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'S0COER WEEKLY NEWS

. whatever that Soccer has a wonderfu

MAY 10%.&0‘7

The Popularity of Soccer

WILL IT EVER DISPUTE THE SUPREMACY OF
- ' RUGBY ?

It is doubtful whether out:of-dooz‘ games ever had such a vogue

‘as at present, Rugby League football, cricket, swimming and sailing
have held swag in Brisbane for years. Queensland boys in the mass take

up a bat, kick a Rugby ball, sail a boat, and plunge over a 50 yards
stretch in the swimming pool as naturally as a duck takes to water, but
other pastimes are now fashionable, and after Saturday’s great crowd

- at the Sydney Cricket Ground to witness the International Soccer matéh

one is inclined fo ask, “Will the round-ball code ever dispute what is
called the supremacy of its great winter rival—Rugby?”

Personally I don’t think it will as the foundations of the bandling
game are so well and truly laid and its merits are so intrinsically great,
that its popularity with players and sgectators alike will never be shaken.
These cannot possibly be disturbed,
to uphold one game at the expense of another by decrying Soccer and

_ exalting Rugby. , : . ‘ ;
In games as in literature and the arts, tastes differ, and there is no

argument on matters of taste. A man’s physique, his temperament, his
lJeisure, his means, his family antecedents, and even the locality of his

birth are among the factors that determine the choice of games. No

true sportsman can be dictatorial on such a question.

Each one of us has his opinion of the character of each game and
of the gualities and skill required to play them. In my view all games
are good, but some are better than others. The great point is that every
healthy being should have some such pursuit to brush away the cob-

webs from the brain, to expel sluggishness and ill-temper, and to give’

condition to the body. For a healthy man or woman, and I speak of the
average, a hobby is a great advantage. 1 dare not say it is a necessity,

‘but it is most desirable.

The Appeﬁ of Soccer

As a matter of popularity amon%' those who play there is no doubt
army of devotees. Yet, I remem-
ber when the Association game was derided in Australia as a pastime
of little competitive or public interest. Soccer is now immune from
such criticism, .
There is mo surer sign that the round ball code has' established
itself than its International character. No game is played by so many
nationalities and the athletic birth of China adds. another link in a chain
that practically harness the world in a Soccer sense. This shows that
the game makes a universal appeal to the white and brown races.

Nearly as Strenuous as Rughy

A couple of years ago I visited the ’Gabba ‘with Mr. Alec Boyd,

during the match—a Soccer fixture—Alec -chanted the praises of his
pet game. In these days I was among the scoffers. “When Alec assured

ut I am not one of those who try '
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me that he had seen twenty-two men fight out-a cup tie of ninety
minutes until they were more exhausted than any Rugby League exponents
could ever be.I smiled as a sceptic would do.

But while 1 admit that Soccer possesses all the ingredients of a
highly exciting pastime and embodies many of the spectacular traits
that appeal to the cash customers, I don’t think it puts the acid test on
courage as Rugby does. This is the element which appeals big to the
sporting public of New- South Wales and Queensland. It is no doubt
fascinating to see a Soccer team manipulating the ball and finesse it
cleverly in to the net—by the feet, but the extreme thrill of the handling
code—the tackler,~is not there and this element of bodily danger, like
the ko. punch in boxing, is the thing that stirs the blood and makes
the Rugby charm that attracts 82,000 spectators to the Exhibition Ground
alnd 50,000 to the Sydney Cricket Ground to see a League International
classice, : Ca *

i The Acid Test of Courage

I say that in no ‘spirit of disparagement of Soccer, but a sport like

Rugby develops the communal feeling, the team spirit, the subordination
of self for the common weal as nothing else can do, Moreover, I have

a strong conviction that no game tests the courage of participants more
than does Rugby. :

To face a do or die tackler like Billy Paten makes a demand upon
a man’s courage and gives him the opportunity of proving his indiffer-
ence to injury and pain. And I have seen many Billy Patens on the field
at the same time in a Rugby League battle. There is a good deal of
philosophy in Adam Lindsay Gordon’s poems about sport, and I'do ‘not
forget—no one ever should—those lines which say:—

“No game is worth a rap,

For a rational man to play, .

Into which no danger. no mishap, ;
Can possibly find its way; b
For life’s like sport,

And sport’s like life—

It ain’t all skittles and beer.”

I quote from memory, but the idea is there, and it is this predomin-
ant feeling among the thousands of sport-loving public of New South
Wales and’ Queensland that induces them to prefer Rugby over Soccer.

Apart from this test of courage, this indifference to pain, ‘this com-
munal aspect of a big side game, 1 hold that Soccer is a red-blooded
game with big public appeal and one that has come to stay in Queensland.

This article is intended as a protest against those one-eyed folks
who see no good in any game except the particular one to which they
are interested. All games have their strong points of recommendation,
and be sure that Soccer has real worth, which accounts for its wonderful
growth in ngensland—even 2f Rugby footbzill stands by itself.

, *

® Fifteen ex-servicemen are in the present touring Springhoks.
@ Captain is inside-forward, H. Smethurst, who gv%n ghe §{.C. in the
Italian Campaign. He wags a former infantry lieutenant in the S.A. Army.
. @ W. Hibbert (Bury) secured six goals for English Tourists against
Klip River District, at Ladysmith, on 20th June, 191%. On the 28th of the
previous month he netted five against Western Province, at Capetown
























