
Wai‘anaeCoast 
Community Health Survey

Prepared for Kingdom Pathways and Pirkle 
Epidemiology and Evaluation by Ward Research



Methodology

Mixed-mode survey administered October 6th-November 4th, 2025
via online panel sample, mail, and telephone to residents in the 
96792 zip code (~34,000 adults)

111 completed surveys (16 completed via Hawai‘i Panel; 33 
completed via telephone; 62 completed via mail survey or 
online/QR option on mail survey)

Sampling error = +/-9.29 percentage points

Survey included topics on proximity to possible environmentally 
contaminated locations, assessments of air and water quality at 
certain locations, diagnosed or suspected health conditions, 
neighborhood ratings, and demographics.



Findings



Half of surveyed respondents (50%) live or work within a ½ mile of Pōka‘ī Beach Park and just over 
one-quarter (28%) live or work within a ½ mile of Mailiilii Stream.  Just 2% of respondents live or 
work near Waimānalo Gulch Sanitary Landfill. 

Question: “Do you live or work within…?”
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Approximately one-quarter (23%) of surveyed respondents attribute 
health problems to air pollution in their neighborhoods.

Question: “Have you  got, or have you had, health problems due, in your opinion, to air pollution in your neighborhood?”
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There was a statistically significant difference in the proportion of respondents 
who live within a ½ mile of Ulehawa Stream who said yes, their health problems 
are associated with air pollution in their neighborhoods (47% vs. 18%).  The results
for those who lived or work in the other locations were not statistically different. 

½ mile of Pōka‘ī 
Bay

½ mile of 
Mailiilii

½ mile of 
Ulehawa

½ mile of PVT ½ mile of 
Waimānalo 

Gulch

Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes No

Yes 20% 25% 37% 17% 47%* 18% 44% 19% 100% 20%

No 58% 62% 50% 65% 47% 63% 56% 61% 62%

Don’t know 20% 13% 13% 16% 7% 18% 19% 17%

Not applicable 2% 1% 1% 1% 1%

Total sample (n) (55) (53) (30) (69) (15) (83) (16) (84) (2) (99)



By contrast, less than 20% of respondents believe their health 
problems are attributable to water pollution.

Question: “Have you  got, or have you had, health problems due, in your opinion, to  water pollution?”
n=111
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There were no statistically significant differences in associating water pollution 
and health problems given the five key locations identified in this survey.  The 
distribution of responses are similar to those of the overall results.

½ mile of Pōka‘ī 
Bay

½ mile of 
Mailiilii

½ mile of 
Ulehawa

½ mile of PVT ½ mile of 
Waimānalo 

Gulch

Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes No

Yes 20% 13% 30% 13% 27% 16% 31% 15% 50% 16%

No 56% 72% 57% 68% 73% 64% 69% 63% 50% 65%

Don’t know 22% 15% 13% 17% 19% 20% 18%

Not applicable 2% 1% 1% 1%

Total sample (n) (55) (53) (30) (69) (15) (83) (16) (84) (2) (99)



Most respondents (60%) believe the air quality in their neighborhood is “good” or “excellent”.  They 
are less knowledgeable about the quality of water at nearby beach parks with the exception of
Pōka‘ī Bay, in which 68% of respondents believe the quality of water is “fair” or “poor”.

Question: “How would you rate…?”
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Residents who live or work near Mailiilii Stream were significantly more likely to 
state the quality of the air in their neighborhood is poor (23% vs. 4%).  There were 
no other statistically significant results by location of work or residence. 

½ mile of Pōka‘ī 
Bay

½ mile of 
Mailiilii

½ mile of 
Ulehawa

½ mile of PVT ½ mile of 
Waimānalo 

Gulch

Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes No

Poor 11% 8% 23%* 4% 20% 17% 25% 6% 50% 8%

Fair 29% 23% 30% 25% 33% 24% 13% 29% 50% 25%

Good 42% 42% 33% 43% 20% 46% 38% 43% 41%

Excellent 15% 23% 10% 25% 27% 18% 25% 18% 20%

Don’t know 4% 6% 3% 3% 5% 5% 5%

Total sample (n) (55) (53) (30) (69) (15) (83) (16) (84) (2) (99)



Hypertension or high blood pressure was the most frequently diagnosed chronic disease among respondents 
(50%), but nearly one-quarter of respondents have been diagnosed with asthma (23%) or Type II diabetes 
(21%). Just a small percentage (<5%) of respondents who had not been diagnosed with specific chronic 
diseases have ever suspected they had any of the listed health concerns.

Question: “Has a doctor ever told you that you have one or more of the following health concerns or conditions? (Please select all that apply)” and “Have you 
ever suspected you’ve had any of the following health concerns or conditions? (Please select all that apply)”
n=111
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For the most part, there were few differences by location for those with diagnosed chronic diseases.  Residents who work or 
live within a ½ mile of Mailiilii Stream were significantly more likely to have been diagnosed with gastrointestinal disease 
than those who didn’t live or work in the area (29% vs. 6%).  There are also significant differences among those who lived or
worked near Waimānalo Gulch, but the sample size is so small that extreme caution is recommended in making any 
inferences from the data.

½ mile of Pōka‘ī 
Bay

½ mile of Mailiilii ½ mile of Ulehawa ½ mile of PVT ½ mile of 
Waimānalo 

Gulch

Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes No

Asthma 30% 31% 38% 31% 42% 30% 38% 33% 100%* 31%

Chronic lung disease, such as chronic 
bronchitis or emphysema

16% 13% 29% 10% 25% 13% 15% 15% 15%

Hypertension or high blood pressure 78% 64% 76% 67% 50% 74% 54% 73% 100%* 69%

Heart attack, coronary heart disease, 
angina, congestive heart failure, or other 
heart problems

19% 26% 29% 21% 42% 19% 38% 18% 100%* 19%

Type II diabetes, that is to say, high blood 
sugar levels

35% 28% 38% 31% 25% 31% 23% 33% 50% 31%

Gastrointestinal disease 11% 13% 29%* 6% 17% 9% 15% 13% 100%* 10%

Ciguatera fish poisoning (ka'elo) 5% 10% 2% 2% 1%

MRSA, a type of Staph infection 8% 3% 10% 2% 4% 8% 2% 3%

Osteoporosis 16% 23% 10% 25% 33% 19% 23% 20% 100%* 18%

Scombroid fish poisoning 8% 14% 4% 4% 3%

Total sample (n) (37) (39) (21) (48) (13) (55) (13) (55) (2) (67)



Approximately one-quarter (26%) of surveyed respondents indicated 
they have respiratory allergies.
Women were significantly more likely than men to indicate they have these allergies (32% vs. 15%).

Question: “Do you have respiratory allergies, such as allergic rhinitis or sinusitis?”
n=110
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In terms of respiratory allergies, there were no statistically significant differences 
by work location or residence. The distribution of responses are similar to those of 
the overall results.

½ mile of Pōka‘ī 
Bay

½ mile of 
Mailiilii

½ mile of 
Ulehawa

½ mile of PVT ½ mile of 
Waimānalo 

Gulch

Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes No

Yes 24% 27% 27% 26% 33% 27% 31% 28% 50% 27%

No 71% 63% 63% 66% 67% 66% 69% 64% 50% 66%

Don’t know 5% 10% 10% 7% 7% 8% 7%

Total sample (n) (55) (52) (30) (68) (15) (82) (16) (83) (2) (98)



Approximately one-third (32%) of respondents reported they had 
ever had swimmer’s ear.  Of those who had the afflication, the 
largest proportion (31%) have had it four or more times.

Question: “Have you gotten swimmer’s ear before?”
n=111
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In terms of experience with swimmer’s ear, there were also no 
statistically significant differences by work location or 
residence.

½ mile of Pōka‘ī 
Bay

½ mile of 
Mailiilii

½ mile of 
Ulehawa

½ mile of PVT ½ mile of 
Waimānalo 

Gulch

Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes No

No 65% 72% 70% 68% 67% 70% 81% 67% 50% 70%

Yes, one time only 7% 4% 3% 7% 7% 7% 6% 7% 6%

Yes, two or three times 13% 4% 3% 10% 20% 7% 11% 9%

Yes, four or more times 11% 9% 13% 9% 7% 10% 13% 8% 50% 8%

Don’t know 4% 11% 10% 6% 6% 7% 7%

Total sample (n) (55) (53) (30) (69) (15) (83) (16) (84) (2) (99)



Most respondents rate their neighborhoods highly in terms of being a good place to live.  
On the other hand, a majority of respondents provide poorer ratings on the way their 
neighborhoods look and the cleanliness of their neighborhoods.
College graduates were more likely than high school graduates to rate their neighborhood looks as “poor” (38% vs. 16%) and those with some 
college education were more likely to rate the cleanliness of the neighborhood as “poor” compared to those with a high school education 
(33% vs. 11%). 

Question: “We’d like to ask you some questions about your neighborhood. Overall, how would you rate…?”
n=111
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Approximately one-quarter (26%) of respondents stated they were bothered by road 
noise over the past year, about one-quarter (27%) indicated they were just moderately 
annoyed, and about half (46%) indicated they were either slightly or not at all bothered.
The two respondents who live or work near Waimānalo Gulch stated they were “extremely bothered” by road noise.

Question: “Thinking about he last 12 months or so, when you were at home, how much does noise from the road bother, disturb, or annoy you?”
n=110
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As was the case with road noise, approximately one-quarter (24%) of respondents 
indicated they were bothered by the noise of large trucks, another one-quarter (26%) 
stated they were moderately bothered, and about half (49%) stated they were just slightly 
or not at all bothered by these types of vehicles.
Residents who live or work near Pōka‘ī Bay were significantly more likely to state they were “very much bothered”  by the 
noise from large vehicles.

Question: “Thinking about the last 12 months or so, when you were at home, how much does noise from large vehicles, such as trucks and construction vehicles 
bother, disturb, or annoy you?”
n=111
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Demographics



Survey respondents tended to be older. Nearly half (46%) were older than 65 
and one-quarter were between the ages of 55 and 64. Unsurprisingly, older 
residents were significantly more likely to have lived in the area longer, have 
smaller household sizes, and fewer children in the home. 

Question: “What is your age?”
n=111
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As we might expect with and older age group, respondents have lived 
in the Wai‘anae area for over 30 years on average, have smaller 
household sizes, and few children in the household.

Question Measure of Central Tendency

Years Lived in Wai‘anae Coast Area Mean=35.3

Median=38

Household Size Mean=3

Median=2

Number of Children in Household Mean=0.7

Median=0

Question: “How many years have you lived in the Wai‘anae Coast area?”; “In your household, how many people live with you?”; In your household, how many 
people are 17 years old or younger?”
n=111



Over two-thirds (69%) of respondents identify as female; the 
remaining portion (31%) identify as male.

Question: “What gender do you identify as?”
n=111
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Just 13% of respondents indicated they are Hispanic.

Question: “Are you Hispanic, Latino/a, or Spanish origin?”
n=111
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Over half of respondents (55%) indicated their ethnicity is solely 
Native Hawaiian or they are of mixed ethnicities that include Native 
Hawaiian.  

Question: “Which one or more of the following would you say is your race or ethnicity? (Please select all that apply)”
n=111
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Approximately one-quarter (26%) of respondents indicated they had a college 
degree, 40% indicated they had some college education, and 34% indicated they 
had a high school degree or less.
Women and residents aged 18-34 were significantly more likely to have a college degree.  By contrast, Native Hawaiians, those who have lived in the area for 21 years 
or greater, and those who live or work near the PVT disposal were significantly more likely to have a high school education.

Question: “What is the highest grade or year of school you completed?”
n=111
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Three-quarters of respondents stated they own their 
own home; one-quarter indicated they are renters.

Question: “Do you rent or own your home?”
n=110
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The vast majority of survey respondents (81%) live in single 
family homes.  

Question: “Which best describes the building you live in?”
n=110
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Approximately one in ten (12%) respondents confirmed they 
live of Hawaiian Homestead Lands.

Question: “Do you live on Hawaiian Homestead Lands?”
n=109
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