening Prayer – Toward The Lord: Holy Grounds Bible Study
Father God,
We come before You now with humble hearts and open hands.
We pause, we breathe, and we acknowledge that You are here.
Just as You told Moses to take off his shoes because the ground was holy,
we choose to slow down and recognize that this moment is sacred.
Lord, many of us are carrying baggage—
burdens of fear, disappointment, doubt, grief, pride, shame, or exhaustion.
Some of it we picked up ourselves.
Some of it was placed on us by others.
And some of it we’ve been carrying for so long, we forgot it was never meant to be ours.
So right now, we lay it down before You.
As we open Your Word in Matthew chapters 21 through 28,
we ask You to open our hearts even wider.
Let us not just hear about Jesus—
let us encounter Him.
Jesus, You are the King who entered Jerusalem in humility.
You are the Savior who carried the cross in obedience.
You are the Lord who conquered death in power.
And You are the risen Christ who still walks with us today.
Holy Spirit, guide this time.
Quiet distractions.
Soften hardened places.
Convict where needed.
Comfort where wounds are still tender.
And strengthen us to follow You—not just in belief, but in obedience.
Lord, we don’t want religion without relationship.
We don’t want knowledge without transformation.
We don’t want to leave this study the same way we came.
Teach us what it means to walk toward the Lord.
Teach us how to lay down our baggage.
Teach us how to recognize holy ground when we’re standing on it.
We surrender this time to You.
Have Your way in us and through us.
In the powerful, resurrected name of Jesus we pray,
Amen.
Today we are entering the final movement of the Gospel of Matthew—chapters 21 through 28. These chapters bring us face‑to‑face with the heart of Christianity:
Who Jesus is, why He came, and what it means to follow Him after the resurrection.
This is not just history.
This is confrontation.
This is invitation.
This is commissioning.
Matthew does not rush us to the cross. He walks us there, step by step, asking one central question along the way:
What will you do with Jesus?
Matthew 21 – The King Arrives, and the Conflict Begins
This keeps your original theological anchors and integrates the expanded material naturally, without sounding like an add‑on.
Matthew 21 – The King Arrives, and the Conflict Begins (Blended & Expanded)
Matthew 21 opens with what we often call the Triumphal Entry—but this moment is far more complex than celebration alone.
Jesus approaches Jerusalem fully aware of what lies ahead. The cross is not a surprise. Betrayal is not an accident. Still, He enters the city—not on a war horse, not surrounded by soldiers—but riding on a donkey, fulfilling the words of the prophet Zechariah:
“Behold, your King is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey.”
How Jesus enters tells us what kind of King He is.
The crowds line the road, laying down cloaks and palm branches, shouting,
“Hosanna to the Son of David!”
Hosanna means “save us now.”
They want rescue.
They want relief.
They want deliverance.
But here is the tension that Matthew immediately places before us:
They want deliverance without surrender.
They want a King who will change their circumstances without confronting their hearts.
And if we’re honest, that tension still lives in us today.
Many of us come to Jesus asking Him to fix things—
our anxiety, our pain, our relationships, our exhaustion—
while quietly holding onto baggage He’s asking us to lay down.
As Chief Baggage Handler, this is where we pause and ask:
What kind of King are we expecting Jesus to be?
One who simply carries our baggage—
or one who lovingly invites us to set it down?
The Temple Cleansing: When Jesus Disrupts What We Protect
After the cheers fade, Jesus goes straight to the temple.
Not to the palace.
Not to confront Rome.
But to God’s house.
There, He overturns the tables of the money changers and declares:
“My house shall be called a house of prayer, but you make it a den of robbers.”
This is not a loss of control.
This is holy authority.
The temple had become a place where:
· Worship was monetized
· Access to God was restricted
· The poor were burdened
· Religion became heavy
Jesus does not just cleanse hearts—
He cleanses systems.
He confronts religion that profits from burdening people.
In this moment, Jesus is literally removing baggage from God’s house—baggage placed there by those who turned worship into weight.
And this challenges us deeply.
· What tables might Jesus overturn today?
· What baggage have we normalized in God’s house?
· What have we protected that quietly keeps people from encountering God?
Sometimes the heaviest baggage we carry isn’t personal sin—
it’s religious weight we were never meant to bear.
Healing After the Tables Fall
Matthew tells us that after the tables are overturned, something beautiful happens.
The blind and the lame come to Jesus in the temple, and He heals them.
When the baggage is removed, healing has room to move.
The ones previously pushed aside—the overlooked, the excluded—are suddenly able to approach Jesus freely.
This reveals something vital about holy ground:
Holy ground is not guarded by control.
Holy ground is revealed when barriers are removed.
Children Crying “Hosanna”
Then children begin crying out in the temple,
“Hosanna to the Son of David!”
And the religious leaders are furious.
Why?
Because children praise without performance.
Without credentials.
Without reputation to protect.
Jesus affirms their praise.
God is not impressed by polished religion.
He delights in honest worship.
Sometimes the baggage we carry is the pressure to look spiritual instead of becoming surrendered.
Children don’t carry that weight.
The Fig Tree: Leaves Without Fruit
The chapter closes with one of the most unsettling moments—
Jesus curses a fig tree that has leaves but no fruit.
This is not about failure.
It is about appearance without obedience.
Leaves promise fruit—but there is nothing there.
Jesus warns us:
· Activity is not intimacy
· Visibility is not vitality
· Knowledge is not obedience
A tree can look alive and still be barren.
So, we must ask ourselves gently, but honestly:
· Where do we look fruitful but avoid obedience?
· Where have we substituted appearance for surrender?
· What baggage are we carrying that keeps us from bearing real fruit?
Matthew 21 – An Invitation
Matthew 21 confronts us before it comforts us.
It asks: Will you receive Jesus as King on His terms?
Will you allow Him to flip tables—
even the ones you built?
Will you let Him remove baggage—
even the kind that feels familiar?
Because the same King who enters in humility
also carries authority.
And He is still walking into temples today—
including the temples of our hearts.


Matthew 22 – Authority Questioned, Truth Revealed
In Matthew 22, Jesus tells parables that expose the religious leaders’ hearts. The Parable of the Wedding Feast shows that many are invited, but few are willing to come on God’s terms.
Then come the traps:
· “Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar?”
· “What about the resurrection?”
· “Which commandment is the greatest?”
Jesus answers with wisdom that silences His challengers.
He reminds us:
· Render to Caesar what is Caesar’s
· Render to God what is God’s
And what belongs to God?
Everything.
Jesus then summarizes the law:
Love the Lord your God
Love your neighbor as yourself
Religion loves complexity.
Jesus calls us back to devotion.
Matthew 23 – Woes, Warning, and Grief
Matthew 23 is one of the most sobering chapters in Scripture.
Jesus pronounces seven woes on the scribes and Pharisees—not out of hatred, but heartbreak.
They:
· Load heavy burdens on others
· Love titles and recognition
· Clean the outside but ignore the inside
· Honor prophets they would have killed
Jesus says:
“You shut the kingdom of heaven in people’s faces.”
This is a warning to anyone who teaches, leads, or represents God: Do not become a gatekeeper where God meant you to be a guide.
The chapter ends with Jesus weeping over Jerusalem:
“How often I wanted to gather your children as a hen gathers her chicks, but you were not willing.”
God’s judgment always comes with grief.
He does not delight in rejection—He mourns it.
· Acknowledge the discomfort of these words
· Affirm that Jesus’ rebuke comes from grief, not cruelty
· Reconnect to baggage: how leaders sometimes pass pain downward
Matthew 24–25 – Watchfulness, Readiness, and Faithfulness
These chapters form what is often called the Olivet Discourse.
Jesus speaks about:
· The destruction of the temple
· False messiahs
· Persecution
· His return
The key theme is not fear—it is faithfulness.
He tells parables:
· Ten virgins waiting for the bridegroom
· Talents entrusted to servants
· Sheep and goats separated by their response to the vulnerable
Jesus makes this clear:
Faith is not proven by words
Faith is revealed by preparation and compassion
In Matthew 25, the King says:
“Whatever you did for the least of these, you did for Me.”
Toward The Lord is not just about belief, it’s about movement toward obedience.
· Clarification that Jesus emphasizes faithfulness over fear
· Application to: 
· Burnout
· Performative Christianity
· Compassion fatigue
· A slower walk through “the least of these”

Matthew 26 – The Weight of Betrayal and Obedience
Matthew 26 takes us into the darkest night.
We see:
· A woman anoint Jesus with costly oil
· Judas plotting betrayal
· The Last Supper
· Gethsemane
In the garden, Jesus prays:
“Not as I will, but as You will.”
This is the turning point of salvation history.
Obedience here is not easy.
It is costly.
It is lonely.
The disciples fall asleep.
Jesus sweats blood.
This moment teaches us:
Spiritual victory is often won alone in prayer before it is seen in public power.
You can:
· Slow down Jesus’ prayer
· Reflect on obedience that feels unanswered
· Connect to listeners praying alone, unseen, exhausted
This section benefits greatly from silence, pacing, and reflection.
Matthew 27 – The Cross: Where Justice and Mercy Meet
Matthew 27 brings us to the cross.
Jesus is mocked, beaten, and crucified.
Darkness covers the land.
The veil of the temple is torn.
The earth shakes.
The cross is not an accident.
It is God’s answer to sin.
At the cross:
· Justice is satisfied
· Mercy is released
· Access to God is restored
A Roman centurion declares:
“Truly this was the Son of God.”
The King is buried in a borrowed tomb.
Silence follows.
Why this works
Silence honors the weight of the cross.
Matthew 28 – Resurrection and Commission
But silence is not the end.
Matthew 28 opens with an earthquake and an empty tomb.
The angel says:
“He is not here. He has risen.”
Resurrection changes everything:
· Fear becomes worship
· Doubt becomes devotion
· Failure becomes mission
Jesus meets His disciples and gives the Great Commission:
“Go and make disciples of all nations…”
He ends with this promise:
“I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”
This is where Toward The Lord lives. Not just coming to Jesus— But walking with Him, carrying others toward Him too.
Closing Reflection (Podcast Outro)
Matthew 21–28 shows us:
· A King who confronts religion
· A Savior who carries the cross
· A Lord who conquers death
· A Presence who never leaves
The question is no longer:
Who is Jesus?
The question is:
What will you do now that He is risen?
Lay down your baggage.
Take off your shoes.
You are standing on holy ground.
Let’s close, as we always do, with a prayer
Closing Prayer – Toward The Lord: Holy Grounds Bible Study
Father God,
Thank You for meeting us here.
Thank You for Your Word that is living and active.
Thank You for Jesus—
the King who came humbly,
the Savior who carried the cross,
and the Lord who walked out of the grave.
As we close this time, we ask that what You have planted in us
would not remain as words alone,
but would take root in our hearts
and bear fruit in our lives.
Lord, help us not to pick back up the baggage
You invited us to lay down.
Give us courage to walk lighter,
freer,
and more obedient than when we arrived.
Teach us to recognize holy ground
not only in moments like this,
but in our homes,
our workplaces,
our relationships,
and our daily choices.
Jesus, You told us You would be with us always—
and we hold tightly to that promise.
When faith feels fragile, remind us You are near.
When obedience feels costly, remind us You are faithful.
When the road feels uncertain, remind us You have already gone before us.
Send us out now—not as spectators,
but as disciples.
Not weighed down by fear,
but carried by hope.
Not focused on ourselves,
but attentive to the least, the lost, and the overlooked.
May our lives quietly proclaim:
He is risen.
And may our steps clearly show
that we are walking toward the Lord.
We surrender all of this to You.
In the powerful, victorious, resurrected name of Jesus we pray,
Amen.
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