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DOH-WWB webpage: 
https://health.hawaii.gov/wastewater/
Hawai‘i Administrative Rules, Title 11, Chapter 62: 
https://health.hawaii.gov/wastewater/files/2023/04/
11-62-Wastewater-Systems-CtrlFEnter.pdf
IWS page (except cesspools): 
https://health.hawaii.gov/wastewater/home/iws/

Individual Wastewater Systems
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Individual Wastewater Systems (IWS) are   
on-site systems for treating and disposing 
wastewater. 

Approved IWS treatment equipment: 

• Septic tank

• Aerobic treatment unit

• Passive aerobic systems that still require a 
septic tank (i.e., Eljen, Presby)

• Bioreactor garden (i.e., Ridge to Reefs)

• Composting toilets and incinerator toilets. 
Composting toilets and incinerator toilets 
only treat toilet waste, shower and kitchen 
wastewater still requires treatment and 
disposal.
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1. New Building Construction,     
New IWS

2. Existing Building Renovation*, 
Existing IWS

3. Existing Building Renovation*, 
New IWS (Cesspool Conversion)

4. No Building 
Construction/Renovation,        
New IWS

IWS Application Scenarios
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*Existing building renovations include: 
• Kitchen/Bathroom remodel
• Window/Door remodel
• Add bedroom
• Add floor area
• Add bathroom
• Add Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU)



1. New Building Construction, New IWS

Start with 
either path

Civil P.E. submits 
IWS application, 

plans, basis of 
design

Applicant applies for 
building permit 

application (BPA) 
and submits plans

DOH-WWB 
comments. IWS 

design 
revised/resubmitted 

until approved.

Approval to 
Construct (ATC) 
issued for IWS

IWS installed

Civil P.E. performs 
IWS construction 

inspection and 
submits Final 

Inspection Report

Approval to Use 
(ATU) issued for IWS

If discrepancies are found between 
approved IWS plans and BPA plans, then 

DOH-WWB requires revision/resubmittal of 
either or both.

County reviews, 
then sends 

BPA/plans to all 
agencies for 

approval

Final assessment by 
County. Revision 
and resubmittal 
until approved.

Building 
construction starts

County performs 
inspections BPA closed

Concrete slab 
poured at minimum

DOH-WWB

County
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2. Existing Building Renovation, Existing IWS
3. Existing Building Renovation, New IWS (CP Conversion)

Start with this 
path

DOH-WWB 
reviews to 
determine 

whether IWS 
upgrade is 
required.

Applicant applies for 
building permit 

application (BPA) 
and submits plans

Civil P.E. submits 
IWS application, 

plans, basis of 
design

DOH-WWB 
comments. IWS 

design 
revised/resubmitted 

until approved.

Approval to 
Construct (ATC) 
issued for IWS

IWS installed

Civil P.E. performs 
IWS construction 

inspection and 
submits Final 

Inspection Report

If discrepancies are found between 
approved IWS as-built and BPA plans, then 
DOH-WWB requires revision/resubmittal of 

either or both.

County reviews, 
then sends 

BPA/plans to all 
agencies for 

approval

Final assessment by 
County. Revision 

and resubmittal until 
approved.

Building 
construction starts

County performs 
inspections BPA closed

DOH-WWB

County

Approval to Use 
(ATU) issued for IWS

Upgrade 
required?

Yes

No
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4. No Building Construction/Renovation, New IWS 
(CP Conversion) 

Start with this 
path

Civil P.E. submits 
IWS application, 

plans, basis of 
design

No building permit 
application (BPA).

No coordination with 
County.

DOH-WWB 
comments. IWS 

design 
revised/resubmitted 

until approved.

Approval to 
Construct (ATC) 
issued for IWS

IWS installed

Civil P.E. performs 
IWS construction 

inspection and 
submits Final 

Inspection Report

Approval to Use 
(ATU) issued for IWS

DOH-WWB

County
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• Variances are not typical and are 
requested when an engineer seeks 
exceptions to HAR 11-62 requirements.

• An IWS application must be submitted 
and reviewed by DOH-WWB IWS engineer 
before DOH-WWB will start 
processing/reviewing the variance.

Variances

11Variance Requirements

• Owner’s civil P.E. must justify the requirement for a 
variance from HAR 11-62 and compliance with the 
three (3) variance criteria in HRS 342D-7(c):
• “…No variance shall be granted by the 

department unless the application and the 
supporting information clearly show that:

1)  The continuation of the function or 
operation involved in the discharge of 
waste occurring or proposed to occur by 
the granting of the variance is in the 
public interest as defined in section  
342D-6;

2)  The discharge occurring or proposed to 
occur does not substantially endanger 
human health or safety; and

3)  Compliance with the rules or standards 
from which variance is sought would 
produce serious hardship without equal 
or greater benefits to the public.” [emphasis added]



• Variances are not typical and are 
requested when an engineer seeks 
exceptions to HAR 11-62 requirements.

• An IWS application must be submitted 
and reviewed by DOH-WWB IWS engineer 
before DOH-WWB will start 
processing/reviewing the variance.

Variances

12Variance Requirements

• HRS 342D-6(g) Permits; procedures for.:
• “(g) In determining the public interest regarding 

permit issuance or renewal, the director shall 
consider the environmental impact of the 
proposed action, any adverse environmental 
effects that cannot be avoided should the 
action be implemented, the alternatives to the 
proposed action, the relationship between local 
short-term uses of the environment and the 
maintenance and enhancement of long-term 
productivity, any irreversible and irretrievable 
commitments of resources that would be 
involved in the proposed action should it be 
implemented, and any other factors that the 
director, by rule, may prescribe; provided that 
any determination of public interest shall 
promote the optimum balance between 
economic development and environmental 
quality. [emphasis added]



• Homeowner is responsible to hire a licensed professional engineer and licensed 
contractor. 

• Licenses can be searched at State Dept. of Commerce and Consumer Affairs, 
Professional Vocational Licensing (DCCA PVL) website:
https://mypvl.dcca.hawaii.gov/public-license-search/ 

IWS Application Process Considerations
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• A licensed engineer with more wastewater experience will more likely: 

• Improve planning before construction, 

• Increase efficiency through the application process, and 

• Maximize quality assurance/control/oversight during construction.

• Homeowner is responsible to confirm that their licensed engineer has 
professional liability insurance. DCCA PVL does not require licensed engineers 
to have professional liability insurance.

IWS Application Process Considerations
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• A licensed contractor with more wastewater experience will more likely: 

• Improve planning and coordination with the licensed engineer before 
construction, 

• Maximize safety during construction,

• Increase efficiency through the construction process, and 

• Maximize quality of the installed IWS.

• DCCA PVL requires licensed contractors to have worker’s compensation and 
general liability/property damage insurance. Homeowner is responsible to 
confirm that their licensed contractor has other insurances (e.g., vehicle, 
environmental construction liability, surety bond, etc.)

IWS Installation Process Considerations
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• Complex projects and disagreements on the interpretation of HAR 11-62 can 
cause delays.

• The IWS and building permit processes are often intertwined. IWS approval to 
construct is invalidated if: 

• A county does not issue a building permit within one year of DOH’s IWS 
approval 

• Construction of the IWS has not begun within one year of approval

• A county revokes a building permit with an associated IWS

IWS Installation Process Considerations
16



Any Questions?
Jonathan Nagato, DOH-WWB
DOH.WWB@doh.hawaii.gov 

808-589-4294
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Mahalo!
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