TTL Holy Grounds Bible Study 
Comprehensive Guide for Group or Individual Study
1. Introduction
Begin with an overview of the Book of Matthew, discussing its authorship, audience, date, and purpose. Highlight Matthew’s focus on Jesus as the Messiah and fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy.
2. Outline of Matthew
· Chapters 1–2: The Birth and Early Life of Jesus
Matthew Chapter 1 — The Identity and Birth of the King
1. The Genealogy of Jesus (Matthew 1:1–17)
Matthew intentionally structures the genealogy to show God’s hand guiding Isreal’s history toward Christ. 
a) Purpose and Meaning
· Establishes Jesus as the legal heir to David’s throne, fulfilling Messianic promises.
2 Samuel 7:12–16
God promises David:
A descendant from his own body
An established kingdom
A throne that will endure forever
“Your house and your kingdom shall endure forever before Me; your throne shall be      established forever.”
Why this matters:
This covenant establishes legal and divine legitimacy. The promise goes beyond Solomon and anticipates an eternal king, which later prophets identify as the Messiah.
Connects Jesus to Abraham, emphasizing God’s covenant and redemptive plan.
God’s covenant with Abraham promised that through his Seed, all nations would be blessed (Genesis 12:3; 22:18). The New Testament identifies this Seed as Jesus Christ (Galatians 3:16). Matthew highlights Abraham in Jesus’ genealogy to show that Christ is the fulfillment of God’s redemptive plan—not an afterthought, but the intended means by which salvation would reach the world.
Key Teaching Themes to Emphasize
Redemption was planned from Genesis
Jesus fulfills the Abrahamic Covenant
Salvation is global, not ethnic
Faith, not law, is the means of inheritance
· Includes women with complicated backgrounds (Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, Bathsheba), highlighting God’s grace and sovereignty.
Matthew’s inclusion of Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and Bathsheba demonstrates that God’s redemptive plan advances through grace rather than moral perfection. These women show that God sovereignly works through broken lives, social outsiders, and human failure to bring forth the Messiah, emphasizing that salvation has always depended on God’s faithfulness, not human merit.
1. Tamar (Genesis 38) — Grace in the Midst of Moral Failure
Background
Tamar was widowed twice and denied justice by Judah.
She resorted to deception to secure offspring.
Her situation involved sexual scandal and family dysfunction.
Why Matthew Includes Her
Tamar’s son Perez becomes part of the Messianic line.
God advances His covenant despite Judah’s failure, not because of his righteousness.
Key Themes
Fulfillment of prophecy
God working through imperfect people
Jesus as the promised Messiah and King
Study Insight Matthew intentionally structures the genealogy to show God’s hand guiding Israel’s history toward Christ.
2. The Birth of Jesus Christ (Matthew 1:18–25)
Key Events
· Mary is found to be with child through the Holy Spirit.
· Joseph, described as righteous, plans to divorce her quietly.
· An angel appears to Joseph in a dream, affirming the divine origin of the child.
· Jesus is named “Immanuel” — God with us.
· More concise on the page
· More consistent in structure
· Easier to scan aloud or discuss in a group
Below is a refined version of the same content with improved formatting, tighter wording, and a smoother flow—without changing the theology or meaning.
What does “God with us” mean for daily life today?
(Matthew 1:23 — “Immanuel”)
“God with us” means that God is present, personal, and actively involved in everyday life—not distant or detached.
God is present in everyday life
God’s presence is not limited to worship services or crises. He is with us in ordinary routines, work, relationships, decisions, and quiet moments. Daily life is lived with God, not apart from Him.
God is near in suffering and uncertainty
Jesus entered a broken and painful world. Because God chose to be “with us,” hardship does not mean abandonment. God remains present in difficult seasons, offering comfort, guidance, and strength.
God’s presence encourages trust instead of fear
Knowing that God is with us gives courage when outcomes are unclear. Confidence comes not from control, but from God’s nearness. Believers can take faithful steps forward, trusting God to walk with them.
 God’s presence transforms obedience into relationship
“God with us” means faith is relational, not transactional. Obedience flows from knowing God is near, not from trying to earn His favor. Daily choices become responses to His presence.
God with us means we are never alone
Through Christ, God’s presence is ongoing and personal. He guides, strengthens, corrects, and sustains His people in every season of life.
Summary:
“God with us” assures believers that they are never alone, never unseen, and never outside God’s care. His presence brings peace, purpose, and hope to everyday life.
Key Themes
· Obedience and faith
· Divine intervention
· Fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy
The Isaiah prophecy Matthew highlights is Isaiah 7:14, which foretells the virgin birth and names the coming child “Immanuel,” meaning “God with us.” Matthew quotes this prophecy to show that Jesus’ birth fulfills God’s sovereign plan of redemption, demonstrating that salvation is initiated by God’s grace, not human righteousness.
Optional Supporting Isaiah Texts (If You Want to Expand)
Isaiah 9:6–7 — The child who reigns on David’s throne
Isaiah 11:1 — The Branch from Jesse (Davidic line)
These complement Isaiah 7:14 but the core Isaiah passage Matthew explicitly cites is Isaiah 7:14.
Application Joseph’s response models faithful obedience even when circumstances are confusing or costly.
Matthew Chapter 2 — The King Revealed and Protected
1. The Visit of the Magi (Matthew 2:1–12)
Key Events
· Wise men from the East follow a star seeking the “King of the Jews.”
· King Herod is disturbed, revealing political and spiritual opposition.
· The Magi worship Jesus and offer gifts: gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
Key Themes
· Jesus recognized by Gentiles
· Worship versus fear
· God’s revelation extends beyond Israel
Study Insight Matthew highlights early global recognition of Jesus’ kingship.
2. The Flight to Egypt (Matthew 2:13–15)
Key Events
· An angel warns Joseph to flee to Egypt to escape Herod’s plot.
· This fulfills the prophecy: “Out of Egypt I called my Son.”
Matthew identifies Jesus as the fulfillment of Old Testament Scripture by applying Isaiah 7:14 (virgin birth), Micah 5:2 (Bethlehem), Hosea 11:1 (called out of Egypt), and Jeremiah 31:15 (Rachel weeping) directly to events in Jesus’ early life. These passages together show that Jesus is the promised Son, Messiah, and Redeemer whose life fulfills God’s sovereign plan revealed throughout the Old Testament.
“Therefore, the Lord Himself will give you a sign:
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son,
and shall call His name Immanuel.”
— Isaiah 7:14
Matthew 1:22–23 quotes this verse directly and applies it explicitly to Jesus.
“Immanuel” means “God with us.”

“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah…
out of you shall come forth to Me
One to be Ruler in Israel.”
— Micah 5:2
Matthew 2:5–6 cites Micah 5:2 to identify Jesus as the Messiah.
“When Israel was a child, I loved him,
and out of Egypt I called My son.”
— Hosea 11:1
Matthew 2:15 applies this verse to Jesus’ return from Egypt.
“A voice is heard in Ramah,
lamentation and bitter weeping,
Rachel weeping for her children…”
— Jeremiah 31:15
Matthew 2:17–18 applies this verse to Herod’s massacre of the infants.
Key Themes
· God’s protection
· Jesus as the true and faithful Son
· Fulfillment of prophecy
3. Herod’s Violence and Prophecy Fulfilled (Matthew 2:16–18)
Key Events
· Herod orders the massacre of boys in Bethlehem.
· Matthew connects this tragedy to Jeremiah’s prophecy.
Key Themes
· Human evil versus God’s redemptive plan
· Suffering in a fallen world
· God remains sovereign even in tragedy
4. Return to Nazareth (Matthew 2:19–23)
Key Events
· After Herod’s death, Joseph is guided back to Israel.
· Jesus settles in Nazareth, fulfilling prophecy that He would be called a Nazarene.
“And I will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your seed and her Seed;
He shall bruise your head,
and you shall bruise His heel.”
— Genesis 3:15 citeturn8search64
Support provided
A Redeemer born uniquely from a woman
Foreshadows a non‑ordinary birth
Establishes the Messianic line that Isaiah later clarifies
Key Themes
· God’s guidance through obedience
· Humility and obscurity before public ministry
Major Themes Across Matthew 1–2
· Jesus as Messiah and King
· Fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy
· God’s sovereignty over history
· Faithful obedience in uncertain circumstances
Suggested Discussion & Application Questions
1. Why does Matthew begin with a genealogy rather than the birth story?
Why does Matthew begin with a genealogy rather than the birth story?
Matthew begins with a genealogy because he is establishing who Jesus is before explaining what Jesus does. For Matthew’s original Jewish audience, identity and legitimacy mattered deeply, especially concerning messianic claims.
Here’s why the genealogy comes first:
1. To establish Jesus’ legal right to the throne of David
The genealogy traces Jesus’ line through David, showing that He is the rightful heir to Israel’s promised king. This directly connects to God’s covenant in 2 Samuel 7:12–16, where God promises an everlasting Davidic throne. Before Matthew tells the story of Jesus’ birth, he proves that Jesus has the legal and covenantal qualifications to be the Messiah.
2. To show continuity with God’s redemptive plan
By starting with Abraham, Matthew places Jesus within the full sweep of biblical history. This shows that Jesus is not a new or unexpected figure, but the fulfillment of promises God has been making since Genesis. Redemption was planned, not improvised.
3. To emphasize fulfillment of Old Testament promises
Matthew’s Gospel repeatedly stresses fulfillment. The genealogy itself is a theological statement: God has been sovereignly guiding history toward Christ. The structured generations highlight divine order rather than human accident.
4. To highlight grace, not human merit
The inclusion of women like Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and Bathsheba underscores that God’s plan advances through grace, not moral perfection. This prepares the reader to understand the kind of kingdom Jesus brings—one rooted in mercy, not ancestry alone.
5. To frame Jesus as King before Savior
Matthew presents Jesus first as King and Messiah, then unfolds the story of His miraculous birth. The genealogy answers the question, “By what right does Jesus claim authority?” The birth narrative then shows how God brought that King into the world.
In short:
Matthew begins with a genealogy to prove Jesus’ messianic identity, demonstrate God’s faithfulness to His promises, and ground the birth narrative in covenant, prophecy, and grace. The birth story makes sense only after the identity of the Child is firmly established.
2. How do Joseph’s actions reflect righteousness and trust in God?
(Matthew 1:18–25; 2:13–23)
Joseph’s actions reflect righteousness and trust in God in both his character and his obedience—before and after God speaks to him.
1. He acts righteously with compassion
When Joseph learns that Mary is pregnant, Matthew calls him “a righteous man.” His righteousness is shown not by harsh legalism, but by mercy. Though he had the legal right to expose Mary publicly, he chooses to divorce her quietly, protecting her from shame and harm. This shows that biblical righteousness is not merely rule‑keeping, but faithful obedience expressed through love and mercy.
2. He submits his understanding to God’s revelation
After the angel explains that the child is conceived by the Holy Spirit, Joseph immediately accepts God’s word. He does not demand proof, argue, or delay. His trust is evident in that he allows God’s revelation to override his assumptions, fears, and social expectations.
3. He obeys promptly and completely
Joseph’s trust is demonstrated through action. He:
· Takes Mary as his wife
· Names the child Jesus (accepting legal fatherhood)
· Protects the child by fleeing to Egypt
· Returns to Israel and later settles in Nazareth—all in response to God’s direction
Each time God speaks, Joseph obeys without recorded hesitation, even when obedience brings disruption, danger, or uncertainty.
4. He prioritizes God’s will over personal cost
Joseph risks his reputation, his safety, and his stability to obey God. He embraces a life he did not plan because he trusts the God who planned it. His righteousness is not self‑preserving; it is God‑centered.
In summary:
Joseph’s actions reflect righteousness because he lives faithfully according to God’s will, and they reflect trust because he obeys God’s word even when it is costly, confusing, or dangerous. He shows that true righteousness is humble obedience rooted in trust, not control or certainty.
3. What contrasts do you see between Herod and the Magi?
(Matthew 2:1–12)
The contrast between Herod and the Magi highlights two radically different responses to Jesus’ kingship:
1. Fear vs. Faith
· Herod responds with fear and insecurity. Jesus is a threat to his power and position, so he reacts with anxiety and hostility.
· The Magi respond with faith and expectation. They seek Jesus because they believe He is the rightful King worth finding.
2. Self‑preservation vs. Worship
· Herod seeks to preserve his throne at all costs—even through deception and later violence.
· The Magi come to worship, offering costly gifts (gold, frankincense, and myrrh) with no expectation of personal gain.
3. Deception vs. Obedience
· Herod uses deception, pretending he wants to worship Jesus while secretly plotting His death.
· The Magi obey God’s warning in a dream and alter their plans to protect the child, demonstrating trust and submission to God’s guidance.
4. Insider Resistance vs. Outsider Recognition
· Herod, a ruler within Israel, rejects Jesus despite access to Scripture and religious leaders.
· The Magi, Gentile outsiders, recognize and honor Jesus as King, showing that God’s revelation extends beyond Israel.
5. Power Defined by Control vs. Power Defined by Submission
· Herod defines kingship as control and dominance.
· The Magi acknowledge true kingship by kneeling in humility.
In summary:
Herod represents fearful resistance to God’s rule, while the Magi represent humble worship and obedient faith. Together, they illustrate the choice every person faces when confronted with Jesus: protect our own authority—or surrender to the true King.
4. How does God’s protection of Jesus encourage trust in difficult seasons?
(Matthew 2:13–23)
God’s protection of Jesus encourages trust in difficult seasons by showing that God is sovereign, present, and purposeful even when circumstances are dangerous, confusing, or painful.
1. God’s plan is not threatened by hardship
Jesus’ early life includes danger, displacement, and suffering—yet God’s redemptive plan is never at risk. Herod’s violence does not derail God’s purposes. This reassures believers that difficulty does not mean defeat. God can accomplish His will even through unstable and hostile circumstances.
2. God protects in ways that are often unseen or unexpected
God protects Jesus through dreams, warnings, and guidance—not by removing danger, but by leading His people through it. Joseph must flee to Egypt, live as a refugee, and later relocate again. This teaches that God’s protection does not always mean comfort or clarity, but faithful guidance step by step.
3. Obedience does not eliminate hardship—but it invites God’s care
Joseph obeys God repeatedly, yet his obedience leads to disruption and uncertainty. Still, every move is directed by God. This encourages trust by showing that God’s care accompanies obedience, even when obedience leads into difficulty rather than away from it.
4. God is near even in suffering and loss
Matthew connects Herod’s massacre with Jeremiah’s prophecy of Rachel weeping, acknowledging real pain and grief. God does not ignore suffering—but He remains present and sovereign within it. This assures believers that God’s nearness is not canceled by tragedy.
5. God’s protection is part of a bigger redemptive story
What looks like chaos in the moment later reveals fulfillment of Scripture and divine purpose. Seeing God faithfully protect Jesus reminds believers that their present hardship may serve a greater purpose they cannot yet see.
In summary:
God’s protection of Jesus teaches that trust is not rooted in easy circumstances, but in a faithful God who guides, preserves, and fulfills His purposes even in the darkest seasons. It invites believers to trust that God is at work—especially when life feels unsafe, uncertain, or out of control.
5. What does “God with us” mean for daily life today?
(Matthew 1:23 — “Immanuel”)
“God with us” means that God is personally present, actively involved, and faithfully committed to His people in everyday life—not distant, silent, or detached.
Here’s what that looks like practically:
1. God is present in ordinary moments, not just spiritual ones
“God with us” means God is near in daily routines, decisions, work, family life, and struggles—not only in worship or crisis moments. Believers are never navigating life alone. God’s presence is constant, not conditional.
2. God is near in suffering and uncertainty
Jesus enters human weakness, fear, and pain. Because God chose to be “with us,” believers can trust that hardship does not mean abandonment. God is present in difficulty, offering guidance, comfort, and strength rather than distance or indifference.
3. God’s presence invites trust instead of fear
Knowing that God is with us reshapes how we face uncertainty. Courage does not come from control or clarity, but from confidence in God’s nearness. Believers can move forward in obedience even when outcomes are unknown, trusting that God walks with them step by step.
4. God’s presence transforms obedience into relationship
“God with us” means faith is not about rules alone, but relationship. Obedience becomes a response to God’s nearness rather than an attempt to earn His favor. Daily life becomes lived with God, not merely for God.
5. God with us means we are never spiritually alone
Through Christ, God’s presence is not temporary or external. He remains with His people always—guiding, correcting, strengthening, and sustaining them. This brings peace, purpose, and assurance in every season of life.
In summary:
“God with us” means that God is present, personal, and faithful in everyday life. It assures believers that they are never alone, never unseen, and never beyond God’s care. Because God is with us, daily life—both joyful and difficult—can be lived with confidence, trust, and hope.


